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Trying to cash in on Auschwitz 
A recent order to at least temporarily halt construc-

t)~~~~ 

l~jtL ~~~c~~ftz~~n~;::~~~c~~~~l~~es~;;lta~~~~. the 
Plans for this commercial venture appropriately outraged 

Jews and others around the world, including Alberta's 
Sigmund Sobololewski. 

A non-Jewish former inmate at Auschwitz, the Polish-born 
Sobolewski is vice president ofthe Alberta-based Auschwitz 
Awareness Society. He's played a key role over the years in 
pressuring for greater acknowledgement that Jews were the 
main victims at Auschwitz, and in showing greater respect 
for their memories at the death camp. 

In a February 27 newsletter detailing plans for the 
mini-mall, Sobolewski said the two businessmen involved 
"have a long, anti-Semitic past. They took over (illegally) 
the fornler Call11elite Convent (at Auschwitz) after the nuns 
left in June of 1993," under international pressure. 

The two businessmen also fornled a 'Society of War 
Victims' which petitioned the Pope to allow these nuns to 
stay, Sobolewski added. They "arc now displaying 
40-foot-long banners on the convent's fence, accusing the 
Jews of trying to steal the 30-feet-high wooden cross erected 
in the garden of the fonner convent." 

In another newsletter, Sobolewski exposes the hypocrisy 
of Poles he claims supported the project, including the 
mayor of Oseiecim (Auschwitz). The mayor argued that 
residents of the city "urgently needed" the shopping plaza 
for their own use, Sobolewski said in a March 21 newsletter. 

In fact, he points out, most the of the city's workers live in 
a district across the river and seven kilometres away from the 
mall, and 70 per cent of the residents don't own cars. On the 
other hand, 500,000 tourists visit Auschwitz each year, and 
would have provided a ready market for the "beer tavern", 
"fast food outlets", "souvenir shops" and other stores. 

The Pol ish government deserves praise for joining in the 
protest against the project which brought it to a halt late last 
month. It's noteworthy, though, that the order to halt 
construction is only temporary. The Auschwitz Museum 
Council, the body responsible for protecting the Auschwitz 
grounds, oversees a 100-seat restaurant at the exit to the 
death camp. It's slated to discuss the fate of the mini-mall 
at a meeting later this month. 

It is to be hoped the council will give plans for the 
mini-mall a final burial. That proposed project should be 
seen for what it is: A brazen attempt by private business 
interests to cash in on Auschwitz. 
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Economy key issue for Palestinian Authority Medieval Spanish 
Haggadah 

Israeli investments partly offset effects of closure ... 
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BEHINDTHEHEADLINES 

YOOAIIIII-IA/IIIZRACH-E 
Responsibility for the 

day-to-day needs of the resi
dents of the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank arc now the 
problem of the presidentand 
his administration. 

Arafat and Israel alike are 
aware that supplying food, 
creating jobs, and supply
ing water and electricity are 
the real key to the success of 
the Israeli, PLO and inter
national experiment. Prob
lems such as suicide attacks 
against Israelis and Jews a 
few months from Israel's 
crucial general election do 

not help the Palestinian Au
thority. 

Israel's immed iate reac
tion to every terror attack is 
an almost reflex reaclion of 
scaling oil the Palestinian 
Authority territory. 

About 60,000 Palestin
ians have to stay home, un
able toearn Iheir livelihoods 
in Israel. The mainly Israeli 
flood of exports into the ter
ritories comes to a stop and 
Palestinian manufacturcrs 
and farmers cannot send 
their products to Israel or 
through Israel, to 
neighboring Arab countries. 
The seal off means, in ef
fect, paralyzing the Pales
tinian economic infrastruc
ture. 

Situations such as this, 
criticized by the interna
tional community as "col
lective punishment", are not 
helping either Israel or the 
Palestinians, who co-signed 
the Oslo agreement and 
other specific agreements 
dealing with the economic 
development of the Pales-
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Palestinians working on new sewage system in West 
Bank town of Jenin in 1993: About 60,000 Palestinians 
out of work now because ofisraeI's sealing off of Pales
tinian Authority territory after bombings. IPPA photo. 

tin ian Authority. 
Recently, I received two 

documents which deal with 
this issue. One, "Israeli Ac
tions Towards Strengthen
ing The Palestinian 
Economy", was sent by 
Adam K. Szweras, media 
relations officer at the Is
raeli Consulate in Toronto. 
lllis document focuses on 
1995 statistics and shows 
that Israel intends to keep to 
her commitment. 

Szweras writes, "Of a pro
posed $23 million, $13 mil
lion has already been in
vested in the construction 
of facilities for the passage 
of Palestinian workers, com
mercial goods, public trans
portation vehicles, and con
voys through the Erez 
checkpoint" at the northern 
end of the Gaza Strip. 

"A modern terminal is 
now being planned to ac
commodate an estimated 
40,0()() daily crossings of 
Palestinian workers there. 

"A new terminal enables 
these workers to bypass the 
Erez Crossing Point, which 
serves the entire Palestinian 
popu lation in the Gaza S tri p, 
and arrive at their place of 
employment without undue 
delay." 

On other issues the docu
ment states that Israel is in
vesting some $26 million 
for construction of cargo 
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tcrnlinals and import/export 
sites, where hundreds of 
trucks carry goods into the 
territories and a small 
number of trucks will bring 
into Israel, Palestinian goods 
and products. 

The document states 
"From May 1994 until May 
1995, Israel transferred NIS 
209.6 million ($69.8 mil
lion) in tax revenues to the 
PA. As of now, the total 
sum offunds transferred by 
Israel to the P A stands at 
NIS 311.6 million ($103.8 
million)." In accordance 
with the "Early Empower
ment Agreement" of August 
1994, Israel continues to 
collect and transfer to the 
Palestinian Authority other 
revenues. This includes the 
deduction for various serv
ices provided by Israel, such 
as the payments to Bezek, 
the Israeli telephone com
pany. 

"HOLAT FUND" 
Israel also participates in 

the "HoI at Fund", estab
lished in Oslo to support the 
Palestinian economy, and by 
the end of last year trans
ferred more than $10 mil
lion in donations. Another 
area of economic support is 
Israel's commitment to help 
the Palestinian Authority 
find international investors 
as well as to identify mar
kets for Palestinian goods. 
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On March 26, the direc
tor general of the foreign 
ministry, Uri Savir, spoke 
to thc International Press In
stitute in Jerusalem about 
regional economic develop
ment and cooperation. 
While Savir reviewed the 
overall picture and focused 
on the future Israeli, Syrian 
and Lebanese economic re
lation, he also discussed the 
Palestinian economic issue 
and said: "The economic 
factor was and is far more 
dominant. 

One of the issues that 
brought us actually to Oslo 
was when the Palestinian 
delegation there, who were 
exploring various ideas with 
Israeli academics, suddenly 
raised issues of regional eco
nomic development, of an 
economic relationship be
tween the Palestinians and 
Israel." 

Israel will also take part 
in a$l 00 million emergency 
fund of public works inside 
the territories, the UN an
nounced last month, due to 
signals that the territories' 
closure would continue un
til after the May 29 Israeli 
elections. Israel will con
tribute to the fund, Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres told his cabinet March 
17. But he didn't specify 
how much. 

All this and more, is over
shadowed by securi ty prob
lems as well as the coming 
election in Israel. But it 
shows that behind the head
lines, both sides continue to 
work to strengthen eco
nomic ties and commit
ments. Israel is well aware 
that the success of the Is
raeli-Palestinian accord 
rests on economic issues and 
the need for prosperity. 

An old Palestinian par
able states, "When there is 
enough flour in the ware
house, there is no room left 
for guns." 

(Cont. from page 2.) 

Rizanbegovic told Serotta 
how the home of his Mus
lim family had been "filled 
with 400 years of books" -
including a facsimile of the 
famed Sarajevo Haggadah
when in 1992 the Croats 
destroyed every building 
"and burned every book in a 
bonfire." 

Afterbeing released from 
a concentration camp, 
Rizanbegovic was "walking 
the streets of Sarajevo in 
borrowed clothing," seek
ing foodforhis family, when 
he spotted "one dogeared 
copy of the Sarajevo 
Haggadah" on a vendor's 
table. Rizanbegovic told 
Serotta, "This is what I 
bought, before food and 
clothes. This is what I 
bought to begin to build my 
library again." Today, the 
original book "is really 
safe," Serotta says. 

Old way of 
thinking 

Re the book review "Is
raelis contributing know
how for modem warfare" 
by Arnold Ages (The J ell'
ish Post & News, March 27): 

Professor Ages seems to 
revel in the descriptions of 
the vile technology and tac
tics described in War and 
Anti-War-Survival at The 
Dawn of The 21 st Century 
by Alvin and Heidi Toffler. 

He does not draw the ob
vious conclusion in his re
view, namely that our only 
real hope for survival at the 
dawn of the 21 st century 
lies in peace, disarmament 
and social justice - not only 
in the Middle East but 
throughout the world. No 
matter how new the weap
ons systems may be, they 
still represent the old. mili
taristic way of thinking. 

MARTIN ZEILIG 
Winnipeg 
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Comment from Israeli book review 

Look who's imploring human rights groups A candid glimpse of 
Kremlin thinking Hamas constitution calls for Muslims to kill Jews ... 

'"*1' ERUSALEM - In the 

J: mid-'40s, New York 
~ subway stations blos

somed with posters reading 
"Y ou don't have to be Jew
ish to enjoy Levy's 
Pumpernickle". 

MARGINAL COMMENT 

MELVIN FENSON 

How Soviet leaders responded to the Yom 
Kippur War ... 

Inside tile Kremlin During 
the Yom Kippur War. By 
Victor Israelyan. Penn 
Sta te Press 1996.238 pages. 

Review by ARNOLD 
AGES 

rr' he ~ollap~e (~f the I. SOVlCt Umon In the 
"'~,,~. past five years per

mits unprecedented 
glimpses into the workings 
of that country's foreign 
policy. 

LEONID BREZIINEV: 

I have an update. After 
last month's poll published 
in the Israeli press reporting 
that 74 per cent of Palestin
ians in Samaria (Shomron) 
favor the continuation of 
terror bombings against Is
raeli Jews, a new version is 
"You don't have to belong 
to Hamas to hate Jews." 

Hamas-affiliated students at Islamic University in Gaza cheer wildly last December as 
they watch mock murder of a kippa-wearing settler. AP photo. 

POST & NEWS 
BOOK REVIEW 

A whole new brand of 
expose writing is bursting 

Warning to the U.S. to stop 
Israeli "aggression". 

Who and what is Hamas? 
Islamic fundamentalism in 
Palestine goes back to the 
1920s. By the late 1980s, 
the movement was repre
sented by Hamas (Harakat 
Muqawama Islamiyya - the 
Movement for Islamic Re
sistance). It issued a 10-
point charter in 1988 (long 
preceding the Israel-Arafat 
peace movement). File for 
future reference: 

1. Hamas is committed 
to a holy war for Palestine 
against the Jews until the 
victory of Allah is imple
mented. 

2. The land must be 
cleansed of impurity and 
viciousness of its tyrannical 
rulers. 

3. Under the wings of 
Islam, coexistence is possi
ble with members of other 
faiths. When Islam does not 
prevail, then bigotry, hatred, 
controversy, corruption and 
oppression prevail. 

4. The Muslims arc un
der obligation, by orCIer of 
their Prophets, to fight Jews 
and kill them wherever they 
can find them. 

5. The Hamas strives to 
establish an entity where 
Allah is the ultimate goal, 
the Quran its constitution, 
Jihad (holy war) its means, 
death for the cause of Allah 
- its sublimest aspiration. 

6. The land of Palestine 
is a Holy Islamic Endow
ment (Waqf) until the end 
of days. Thus no one can 

negotiate it away. 
7. It is the personal reli

gious duty of each indi
vidual Muslim to carry out 
this Jihad in order to bring 
redemption to the land. 

8. The Hamas is opposed 
to all international confer
ences and negotiations and 
to any peaceful settlement. 

9. The Jews have taken 
over the world media and 
financial centers. By fo
menting revolutions, wars, 
and such movements as the 
Free Masons, Communism, 
Capitalism, Zionism, Ro
tary, Lions, B 'nai Brith, etc .. 
they are subverting human 
society". and take over the 
world via such of their pet 
institutions as the League of 
Nations, the UN, and the 
Security Council. Their 
schemes are detailed in the 
Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion. 

I O. The Hamas opposes 
the PLO secular state in 
Palestine because it would 
be anti-Islamic in essence. 

(Source - Resistance 
Movement, Hamas 
Raphael Israeli, Truman 
Research Institute, Hebrew 
University: published in The 
1988-89 Annual on Terror
ism, Alexander and Foxman 
[eds.] Kluwer Academic 
Publishers). 

Now hear this: March 24, 
1996 - Jerusalem Post -
Hamas called on human 
rights groups yesterday to 
prevent Israel from carry
ing out plans to expel Pales
tinians linked to Muslim 
militant groups that have 
killed 58 people in four sui-

Hamas threatens more bombings 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - After a monthlong lull in the 

terror attacks that shook Israel, two Islamic militant groups 
have threatened to resume their suicide bombing missions. 
The Izz a-Din al-Kassam Brigade, the anned wing of Ham as, 
said in a leaflet distributed Apri12 to news agencies here that 
it was "not going to give up and is going to punish everyone 
who declared war against Hamas." The threat, which came 
on the eve of the Passover holiday, was issued a day after a 
smaller fundamentalist group, Islamic Jihad, promised new 
suicide attacks against the Jewish state. 

The groups claimed responsibility for four suicide attacks 
against Israel in late February and early March that claimed 
the lives of 58 victims. In their leaflet, the Hamas group 
referred to their suicide attacks as "the wonderful martyr
dom operations." 

cide bombings. "We im
plore human rights groups 
to intervene immediately to 
prevent a repetition of the 
policy of forced emigration 
executed by Israeli occupa
tion authorities" said Hamas 
in a statement faxed to news
papers. "Expulsion is one of 
the most dangerous viola
tions of human rights ... " the 
Hamas statement said. 

It's interesting to note that 
the Association of Civil 
Rights in Israel (ACRI) and 
the Meretz Party have also 
lobbied against expulsions. 
Meanwhile, talk of expul
sions of Ham as remains pure 
election bluster. 

WHERE IS NEW 
MIDDLE EAST? 

One result of the closure, 
about which the Palestin
ians complain, is that car 
theft in Israel has dropped 
by 50 per cent. This ad
versely affects the Palestin
ian economy because now 
they have to pay for their 
cars. A more serious ques
tion being posed, in the heat 
of the election campaign, 
is". what happened to 
Labor's peace campaign? 
Where is the new Middle 
East modelled on the Euro
pean Union? 

Since the Sharm-el
Sheikh International Con
ference on terrorism last 
month, Labor has been 
stressing its war against ter
rorism. Peace? War? The 
public may be forgiven for 
its state of confusion. The 
missing piece of the puzzle 
is the identity of Israel's 
partner for peace. What Is
rael is engaged in appears to 
be a series of unilateral con
cessions to the Palestinians. 
Peace, on the other hand, is 
like a tango ... but if it takes 
war to gain peace, who is 
our partner? Oneof Arafat's 
reciprocal gestures for Isra
el's concessions was a 
pledge to amend his Pales
tinian Covenant, pledging 
to wipe out Israel. He prom
ised, for the umpteenth time, 
to do it in March. March 
ended 10 days ago. Let's 
wait and see. 

*** 
While the press reported 

asubstantial numberofcan
cellations of Jewish group 
tours, Winnipeg may take 
pride in the determination 
of a Catholic tour leader, 
Father Paul Campeau, of the 
Winnipeg Catholic pilgrim 
group, in conducting a tour 
to Israel for 57 Winnipeg 
Catholics. which concluded 
several weeks ago. 

Tour arrangements were 
handled jointly by Canadian 
Christian Tours of Edmon
ton, and Tel Aviv's 
Greentours Travel Agency, 
operated by two ex-Cana
dian R CAF veterans, L ione 1 
Drucker, (fornlerly Sydney, 
N.S.) and Arthur Goldberg, 
(formerly Vancouver). Both 
came to Israel to fight in the 
1948 War ofI ndependence, 
and after the war, estab
lished Israel's firsttourcom
pany, Sightseeing Tours. 
Their Greentours agency 
specializes in Canadian pil
grim groups tothe holy land. 

The group "Nathanael" 
visited Egypt, Sinai,Jordan, 
Israel and Rome. At the clos
ing dinner chaired by 
Goldberg, Canadian Am
bassador to Israel David 
Berger and officers of Ca
nadian forces serving in the 
area with the UN were in 
attendance. 

on the scene, authored by former Soviet diplomats and 
leaders eager to set the record straight, and perhaps cam a 
few book royalties. 

Now Victor Israelyan, a highly-placed member of the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry who served both in Moscow and the 
United Nations, has corne through with a study of what was 
going on behind Kremlin walls during the 1973 Yom Kippur 
War. 

Israelyan writes unemotionally about the event and about 
the way the Soviet authorities handled that major crisis. His 
first observation is that Moscow, despite the financial and 
military aid it had provided to Egypt and Syria, had much 
less control over those countries than western sources be
lieved. 

H is second point is that while the Soviets had general 
knowledge about Sadat's plans to unleash war against Israel, 
and tried to dissuade him from the venture, they didn't know 
the exact day and hour until it was too late to stop the 
combined Egyptian-Syrian assault. Their ambassadors in 
Damascus and Cairo were in close contact with the Arab 
leaders, but not to the point that they were made privy to 
classified information. 

Israelyan also notes that in politbUro discussions just 
before and during the hostilities, Soviet military experts 
downgraded the Arab potential for success, and argued that 
a military defeat for the Arabs would benefit Soviet policy. 
When the Egyptian-Syrian thrusts into Sinai and the Golan 
Heights achievcd major breakthroughs, the same military 
experts expressed astonishment. 

KOSYGIN URGED CEASEFIRE 
During Deputy Prime Minister Alexei Kosygin's visit to 

Cairo in the early days of the war, the Soviet leader boasted 
publicly about the Soviet anns that had helped the Egyptians 
and Syrians achieve victories in Sinai and the Golan Heights. 
In private, however, he urged Sadat to agree to a cease-fire 
to consolidate Arab advances. 

Israelyan says Soviet intelligence knew through satellite 

Cabinet accepts findings of 
inquiry into Rabin killing 

reconnaissance of Ariel 
Sharon's thrust to the west
ern portion of the Suez Ca
nal area, and tried to im
press upon Saclat the need to 
effect a cease-fire, but Sadat 
dismissed the Soviet warn
ings and minimized the Is
raeli raids. 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - The Israeli Cabinet has formally 
accepted the findings and recommendations of the three
member government panel charged with investigating the 
security lapses that made the assassination ofYitzhak Rabin 
possible. 

At the March 31 weekly meeting, the Cabinet also ap
pointed a committee to oversee implementation of the 
Shamgar Commission's recommendations. In its findings, 
issued March 28, the panel concluded that Israeli security 
services had ignored information indicating that a Jewish 
militant might try to kill the prime minister. 

The panel also found flaws in security planning for the 
November 4 Tel Aviv peace rally at which Rabin was shot. 
The commission held 61 meetings and heard 72 witnesses 
before publishing 214 pages of findings as well as a I 18-
page classified appendix dealing with the operational meth
ods of the Shin Bet, Israel's domestic intelligence agency, 
and police. Among the panel's recommendations was a call 
for the Shin Bet and Israeli police to cooperate more closely. 

The Israeli daily Ha' aretz reported March 31 that the 
classified appendix also included a recommendation that the 
Shin Bet more closely supervise its operatives, like Avishai 
Raviv, the head of an extremist grouIJ knC?wn ~s Eyal. who 
monitored Yigal Amir, Rabin's eventual assassin . 

Soviet representatives in 
Egypt told Sadat they would 
continue to resupply the 
Arab al111ies, but that it was 
not an opened-ended ar
rangement. The loss of 
I,O()() tanks a day was sim
ply too much. 

One of the most impor
tant parts of this fascinating 
document is the description 
of the way Soviet propa
ganda orchestrated its anti
Israel campaign from the 
first days of the Sinai pen
etration by Egyptian forces. 

(Cont. on page 15. See 
"Book review".) . 


