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Editorial con1ment 

Question is how to safely pursue peace Dry Bones 
"lYV 

've nev~r seen so ma.ny Jewish people in one I place, Since I was a kId." 
. , That's how an impressed Claire Hurtig re-

acted Sunday afternoon, March I G, as she scanned the crowd 
in Rosh Pina Synagogue's auditorium. 

More than 500 people were there to take part in a 
community memorial service for the 58 Israelis killed in two 
waves of terrorist bombings about a week earlier. 

Hurtig moved to Winnipeg from Thunder Bay last No
vember. She came to the Rosh Pina service, she said, partly 
because she had two grandchildren in the children's choir 
that sang in the program. 

Hurtig and others witnessed one of the most spontaneous 
outpourings of public grief in the recent history of Winni
peg's Jewish community. 

An older woman in the crowd held her head in her hands and 
moaned as speakers told of individual tragedies during those 
nightmarish nine days in the Jewish state: An eight-year-old 
lost both parents. A youngster about to have his bar mitzvah 
was killed. Two newlyweds from Connecticut visiting Israel 
were murdered. 

Not since the Yom Kippur War of 1973 have Israelis felt so 
vulnerable, said Rabbi Allan Meyerowtiz of Shaarey Zedek 
Synagogue. 

His 12-year-old daughter, Yael Aviva, was one of several 
speakers with a personal connection to some of the bombing 
victims. 

Twenty-fivevyear-old Matthew Eisenfeld of West Hartford, 
Connecticut had been her "teacher" at a summer camp she 
attended in the U.S. Studying to be a rabbi at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary campus in Jerusalem this year, he died 
in the bombing of the Number 18 bus on the city's Jaffa Road 
February 25. 

"We give land to spare our lives," Yael Aviva told the 
hushed crowd ..... .Instead of life, we have a nightmare." 

"Who is making this nightmare possible?" she might have 
added. 

A glimpse at a recent issue of The Jerusalem Post Interna
tional Edition hints at part of the answer. 

"We Palestinians will take over everything, including all of 
Jerusalem," a speaker was quoted last month as telling a 
meeting of Arab diplomats in Stockholm, Sweden ...... We plan 
to eliminate the State ofIsrael and establish a Palestinian state" 
through Arab overpopulation of the West Bank and Jerusalem. 

The orator was Yasser Arafat, president of the Palestinian 
Authority and co-winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Arafat has repeatedly ignored a written extradition agree
ment he signed to help ensure Israel's security. He regularly 
issues conflicting statements to Jews and Arabs about his 
aims, and praised a Barnas mass murderer of Jews at his state 
funeral in the Gaza Strip last January. After the latest round of 
barbaric atrocities against Israelis and Arafat's record of 
deception, how to more safely continue toward the peace so 
many Israelis yeam for has become the biggest question. 

Israeli media encouraging the ayatollahs KIRSCH EN 
JERUSALEM REPORT 

cartoonists & Wilt ... Syndi:aJe 

"Let's regain our sense of proportion" after latest bombings, columnist advises ... Amir's lawyers stress role of 
suspected Shin Bet agent rll~ g~~~ ~~~~I h~:I~ 

~~s b . 
."""" c ration In Tehe-

ran this past week when the 
Ayatollas heard about the 
headline on the front page 
of "Shl:vah Yamim", the 
March 8 supplement of mass 
circulation Yediot Ahronot. 

ISRAEL UPDATE 

NECHEMIA MEYERS 

Scene following suicide bombing of bus 011 Jerusalem's 
Jaffa Road: Polls reflecting Israeli fears comfort Tehe
ran, some maintain. ISRANET photo. 

It read: "We are afraid. 
75% of Israelis fear that ter
ror will strike at them." The 
story inside reported on a 
survey carried out by two 
respected academics, ac
cording to whom there is 
both generalized fear and 

very specific fears. 
For example, 55% of the 

respondents said they were 
afraid to travel by bus and 
eight% said they had 
stopped travelling by bus 
altogether. Moreover, 54% 
of the people questioned said 
they would understand, or 
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at least not object, were they 
to learn of people who had 
decided to leave Israel be
cause they feared terrorism. 
Such reports visibly annoy 
Yitzhak Berman, a Rehovot 
resident who lived in Lon
don during the entire Blitz. 

"The slogans then," he 
recalls, "were 'business as 
usual' and 'everything will 
be O.K .... 

Berman attributes the 
variance in attitudes both to 
the fact that stiff upper lips 
are more common in Brit
ain than they are here, and 
to the very different role of 
the media then and now. He 

. points out that British radio 
and newspaper reports were 
very restrained . .fn addition, 
and far' more important. 
there was noTV.to show the 
carnage jUldhigltlightthe 
suffering in the way that 
localstations do at the mo
mel1t. 

. '·,{f-there had been,televi
sion then,"Bennan goes on, 
"maybe"morale in London 
would a1so have been un
dermined." Even the songs 
being broadcast now come 
in for criticism from the 
former Londoner. "When 
wewenldown il1,to ihe sheJ~,' 
ters, night 'after night; wb ' 
sang cheerful ditties about 

the need 'to keep on smil
ing;' but Israel radio, imme
diately after a terror attack, 
gives us dirges," he com
plains. 

Bernlan isn't the only one 
to censure the media's han· 
dling of the presenl situa
tion. Some journalists have 
said roughly the same thing, 
among them columnist 
Shulamit Hareven. 

She writes: "On one TV 
channel they talk of panic 
and on the other of hysteria. 
And the newspapers tell us 
that we arc all frightened. 
But, in fact, people get up in 
the morning, leave their 
homes and go to work. Wa
ter is still coming out of the 
taps and the shops are filled 
with food and customers. 
The clinics are operating as 
usual and the courts are in 
session. 

"Our cities have not been 
devastated and we haven't 
been subjected to daily bom
bardments. Our roads are 
not clogged with refugees 
and the Red Cross has not 
sent in convoys with food 
and medicines .. 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - The defense for the confessed 
assassin of Yitzhak Rabin tried to show in court last week 
that a suspected secret service informant had encouraged the 
killing before resting its case. In Tel Aviv District Court on 
March 10, defense attorneys tried to emphasize the role of 
Avishai Raviv, the suspected agent who founded an ex
treme-right group, Eyal, with which Yigal Amir was loosely 
linked. 

Amir, a 25-year-old religious Jew, is on trial for the 
November 4 murder of the prime minister. Raviv reportedly 
worked for Israel's domestic intelligence service, the Shin 
Bet. "He egged Yigal Amir on," testified Eran Ojalbou, an 
Eyal activist and Raviv's former roommate. "Avishai Raviv 
would agitate against Arabs and politicians." 

The roommate added, "He called Rabin a traitor." Amir, 
who opposes the government's peace policies with the 
Palestinians, maintains that he intended only to paralyze 
Rabin to force him out of politics. 

In a separate trial, Amir faces charges of plotting the 
slaying. 

Among those appearing before the court before the 
defence rested its case was Dr. Gavriel Weil, the clinical 
psychologist who examined Amir, who has confessed to the 
assassination. Weil said he found Amir to be a person who 
had difficulty with interpersonal relations and an almost 
Messianic drive in his decisions. ' 

When asked to explain the perpetual smirk or smile on 
Amir's face during court appearances, Weil attributed it to 
the accused's internal conviction that what he did was right. 
He said Amir had made the decision to shoot Rabin with 
clarity of mind and full awareness of his decision. 

ETTERS "This iSD 't war," Hareven 
declares, "butaconflictwith 
one despicabJe.giOup ofter, 
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ROBERT YAFFE: "We'll need a strong, energetic marketing campaign" for services 
and programs to be offered at the. Jewish Community Campus. 

Robert Yaffe a lawyer by training 

,New Y Centre director aims to promote 
campus community centre 

By MARTIN ZEILIG '{J' nlike the central 
character in the H 0 1-
Iywood movie 

"Field Of Dreams", Robert 
Yaffe doesn't believe that 
"if you build it they will 
come." 

And Yaffe, the new ex
ecutive director of the 
YMHA Jewish Community 
Centre, isn't talking about a 
baseball field. He is refer
ring to Winnipeg'snew Jew
ish community campus, 
which is scheduled to offi
ciall y open in the spring of 
1998. 

"We'll need a strong, en
ergetic marketing campaign 
that will appeal to members 
of our community," says 
Yaffe, 46, a native of 
Omaha,Nebraska, who will 
also be executive director 
of the Jewish community 
centre on the campus. 

Among other things, the 
campus will offer "state-of
the-art" fitness facilities, 
staffed fulltime by trained 
personnel. 

The community centre 
will also offer an extensive 
after-school program for 
students attending school on 
campus and off. 

"We'll be working to
gether with all the agencies 
on campus to corne up with 
the best programs," Yaffe 
said, adding that among 
other things, he'd like to re
store the centre's regular 
newsletter to members. 

According to Y Centre 

President Barry Steinfeld, 
Yaffe was hired, in part, 
because of his outgoing per
sona�ity. 

"We've been very pleased 
to date with how he's han
dled things," says Steinfeld, 
adding that Yaffe is helping 
with the gradual transition 
to the campus. "He meets 
with members. We're happy 
he's here." 

WAS CHIEF OF 
MILITARY JUSTICE 
A lawyer by training, 

Yaffe, who was chief of 
military justice in the U.S. 
Army at Fort Lee, Virginia 
from 1975-78, has always 
been very active in Jewish 
community affairs. 

In Omaha, Yaffe, who 
was a deputy county attor
ney there from 1978 to 1986, 
chaired several committees 
in the local Jewish commu
nity centre. 

"And I was very active 
with the federation (similar 
to the Winnipeg Jewish 
Community Council)," adds 
Yaffe, an accomplished 
amateur singer, whose hob
bies are opera and collect
ing baseball cards. 

In 1986, he was presented 
with the federation's 
Younger Leadership award. 
Moreover, Yaffe was a can
tor for the High Holidays at 
Omaha's Beth Israel Syna
gogue. 

Then, following a discus
sion with a close friend -
who was the executive di
rector of the Omaha Jewish 

community centre - he de
cided towork fulltime in the 
Jewish community centre 
field. 

Along with his friend, 
Yaffe went to New York 
City and met with some ex
ecutives from the Jewish 
community centre's associa
tion. He accepted a job as 
division head in charge of 
all cultural activities at the 
Jewish community centre in 
Columbus, Ohio. In 1989, 
Yaffe moved upstate to To
ledo to become the assistant 
executive director of that 
city's thriving Jewish cen
tre. 

Finally, in January, 1992, 
Yaffe, whose wife, Rita, and 
three grown children are still 
in the U.S., was promoted 
to executive director of the 
centre. And what does Yaffe 
hope to accomplish here? 

"I expect to bring a strong 
sense of professionalism to 
the Y and campus," contin
ues Yaffe, adding that Win
nipeg's reputation as a cul
tural mecca was an added 
inducement for him to ac
cept the job here. 

"What will serve the cam
pus is treating our members 
in a way that wi II make them 
feel part of a family. It will 
not be business as usual on 
the new campus. You'll see 
new and innovative things, 
like a well ness program with 
one of the clinics in town." 
MARKS NO LONGER 

ON STAFF 
Y Centre President 

Steinfeld was quoted in the 
December 6 issue of The 
Jewish Post & News as say
ing Les Marks, the Y Cen
tre's longtime executive di
rector, would continue as 
the centre's programming 
director until the campus 
opens, and that Yaffe would 
initially serve as a "transi
tion director", supervising 
hiring of staff, developing 
programming for and "mar
keting" the new campus 
community centre's serv
ices to the public. 

Steinfeld last week noted 
that Marks is still involved 
in special projects at the Y 
Centre, as well as with the 
its sports dinner. 

But Steinfeld said that he 
had nothing further to add 
to the letter of notice he sent 
to Y Centre employees in 
February, 1995. The letter, 
which was quoted in The 
Jewish Post & News story 
on December 6, stated that 
Y Centre employees 
couldn't be guaranteed po
sitions on the new campus. 

Marks said in an inter
view last week that Steinfeld 
was "correct" in saying he is 
available for "consultation" 
by the Y Centre's board of 
directors on special projects. 
But on his lawyer's advice. 
he offered "no comment" 
on the discrepancy between 
what Steinfeld said publicly 
about his future last fall, and 
what's happened since. 

David Levy gets second spot in revamped Likud-Tsomet list 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The heads of the Likud, Tsomet 

and Gesherparties have signed an agreement to form ajoint 
list in the upcoming Knesset elections. As a result of the 
agreement reached March 12: Prime Minister Shimo~ Per~s 
will face only one opponent In the race for the premiership 
in Israel's May 29 national elections: Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

The agreement came less than a month aftcr L~kud mav
erick David Levy announced that he was formlOg a new 
party, Gesher - Hebrew for "bridge" - and that he would run 
for prime ministeras party head. Levy, 58, broke away from 
Likud in June in a dispute with longtime rival Netanyahu 
ovdMntcrtuil pl1Itj'elcttion procedures. Whcn he fOfI'!1edhis 
own party February 19, Levy rebuffed overtu~e.s to joi~ a 
Likud-Tsomet list that brought the two opposltton parties 

under one parliamentary banner. 
Under the terms of the earlier Likud-Tsomet agreement 

reached February 7, Tsomet leader Rafael Eitan had agreed 
not to run for prime minister. He was given the second 
position behind Netanyahu on the joint list. When Levy 
formed his own party, he was viewed as having the potential 
of siphoning votes from Netanyahu by running separately on 
his new party's centrist platform. 

Observers of the long-standing adversarial relationship 
between Levy and Netanyahu were treated March 12 to the 
sightofthe two shaking hands with each other at the Knesset, 
as well aswith Eitan,accompanied by a brief burst of singing , 
by6thers in 'th·e'rooin'. Lev/agrced tojrjiri/the n'e\V'tllrec-way" ., 
list after being promised the second spot behind Netanyahu, 
with Eitan now shifting to the third position. 

News analysis: 
Peres recovers public support 
with firm response to terrorism 
By DAVID LANDAU 

JERUSALEM (JT A) -
After 10 days in hell, Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres is 
not politically dead yet. On 
the contrary, the 73-ycar
old Peres seemed to be 
bouncing back from the 
political nadir that followed 
the February 2S and March 
3 and 4 suicide bombings 
that rocked Jerusalem, Tel 
Aviv and Ashkelon, killing 
58 innocent people and 
wounding more than 200 
others. Before the four sui-
cide attacks, Peres had more SHIMON PERES, Israeli 
than a la-point lead over prime minister: Separa-
Benjamin Netanyahu, his tion of Israelis, Palestin-
Likud rival in the race for ians the way to win May 
the prime ministership. 29 election, because Likud 

But that lead eroded after isn't prepared to give up 
the bombings, with some Jewish settlements in West 
polls showing Netanyahu Bank. 
taking the lead. But two weeks ago, the polls put both 
candidates at a more or less equal level after Peres had 
bottomed out in the immediate aftermath of the terror at
tacks. Clearly, the pOlitical fight is far from over - despite the 
backlash against Peres that accompanied the enornlOUS 
public trauma and anguish at the wave of terror. 

Peres himself, according to close insiders, is in a fighting 
mood, assuring all those around him that the election battle 
is "far from over" and directing the massive Israeli crack
down against Hamas in the territories with vigor and confi
dence. The opposition Likud attributed Peres' comeback to 
the boost being given him by the anti-terrorism summit some 
30 foreign leaders, including President Clinton, are expected 
to attend last week in the Egyptian resort of Sharm el-Sheik. 

But the state of Israeli politics - after two weeks of terror 
and some 2 1/2 months from the May 29 national elections 
- is more complex. 

One reason for Peres' strong standing, in the view of 
seasoned observers, is the pervasive sense of national crisis 
that engulfed the country after the bomb blasts. Of the 
current gallery of political leaders, Peres is seen, even by 
many non-Laborites, as the most capable and experienced to 
handle such a situation. 

Netanyahu, 46, suffers, in comparison, from his youth and 
lack of Cabinet experience. This assessment of Peres seems 
even to be compatible, for some, with the belief that his 
policies brought on or exacerbated the recent terrorist as
saults. However, the question uppermost in everyone's 
thoughts in the wake of the multiple disasters is what to do 
next rather than how Israel got to this point. 

The answer, embraced by 85 percent ofthe public in recent 
polls, is "separation." Desperate to regain a basic sense of 
personal security in their own streets, the vast majority of 
Israelis now say they want, above all, to see their country 
physically separated from the Palestinian entity. Whether 
that entity becomes an independent state is, increasingly, a 
matter of indifference. Peres, like his late predecessor Yitzhak 
Rabin, was never attracted by the arguments of the separa
tionists. 

Butnow, Peres has been persuaded by his younger minis
ters that this is the way forward, both to reconstruct the 
shattered peace process and to win the May 29 election. 
"Separation," Peres mused March 10, "is paradoxical: when 
you fail (to live together), you need it; if it succeeds, you 
won't need it any more." For the moment, most Israelis feel 
they need it. And the government, in the context of its all-out 
war against Hamas terrorism, is flooding the West Bank 
border zone with army, police and helicopter patrols. The 
purpose of this massive effort is to keep the Palestinians out. 

To the same end, Israeli officials granted licenses last 
week for thousands more foreign workers to be brought in to 
work at low-paying Israeli construction and agricultural jobs 
in place of Palestinians from the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
The number of authorized foreign workers in Israel now 
exceeds 100,000; informed sources say the real total is much 
higher. For Labor, with its essentially pragmatic approach to 
the question of the territories, separation is a policy and an 
electoral platform that can be adopted without difficulty. 

All that is needed to capture the mood of the moment is to 
secure the money, workers and other required resources for 
separation projects so that the electorate can be convinced 
that now, at last, the government means business. For the 
Likud and its alJies on the rig~t,.h~we:Ver, the public yearn
ing for.separation· poses 'problelTts.Jdeologically, LiklJd'is 
still committed to a Greater Israel -and specifically, to the 
Jewish settlements throughout the West Bank. 


