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Israeli/ world news/ Noah Witman's Yiddish column 

Rare burial cave discovered 
Atrium of the newly-discovered burial cave near 
Tzafaririm, 25 kilometers north-west of Hebron. The 
square hole in the background ofthe atrium is the burial 
chamber. Copyright: Isranet. 

Archaeologists from the Israel Antiquities Authority have 
discovered a rare burial cave from the Bar Kokhba Period. 
The burial cave was discovered when it was noticed that 
there appeared to be the beginning of a system of stone steps 
in a depression in an uninhabited part of the valley ncar 
Tzafaririm. The area was well known for various types of 
caves from many periods in history. 

On digging down, the archaeologists discovered a col
lapsed stone roof that, when excavated, revealed an atrium 
four meters down. On one side of the atrium, there was a 
large sculptured stone that concealed the entrance to a burial 
chamber. 

Artifacts, such as oil lamps found in the chamber, indicate 
that the chamber was in all probability constructed for a 
wealthy Jewish family in 1 st century BCE and was in use 
until the 2nd century CEo 

Interior of the newly-discovered burial cave. Copyright: 
Isranet. 

INVITATION TO THE COMMUNITY 
to all organizations and individuals 

interested in Mame Losben 

you are invited to the 

ANNUAl CONfElEIKE 
fOIYlDDlSH 

Sunday, Marth 24th, 1996 
11:00 a.m. 

BNAY ABRAHAM SYNAGOGUE 

Guest Speaker: MATT BELLAN 
Editor, T~e Jewish Post & News 

• Greetings 
• Report on 1995 activities 

• Resolutions about Yiddish in Winnipeg 

Oscar Antel, 
Chairperson 

Noah Witman, 
Executive Secretary 
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NEW 
PERFORMERS TRY TO COMFORT BUS RIDERS 

I 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - A group of musicians and clowns 

last week joined soldiers and police officers stationed along 
the No. 18 bus route in 1crusalem in an effort to reassure 
residents shaken by two recent terror attacks on the line. 
"Our role is to lift morale," Gustavo, one of the musicians, 
reportedly said, adding, "This music is our weapon" against 
terror. Musicians strummed guitars and sang for passengers 
March 7 on driver Avi Hefetz's bus. 

BEZEK REPORTS RECORD PROFITS 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The Bezek phone company has 

reported record profits for 1995, which was attributed to the 
boom in cellular phones. Bezek profits last year totaled 
about $1 R3 million. The company is gettino ready to face 
c~mpeti~ion in 1997, when the C0!1lmunic;tions Ministry 
wIll deCide which two proViders wIll be able to offer long
distance service in Israel in addition to Bezek. Among the 
companies being considered are: BellSouth, MCI and Sprint. 
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IDF captures armed Hamas cell 
JERUSALEM. (JTA)· Israel Defense Force troops have 

captured acell offlve Hamas members that planned to attack 
a Jewish settlement in the Gaza Strip. The five, who were 
between t~e ages of 16 and 18, March I apparently infiltrated 
the Israeli-controlled area of Gush Katif from Khan Yunis, 
and managed to get close to the 1cwish settlement of Gadid . 

The would-be attackers from the Islamic fundamentalist 
Hamas movement, who said they had trained for a month for 
an attack, were armed with several firebombs, a gun, knives 
and axes. They also had acopy of the Koran. An Israeli amlY 
patrol caught the Hamas members after they set off an 
electronic alarm. The head of Israeli troops in Gaza, Brig. 
Gen. Yitzhak Eitan, reportedly said the suspects planned to 
kill Jews who were at home in observance of Shabbat. 

Two other members of the cell who had remained in the 
Palestinian-controlled area were apprehended by Palestin
ian police. Hamas, who has claimed responsibility for the 
latest series of terror attaeks in Israel, has demanded the 
removal of all Jewish settlements from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

IDF redeployment in Hebron 
now linked to ending terror 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - With the future of peace with the 
Palestinians thrown into question by a rash of closely spaced 
Hamas suicide bombings, Israel has imposed stringent secu
rity measures in an effort to stave off the wave of fundamen
talist terror. 

And in a departure from previous policy, Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres last week linked an Israeli redeployment in the 
West Bank town of Hebron scheduled for later this month to 
a demand that Palestine Liberation Organization officials 
revoke those portions of their charter that call for the destruc
tion of Israel. 

The redeployment, which in the past had been linked to the 
Palestinian leadership's ability to combat terror, "will be 
examined in light of Palestinian fulfillment of obligations," 
Peres told reporters. PLO leader Vasser Arafat, responding 
to Peres' sharp calls for a crackdown on terror, said March 
4 that he was ready to cooperate fully with Israel and 
announced thathe had outlawed the military wings of Ham as 
and other Islamic fundamentalist groups in the self-rule 
areas. 

Later that day, Palestinian security officials said they had 
arrested Mohammed Abu Wardeh, 28, of the West Bank 
town of Ramallah. whom they said was the "mastermind" 
behind the four suicide bombings of the past two weeks. 
Wardeh acted under the instructions of handlers based in 
Damascus, according to Israel Television. It remained un· 
clear whether Wardeh would be turned over to Israel or face 
prosecution by Palestinian authorities. 

In Israel, security forces adopted punitive measures March 
5 against the families of suicide bombers, scaling the homes 
of II terrorists, including that of Yehiya Ayash, who was 
killed in an explosion in Gaza in January. 

Public Security Minister Moshe Shahal announced that 
Hamas institutions in eastern Jerusalem would be closed 
down. In addition to the closure already imposed on the 
territories after the February 25 suicide bombings in Jerusa
lem and Ashkelon, Israeli officials began taking additional 
steps to control traffic into Israel from the territories. 

Maj. Gen. I1an Biran, head of the Israel Defense Force's 
central command, announced the imposition of a closure on 
some 460 Palestinian villages in the West Bank. 

Israel blocks Palestinians 
jromenteringOrientHouse 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israeli police prevented Palestin
ian officials from meeting at Orient House, the Palestine 
Liberation Organization's de facto headquarters in eastern 
Jerusalem. Internal Security Minister Moshe Shahal made 
the decision after receiving information that Faisal Husseini, 
the leading Palestinian official in Jerusalem, had invited 
Palestinian Authority officials to meet there. 

Police forces were deployed March 6 to the streets sur
rounding the building, sealing off all access to it by Palestin· 
ian officials. Among the officials was Hanan Ashrawi. a 
Palestinian human rights activist elected in January to the 
88-member Palestinian Council. "This is totally unaccept
able," she told Israel Radio after Israeli police refused to let 
her enter the site. "This is not a political meeting. This was 
a meeting and press conference to denounce violence. This 
only aggravates the situation and creates more conflict," she 
added. 

After discussions between Husseini and Jerusalem Police 
Chief Aryeh Amit, journalists were allowed into Orient 
House, where Husseini read a prepared statement. "We are 
condemning these explosions," he said. referring to the 
recent series of terror attacks. "This is not only against the 
peace process, but it is (unacceptable) from a religious and 
moral point of view." 
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They are their brothers' keepers 
Young Israelis helping tiny Diaspora communities keep Jewish spark alive ... 

.y" ... ~,.,." ... AIFA & Wi • - When two 
iq"wt1 distinct problems 
~" "" b .A~' .. ~.m, ... tum Ollt to emu· 

tual solutions for each other, 
we have the makings of a 
dramatic story. Here is the 
story, in brief. 

INStDE ISRAEL 

CARL ALPERT 

Numerous young Israe
lis, after completing their 

• military service, or some
times after earning their 
university degree, seek a 
drastic change in lifestyle 
before settling down. Thou
sands go otT on adventure 
expeditions to India, to the 
Far East, to the jungles of 
South America - anything 
for a change. And many of 
them get into trouble. It's a 
problem. 

TIle second problem is 
completely different. There 
arc many tiny Jewish com
munities in remote comers 
of the world which are strug
gling to keep the Jewish 
spark alive. For the most 
part, the Jewish population 
is very small; they are not 
prospects for fundraising 
campaigns, and therefore do 
not appear high on the lists 
of those who dispcnse aid. 

. By way of example, there 
arc places like Nairobi in 
Africa, Aruba and Curacao 
in the Caribbean, 
Baranquilla and Quito in 
South America, Livomo and 
Pisa and Zagreb, among 
many others in Europe. 01'1' 
the beaten track. It's a prob
lem. 

What if a framework ex
isted dedicated solely to pro
viding a mutual solution to 
these two problems? 

It exists, and it is one of 
the bestkept secrets in the 
Jewish world. TIlcre is a 
Talmudic saying that all 
Jews arc responsible 
(areivim) for one another. 
And so the body we speak 
of is known as Areivim, a 
project of the World Union 
of Jewish Students, with 
headquarters in Jerusalem. 
During its dozen years of 
existence. it has sent scores 
of dedicated young Israelis 
as volunteer teachers, youth 
leaders and community or
ganizers to more than 60 
communities around the 
world. 

Of course, not everyone 
who applies is chosen. This 
year, of more than 600 ap
plications, 29 were selected. 
and they are now serving in 
the very communities men
tioned above, among oth
ers. 

The Israeli volunteers are 
usually between 20 and 30 
years of age. They are cho
sen for their commitment to 

A Jewish Service Corps volunteer in India teaches He
brew songs to Jewish children: Israeli volunteers do such 
work through Areivim. 

and knowledge of Judaism, 
the Jewish people and Is
rael. They need not be per
sonally religious, but must 
respect tradition. They un
dergo a special training 
course, but all must have 
had experience in youth 
work, education, or com
munity service, fOllllal or 
inforn1al. 

Thecommunity, whether 
in New Zealand or Guate
mala or Hungary, provides 
room, board and living ex
penses. TI1C match is made. 

In community after com
munity - in Mozambique, 
Swaziland, Avignon and 
Debrecen, in Oslo, 
Maracaibo and St. John's, 

organized Jewish life is 
stimulated afresh. Jewish 
holidays arc observed, youth 
groups are organized, He
brew classes arc set up -
each community according 
to its needs, for young or for 
old, And at the end of each 
year, most of the communi
ties respond with praise and 
enthusiasm,and beg forcon
tinued help. 

The Israelis themselves 
are influenced by their con
tacts with the Diaspora; their 
eyes arc opened to Jewish 
life abroad. 

The program is com
pletely non-political, but 
Jewish in the broadest sense. 

Areivim is subsidized in 

the main by the Jewish 
Agency and the Joint Dis
tribution Committee. Ad
ministrative costs for the en
tire program come to little 
more than $100,000 a year. 
The cost of sending 30 
areivim to 30coml11Lmities is 
less than the cost of a single 
conventional shaliach (em
issary) of the Jewish Agency. 

In view of the growing 
demand from othersmall and 
neglected Jewish communi
ties, why aren't more areiv im 
sent? V cry simple: lack of 
further funds. 

The JOC, it should be 
noted, operates a similar but 
more modest program out of 
the U.S.TIlis year, its Jcwish 
Service Corps sent eight 
young people overseas. 

Director of Areivim is 
31-year-old Motty Locker, 
who had himself been a vol
unteer when the program 
first started years ago. 
Miriam Nerenberg is As
sistant Director. 

Areivim is one of the 
spectacular success stories 
of Jewish organizational 
activity .In one respect only 
it is a dismal failure: It has 
failed to toot its horn and let 
the world know what it is 
doing. 

8x:teDd Your SubscriptloD 
for 2 years 

aDd Take Out a Gift SubscriptloD 
for I year To 

lEW1SH PoST & News 
and receive 2 tickets (value· $55 each) to •••• 

To qua/~fy for your gift, fiJI out and send in coupon below, 
along WIth your payment or call The Jewish Post & News at 694-3332 
and pay by phone, using your Credit Card. 
Tickets must be picked up at The Jewish Post & News. 
Offer valid only as long as supply lasts. Gift subscription must be 
for someone who has not received The Jewish Post & News as a 
paying subscriber In the past year. 

------------~ ------ --- ---- --, 
: lS,ISH PeST & News 
I 117 Hutchings Street Winnipeg, Manitoba R2X 2V4 

Yes, I would like to start a gift subscription to The Jewish Post & News 
for a friend or relative for 1 year and extend my subscription for 2 years 
for the low price of $120 (includes PST and GST). 

I 
I 
I 
I I Please send gift subcription to: 

I 
I 
I 

Name, ____________________ __ 

Address, __________ __ 

Ciity ___________ _ 

I Postal Code, ___ _ lam 
paying by: 

My name is, ____________ _ 

Address _____________ _ 

Postal Code _____ _ 

Phone number _____ _ 

o Maslercaro D Visa 

Credit Card " _________ _ 

O Money D Cheque 
Order Expiry Date ___ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
------------------------ ______ 1 


