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Excimer Laser Surgery has successfully 
treated hundreds of thousands of patients 
around the world with common vision 
problems. 

CHIEF EYE SURGEON 
Dr. Daya K. Gupta, M.D., MS., F.R.c.s.(e), F.A.C.S., D.A.B.O. 

Dr. Daya K. Gupta is the chief eye surgeon at 
the Gupta Eye Centre, as well as Medical 
Director of the Ultravision Eye Laser 
Centr.e. With 30 years of eye surgery 
~xperten.ce, Dr. Gupta maintains a special 
tnterest tn _ cataract, glaucoma, retinal laser 
and Exclmer Laser Surgery, and has 
undergone extensive Excimer Laser Surgery 
training both in Canada and the U.S.A. 
For your visual needs, including eye exams, 
eye dtsease, eye surgery and private or 
hospital cataract surgery, call the Gupta Eye 
Centre at 943-6179. 

'

YOUR CAREER IS 
DEPENDENT UPON 
YOUR VISION; 

'

YOUR VISION AFFECTS 
ACTIVITIES SUCH AS 
SWIMMING, TENNIS, 
SKIING, GOLF; 

,
YOU WANT TO BE FREE 
FROM WEARING GLASSES 
OR CONTACT LENSES, 
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(ALL US TODAY FOR 
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A FREE CONSULTATION & 
EVALUATION 
FREE WEEKLY 
INFORMATION SEMINARS 
FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE 
(204) 943-9393 

• 388 Portage Avenue 

• Winnipeg, MB, R3C DC8 
Over 92% o.f individuals who have undergone Excimer Laser Surgery have achieved 20/20 vision or ver 
close to It Without the use of glasses or contact lenses. We can correct your vision problems by laser y 

• Phone (204) 943-9393 or 1-800-861-6655 
surgery right here In Winnipeg. Call us today at Ultravision Eye Laser Centre for correction of: 

Myopia: Hyperopia: Astigmatism 
r-__________________________________ ~N=e~a~rs~~h~te~d~n~e~ss htedness 

WHAT IS EXCIMER LASER SURGERY? 
Excimer Laser Surgery is. t~e most technologically advanced 
method of correcting many vtSlon problems, quickly and painlessly. 

• 
Our Excimer Laser (Technolas Keracor 116) is a computer 
controlled, state of the art 2nd generation laser which is precise 
accurate and fast. ' 
With a very short wavelength of light in a process called 
Photorefracttve Keratectomy (or PRK), the Excimer Laser simply 
reshapes the front surface of the eye_ 
After PRK, almost all patients no longer require glasses or contact 
lenses, even for driving a vehicle_ 
P!?rformed on an outp~tient bB:sis, the procedure takes only a few 
minutes and a normal Itfestyle IS resumed within two to three days. 

VIEW THE BENEFITS OF EX(IMER LASER REFRACTIVE SURGERY ., 
• 

PHYSIOLOGICAL: most patients 
normal vision after PRK surgery. 

have normal or very near to 

OCCUPATIONAL: without a need for glasses or contact lenses 
new career opportunities may be available in areas such as la~ 
enforcement, or as a firefighter or pilot. 

RECREATIONAL: Excimer Laser Surgery allows participation in 
sport.s suc~ as swimming, skiing, hockey or football that may not be 
pOSSible With glasses or contact lenses. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL: The emotional impairments 
glasses or contact lenses are eliminated. 

caused by 

COSMETIC: many patients feel more attractive without glasses. 
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.• :: Penny Yellen: 
Abuse of 
older adults 
often involves 
money 
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News analysis: 

Religiolls,Arab voters wooed in national election campaigns 
By GIL SEDAN .' .:... ", q .. "", "" .. . .'. ...•.. 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - .,. . 
In the three months leading"" }",i>":>:'} "", •... p 

up to Israel's national elec- :' ,: Sn,i,?l 
tions, the Hebrew political ;;:J.!£I) '<;)'liI 
lexicon will adopt some ".' ~:.~"" 
important new words. More ;:::WXI 
and more politicians - and "i' ·i1~""·;1'." 
not necessarily those who ';;.:J~p 'D'li'

l 

put on tefillin every morn- ,'". -:'.' ,.,..~'l. 
ing - will make usc of terms ~1;::"m ".>'11) 

such as "be'ezrat haShem" 
(with God's help) and "bli 
neder" (without making a 
f0l111al vow) and sprinkle 
their speeches with biblical 
references as they make ap
peals for votes. 

Election fever 

Among these politicians 
will bc Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres and Likuu 
Icader Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who will be seck)ng to at
traci Israel's religiolls vol
ers as Ihey go head-to-head 
in the country's first direct 
vote for the premicrship. 

Thc two candidatcs arc 
investing a lot of effort - and 
money - in trying 10 woo the 
religious vote, which has the 
potential to elect some 16 to 
18 Kncsset members. They 
arc also launching a similar 
effort to attract the Israeli 
Arab vote, which can fill 12 

Peop,le wait.ing to vote in the Negev town ofOfakim January 28 as part ora national mock 
electIOn bemg held by a leading Israeli newspaper in towns and cities all over the 
country. Copyright: ISI{ANET. 

Knessct scats. 

With election fever in the air, as Israelis waited to hear if Prime Minister Peres was to call 
an ear.IY gcneral election in May instead of the scheduled time in October, many newspapers 
orgalllzcd mock polls to check the popularity of the various political parties. Most polls 
~()n~ucted;;o ~ar show both thc H1Cu~lbent Primc minister Shimon Peres and the Labor Party 
ahead of BlIlyamll1 Netanyahu and hiS nghtwlIlg Ltkucl Party. Allhough much can happen to 

change,~oters'pl:eterences onc way or the other before the actual voting day, a mock election 
held at I el AVIV s Blick High School late last month showecl both Peres 'md the [ abor P·trty 
winning a dccisive victory in Mayor October. ,~ , Ancr meeting with Peres 

February 12, Netanyahu told 
reporters that May 2R 
seemed to be a date Labor 
and Likud could agrce on 
for holding early ciccI ions. 
The Knesset was expected 
to pass by the end of last 
week legislation dissolving 
itself and setting the elec-

The reason that the Blick School election was significant was that they have accuralely 
predIcted the resul ts of the three prev ious Knesset elections. -

On hearing the result, Binyamin Netanyahu smiled and congratulated his rival Shimon 
Peres, but addcd that he and his party would win the real election. 

tion datc. The elections will 
bc diffcrent from all previ
ous Israeli elections in that 
there will be two separate 

ballots - onc for the prcmier
ship, the other for the Knes
set. 

It is ClllllnHJI1ly accepted 

Third Way becomes party to run in elections 
JERUSALEM (JTA)· Nearly twu years 

after its inception, the Third Way movemcnt 
has declared itself a political party to run in 
the upcoming Knesset elections. Founded in 
June, 1994, by two renegade Labor Knessct 
members who oppose thc govcrnment's ne
gotiating strategy with Syria, the Third Way 
supports rclinquishing land to the Palestin
ians in return for peace, but opposes an 
Israeli withdrawal from all the ten·itories. 

The decision to transform the Third Way 
into a political party was approved by tlte 
movement's central committec February 1:1 
at Ramat Efal in central Israel. National 
elcctions arc planned for late Mayor early 
June. The party. headed by Knesset mcmber 
and war hero Avigdor Kahalani, opposes a 
full territorial withdrawal on the Golan. 
Kahalani and parliamentary colleague 
Emanuel Zismann resigned from the Labor 
party ahead of the movement's dcclaration. 

[n a letter to party secretary general Nissim 
Zvili, Kahalani and Zismann wrote that they 

cmild no longer belong Iu I~abor, which they 
believed had failed in its commitment to the 
electorate. They said that the Third Way 
would takc up the principles they claimed the 
Labor party had abandoned - opposition to 
the establishment of an indcpendent Pales
tinian state and to a full Golan withdrawal. 

"The Labor government is ready to give up 
all of the Golan," Zismann said. The Third 
Way is interesleu in lerritorial compromise 
"in which Israclmaintains control over 1110st 
of the Golan." 

The Third Way said it would hold coali
tion talks with whocver wins the premiership 
racc, Prime Minister Shimon Peres or Likud 
Party head Benjamin Nctanyahu. 

"We sceourselves as an insurance policy," 
Golan activist Yehuda Harel, and one of the 
founders of the Third Way, told Israel Televi
sion. "We would prevent the Labor party 
from withdrawing from all of the Golan. and 
make sure the Likud continues peace neoo-
tiations with Syria." '" 

that with the direct eleclion 
of the prime minisler, Ihc 
elecled candidate will find 
it much easier 10 form a coa
lition than in Ihe past, when 
success often depended on 
thc support of individual 
Kncssct mcmbers. 

FOCUS ON 
PERSONALITIES 

As a result, the campaign 
will focus morc than ever 
before on the personalities 
of the twocamlidates for the 
premiership. Whether they 
arc appealing for the reli
gious vote or seeking the 
support of lsrae Ii Arabs. 
Peres and Netanyahu will 
have to adjust their vocabu
lary for the conslituencies 
whose support they seck. 

In this vein, Netanyahu 
has reportedly rcfrained dur
ing the past year from enter
ing any nonkosher restau
rant, sOlllething believed to 
be a novelty in his gastro
nomical habits. 

(Cont. on page 20, See 
"Religious, Arab voters".J 

Stand on Remembrance Day 
ceremonies criticized at public 

school board meeting 

Non-Jews lash out at 
Winnipeg Jewish 

Community Council 
By MATT BELLAN 

. A spokesperso~ for the WinnipegJcwish Community Coun
cd and the Manitoba Islamic Association last monlh asked 
Winnipeg public schools to use "a symbol or symbols" on 
Remcmbrance Day rellccting studellts' diverse backgrounds. 

Last week, three non-Jewish Winnipeggers madc state
ments to the Winnipeg School Division # I 's board of trustees 
on that subject. They sharply criticized the W JCC and the 
Islamic Association for Iheirrequest, which follmved a kiter 
of complaint to the board last fall from a .Jewish teacher at 
a Winnipeg public school. 

One speaker al Ihe February 1:1 mecling of the board of 
trustecs also criticized Patti Cohen, the teaL'ilcr In quesllon, 
and any others who Ihink likc her. In her lettcr to Ihe board 
last fall, Cohen complained aboul whal she :i1k~ed was usc 
of the cross in Remcmbrancc Day ccrcmonic; at "many" 
Winnipl'g public schools. Cohen. called for a variely of 
rcligl<llIs symbols or a COll1llHlIl secular OIlC al Winnipc" 
public school Remembrance Day ceremonies. C 

At the board's meet i ng January 16, Trustee Luba Fedork i w 
said the division docsn't have a written policy on Remem
brance Day, but claimed ceremonies thai day in Winnipeg 
public schools reflect the elhnic and racial makeup of the 
sludent population. 

At the board's Fcbruary l:l meeting, Sheldon Maerz said 
he found it "outrageous" that thc board should have to 
considercilanging Rememhrance Day practises in ils schools 
because of a "single Ictter of dissent", referring 10 Cohcn's 
letter. 

Maerz, who described himself as son of a Second World 
War vetcran and a member of Canada's Armed Forccs, said 
hc was also "outraged" by Michacl Werier's statement to the 
public school board January 16 on behalf of the WJCC and 
Islamic Association. Wcrier, the WJCC's vice president for 
community relations, urged the board to adopt a uniform 
policy, requiring Winnipeg public schools to usc "a symbol 
or symbols" on Remembrance Day, rellccting students' 
"diverse cultural backgrounds", but he would leave it to Ihe 
school board to decide what should be used. 

"Remcmbrance Day is not a day for mulliculluralism," 
Macrz insisted at thc board's February 13 meeting. II is a day 
for "solemn refleclion" on Canada's sacrifices in two world 
wars, to pay homage to Canada's 114,000 war dead. 

Hc refclTcd to mcdia reporls thai "Ms. Cohen" feels "of
fended" by display of thc cross in Winnipeg public schools on 
Remcmbrance Day, and accuscd her and any others who fecI 
that way of "intolerance". 

In World War II, Maerz said, Canada was an "overwhelm
ingly gentile" nation. "Should it have been more of a .icwish 
or Muslim nation, the cross would not have come to be 
displayed ovcr Ihc graves of many of our fallen." (Sec related 
story at bottom right of page :1, headlined"l 0% of Jews, non
Jews served in WWII", with stalislics on Canadian Jewish 
and non-Jewish war dead.) 

"The usc of the cross doesn't reflect the triumph of 
Christianity over any other religion," Maerz argued. It re
Ilecls thc sacrifices of 114,000 Canadians. 

Harold [3astable, a Sccond World War veteran and Royal 
Canadian Legion member, wore a chesl full of war ribbons 
and medals, as he made his statement. He said the Romans 
lIsed t.he cross as an instrument of punishment in pre
Chnslian times. "The cross symbolizes universal sacrifice," 
Bastable claimed. "It docs not represent any single religion." 

A onetime prisoner of war in Buchenwald. he considers 
himself a Holocaust survivor. "Anti-Semitism is sOl11ethin" e 
(Cont. on page 3. See" Speakers lash out at W JCC".) 


