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Histadrul-Amal 
Mid-West Region 

the Free 
Press and 
The Trib
une and 
seeing all 
the pictures 
of the sol
diers who 
were killed 
in action. I 
remember 
asking my 
brother 
Shep what 
the word 
action 
meant. 
Robertson 

During the day, 
Mr. Sisler would 
walk the halls of 
the school and then 
suddenly burst 
into a room, pass 
sheets of paper 
around, and test us 
with questions in 
history, 
arithmetic, and 
other subjects. 

organized 
and made a 
rink on the 
corner 
played with 
broom
sticks and a 
round, fro
zenred ball. 
In the sum
mer we 
played soc
cer with a 
ball loaned 
tousbyMr. 
Sisler, prin
cipal of 
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Memorial Church was on 
the opposite side of the 
school, and next to it was 
the Robertson Place, which 
was to attract young people 
to join cI ubs and other inter
ests. 

The clubs met regularly 
once a week for meetings. I 
belonged to a club called 
The Young Citizens. We 
met each Friday after school, 
played basketball, and then 
had meetings_ It was a won
derful experience for all the 
students from Strathcona 
School. I remember having 
a small part in a Christmas 
play. 

RON ROSENBLAT SANDY HURWITZ 

When I lived in the house 
on Magnus and Andrews, 
which was a double unit, 
my Uncle Aaron and his 
family lived next door. I re
call that when school started 
after Labor Day one Sep
tember, the snow was so 
high that my father had to 
come out and carry me back 
home. 

President Executive Director During the winter, all the 
boys that lived on the street 
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When the Jews were trapped between the Egyptians and the Red 
Sea, and Moses prayed for salvation, G-d told him to stretch his 
hand over the waters. But G-d also told Moses that people have to 
take the initiative when they face danger or distress. If they do, 
G-d said, they'll find the divine assistance. One man took the 
initiative. Nachshon Ben Aminadav leaped into the raging waters 
of the Red Sea, and the Red Sea parted. It was one of the greatest 
leaps of faith of all time. 

Through your connection to the WJCC/CJA 
you make the leap of faith that makes the 
difference in our own community, in Israel, 
and around the world. 
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Strathcona 
School. We used the 
grounds of William White 
School, which was a girls' 
school in those days. 

SISLER STRICT 
Mr. Sisler was very strict 

and a very rigid person. 
During the day, he would 
walk the halls of the school 
and then suddenly burst into 
a room, pass sheets of paper 
around, and test us with 
questions in history, arith
metic, and other subjects. 
He taught us how to write 
the correct way - not with 
fingers, but with the hand 
and arm forming the words. 

He would take the foot
ball team down to the lower 
floor and teach players how 
to trap a ball, pass and shoot. 
I am certain that helped the 
boys playing later for 
YMHA football teams in the 
city competitions. When the 
noon hour bell rang for lunch 
time, all the students went 
home for dinner, as it was 
called in those days. 

He would sit by a window. 
on the third floor of the 
school, and see what stu
dent was running home. 
When the boy or girl that 
ran came back to school, he 
would make them walk up 
and down the stairs for a 
long time. His motto was: 
You must never run home 
from school. 

When the school was built 
in 1904, the district was 
made up of a mixed popula
tion of Jews, Ukrainians, 
Polish and other nationali
ties. The school board sug
gested that he teach the stu
dents in thei'rnative tongues, 
in different rooms. He em
phatically refused, com
bined them and taught them 
entirely in English. Across 
the school was a vacant lot 
which he divided into parts 
for a garden, where he taught 
the students how to plant 
vegetables and flowers. 

When the school season 
started, a football schedule 
was started with all schools 
in the North and South End 
playing a series in their own 
division. The games started 
with warm weather; when 
the finals had to be played 
between the north and south 
divisions, I recall one final 
game that was played be
tween the north and south 
against the Earl Grey team 
?n their grounds, knee deep 
In snow. 
GOALKEEPER CRIED 

We lost that game and 
championship 3-2. Our 
goalkeeper, Izzy Margolis, 
cried all the way home. 

When Strathcona School 
started, it went from Grade 
I to 8. Later, when the Isaac 
Newton Junior High School 
was built, Strathcona 
changed to Grades I to 6 . I 
attended Isaac Newton from 

Leible (left) and Sheppy Hershfield in 1912. (photo 
courtesy of Jewish Historical Society of Western 
Canada.) 

Grades 7 to 9, and then, St. 
John's High School from 
Grade 10 to 13. 

ATE LUNCH IN 
SEVEN MINUTES 

I'll never forget the three 
years I went to Isaac New
ton. We lived at 682 112 
Selkirk Avenue near 
McKenzie Street. When the 
noon hour bell rang, I ran all 
the way home from Alfred 
and Parr, had my dinner in 
seven minutes, and then ran 
all the way back to school in 
time for a baseball game at 
12:20. The playground area 
behind the school was very 
small. It consisted of two 
softball diamonds at each 
end, with a volleyball and 
basketball court in the cen
tre. 

While attending Isaac 
Newton, I sold papers after 
4. My corner was in front of 
the McLaren Hotel at Rupert 
and Main Street. My brother 
Shep sold papers and then, 
when he stopped and en
tcred Medical School, I took 
over. 

The boys who sold pa
pers after school were al
lowed to leave at 10 min
utes to 4 to catch a streetcar 
on Arlington that took us to 
our comers to sell the 4 p.m. 
edition. Mickey Panisco of 
the Free Press had pony and 

wagon loaded with the 
evening editions, and then 
drove along Portage and 
Main street distributing the 
papers to each newsboy. 

Barney Mogul did the 
same with the Tribune. 
When the Free Press 
changed its distribution 
from the pony express to a 
big truck, I would stand on. 
the other side of the street, 
and Mickey would throw 
the papers to me with my 
arms wide open while the 
truck was going along at top 
speed. 

It was terrible in the win
ter, standing out in front of 
the McLaren Hotel in 30 
below zero weather selling 
papers. I would go into the 
hotel often to warm up. At 6 
p.m. I would go home, but 
first I would deliver a paper 
to Levine's kosher restau
rant at Logan and Martha 
streets. 

Stone's kosher place was 
down the street at Higgins. 
Many customers of these 
two places were in the fur 
manufacturing and clothing 
industry, in that area. At 6 
p.m. I took the Selkirk 
streetcar home. My daily 
profit was 25 or 30 cents. 
This I would give to my 
mother. I would usually get 
the same streetcar conduc-
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tor, give him a paper and 
then get a free ride home. 

During my years at 
Strathcona School, I went 
to cheder which was located 
on McGregor and Magnus 
A venue. This was a two
room unit and the teachers 
were Mr. Krindle and his 
son. I went to this cheder 
until I graduated to the Tal
mud Torah School on 
Charles and Selkirk Avenue. 

HID FOOTBALL 
SHOES UNDER 
SIDEWALK ON 

SHABBES 
When we lived on 

Magnus Avenue, I would 
attend the Adas Yeshurun 
Synagogue Saturday morn
ings. This interfered with 
our football games, which 
were scheduled that day. 
The streets were made of 
mud and had wooden 
sidewalks. To get to the 
games, I would hide my 
football shoes under one of 
the sidewalks. 

When I returned, my fa
ther would ask me where I 
was during the reading of 
the Torah. I would answer: 
"We were at another shule 
where there was a bar 
mitzvah." My father always 
wondered why there was so 
many bar mitzvahs in the 
winter. In the afternoon I 
went downtown and sold 
papers until 6 p.m., and then, 
went home. 
LINED UP IN ORDER 

OF SIZE 
When we went to the Adas 

Yeshurun, I remember very 
clearly coming home each 
Pesach from shule and the 
four brothers lining up in 
order of size. I was last as I 
was smallest. We would 
march into the house sing
ing and dancing around my 
mother, who would burst 
into tears of joy. Then we 
would take part in the seder. 
We ended the evening with 
"Echod Mi Yodayah" and 
"Adon Olam". 

On Yom Kippur, we 
ended the service at the syna
gogue with the four 
Hershfield boys standing at 
the front of the Torahs, and 
singing with the congrega
tion. 

During the school sum
mer holidays, my parents 
didn't have the money to go 
to The Beach. The city 
school board under the di
rection of Arthur Morrison 
set up a schedule of games 
between the North and 
South End schools. The boys 

A Selkirk A venue furniture store, early 1900s. Photo 
reprinted from Journey iI/to Our Heritage, by Harry 
Gutkin. 

and girls 
were di
vided into 
groups ac
cording to 
the i r 
weight. 
The teams 
w ere 
called; A, 
B, C, D, E, 
F. A c1ass
under 65 
Ibs. B class 
- under 75 
Ibs. ; C 
c1ass- 85 
Ibs_; D 
c1ass- 95 

marched us 
to the po
lice station 
on Magnus 
and 
Charles. It 
was fortu
natethatwe 
had our 
leader and 
spokes
man, Phil 
Geller, to 
bail us out 
with only a 
reprimand. 

VVhen Strathcona 
School won the 
banner and shield, 
we marched home 
singing and yelling 
and made a very 
loud racket on the 
street. The police 
stopped us and 
marched us to the 
police station on 
Magnus and 
Charles. 

Thesum
mer ended 
after La

bour Day; then it was back 
to school. At Isaac Newton, 
I was a member of the track 
team and won many prize 
ribbons. I also had the dis
tinction of winning a medal 
as the school's outstanding 
athlete of the year in 1923. 

Ibs.; Eclass-I OOlbs.; Fclass 
- over 110 Ibs. 

The A and B teams played 
baseball and dodgeball in 
the afternoon. The C, D, E, 
and F teams played evening 
games of baseball, volley
ball and basketball. 

Each school had a super
visor and two assistants. At 
the end of the summer, the 
North Division would play 
the South Division in finals 
at City Park on a Saturday 
afternoon. The winning 
school would receive a silk 
and velvet banner with its 
name imprinted. 

Then there was the track 
and field competition be
tween the schools. The 
events were races, jumps, 
shotput, and highjump. The 
winning school would win 
a silver shield. This event 
took place at the Central 
School grounds on William 
Avenue. 

LOUD RACKET 
I clearly remember one 

year when Strathcona 
School won the banner and 
shield. We marched home 
singing and yelling and 
made a very loud racket on 
the street. 

The police stopped us and 

After three years at Isaac 
Newton, students went to 
St. John's Technical High 
School for Grade 10, on 
Salter and Church. I still 
lived at 524 Magnus Av
enue, which was a long way 
to the school. The daily route 
was down Andrews Street 
to Mountain A venue. After 
Mountain A venue, there 
was open prairie to the 
school, and more prairie to 
West Kildonan. 

I only stayed at St. John's 
for one year in Grade 10, 
and then left school. While 
at St.John's, I played forthe 
basketball and hardball 
teams. The annual field day 
at River Park was a success
ful event for our school. I 
won ribbons in 1924 : 2nd 
for the shotput, and first for 
the half-mile relay. 

In 1924, I played for the 
St. John's Rovers hardball 
team, in the 16 and under 
Midget Division league. We 
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played at the Exhibition Park 
at Dufferin and Arlington. 
This was the first and last 
time I played with a glove. 

In 1925 at 16, I became 
the youngest member of the 
YMHAseniorsoftball team. 
In 1930, I was a member of 
the YMHA soccer team 
which captured division 
medals. 

I left school after Grade 
10 and got a job for the 
summer with the Fifth Av
enue Dress Shop on Portage 
Avenue. Mr. Fashler, owncr 
of the store, was very nice to 
me, but I stayed only for the 
summer months. My next 
job was at the Film Ex
change on Hargrave Street 
between Ellice and 
Qu' Appelle. I was the film 
shipper for the Regal Films 
Company, distributor of 
Metro Goldwyn Mayer 
Films. That was in 1925, 
and only silent films are 
made. A year later, MGM 
made some silent films, and 
added to the roll of films 
was a separate sound record 
which would play while the 
record was on the screen. 
Many times the films would 
show on the screen, but the 
record would have flaws, so 
the film would continue, but 
the record would play the 

Happy Passover to all our 
members and friends 

same words ovcr. 
The first talkie film was 

"The Jazz Singer", with AI 
Jolson as the rabbi's son, 
taking the role of a cantor. 
The film shipper had a very 
important job, as he had to 
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