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National news 

Bouchard speech gets mixed reactions 
By JANICE ARNOLD 

MONTREAL-Reaction 
by Jewish guests at Premier 
Lucien Bouchard's address 
to the anglophone commu
nity last month varied from 
congratulations for his ini
tiative and frankness to 
skepticism about his mo
tives and despondency over 
his confirmation of yet an
other referendum. 

Most agreed there was 
not enough news to change 
the mood in the community 
or ease Montreal's eco
nomic woes. 

"It was what we expected, 
but not as much as we hoped," 
said Federation CJA Vice 
President and businessman 
Stanley Plotnick. "It will 
have no impact. It's not go
ing to convince anyone to 
keep their money here or 
young people to stay ... The 
malaise remains in the com
munity." 

Plotnick had hoped 
Bouchard would not stress 
the inevitability of another 
referendum. 

"If there was any ambi
guity that (he) is a separatist 
to the heart, it is now gone ... 
I'm disappointed that he did 
not, at least, announce a 
moratorium on referenda to 
allow the economy to re
cover, or offered some hope 
that Quebec might yet find 
satisfaction in a repositioned 
Canada." 

Plotnick was satisfied 
that Bouchard appeared to 
distance himself from 
Jacques Parizeau's "ethnic 
vote" remarks. "I think we 
can put those racist eom
ments behind us ... and now 
sit down and talk directly 

IRWIN COTLER, law 
professor: "I was pleased 
by his honesty." 

(with the PQ)." 
Sheila Kussner, a volun

teer and federal Liberal. did 
not derive even that much 
solace. 

"That he would even 
think of anotherreferendum 
at this time is shocking. To 
have this threat over our 
heads is a disaster for Mon
treal and Quebec, economi
cally and socially." 

Kussner was not im
pressed by Bouchard's as
surances of English rights 
in education and health care. 
"He's saying 'trust me,' but 
past history has shown we 
should be wary of him." 

Law professor Irwin 
Cotler appreciated the pre
mier's affirmation that mi
norities are equal citizens 
and should feel athomehere. 
"I was pleased by his hon
esty ... This was not an at
tempt to get people on board 
or to make promises ... He's 
saying we should not feel 
alienated or marginalized." 

Lawyer Morton Bessner 
feels Bouchard has "opened 
the door a crack" but "the 

ROBERT LIBMAN: "It 
was mostly motherhood 
and apple pie." 

real test is where we go from 
here. " 

Perhaps 20 per cent of the 
400 invited persons were 
Jewish, with large represen
tations from Canadian Jew
ish Congress (CJC) and Fed
eration CJA, as well as indi
viduals from the fields of 
law, academia, business and 
the media. 

"It was mostly mother
hood and apple pie," said 
Robert Libman, regional 
B 'nai Brith director and 
former Equality party 
leader. 

Libman thinks Bouchard 
held the event to squelch the 
partition movement and, in 
so doing, divide 
anglophones. "Because 
there was no major an
nouncement, such as sof
tening the language laws or 
setting up a task force on 
anglos, you have to ques
tion his motives." 

Reprinted with pe/mis
sion, Canadian Jewish 
News. 

Community Places 
Building for Tomorrow 

The Community Places Program helps nonprofit 
organizations to improve quality of living within their 
communities. Using lottery revenues, the program 
provides funding support for the upgrading, 
construction or acquisition of sustainable bUildings and 
other facilities that provide lasting, long-term benefits 
to community residents. 

Under Community Places, grants of up to 50 per cent 
of eligible project costs, to a maximum of $50,000, are 
available to recreational, cultural, heritage and other 
nonprofit community organizations in Manitoba. 

For more information or an application package, 
please contact the Community Places Office in 
Winnipeg at 945-0502. Outside Winnipeg, 
call toll-free '-800-894-3777. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: MAY 17, 1996 

Manitoba 
Culture, Heritage 
and Citizenship 

Quebec to allow stores to sell 
English-only Passover products 
By BRAM D. EISENTHAL 

MONTREAL (JTA) - The "Matzahgate" scandal is at an 
end, at least fornow. A few weeks before Passover, a Quebec 
government agency attempted to block the sale of kosher for 
Passover products that did not have labels in French. After 
a tense period of accusations of insensitivity and even anti
Semitism leveled against the French Language Office, gov
ernment officials and Jewish community leaders reached an 
agreement two weeks ago. 

Passovermatzah and other kosher foods will be allowed to 
be sold in Quebec stores next year for Passover, even though 
their English-only labeling contradicts Quebec's language 
charter, which calls for French to appear on all publicly 
displayed products. Many Passover products sold in Quebec 
are imported from the United States. 

The agreement came after a two-hour meeting between 
officials of the French Language Office, which polices the 
language legislation, and representatives of the Canadian 
Jewish Congress and the Sephardi community. 

"I think we made a constructive small step in sensitizing 
them to the concerns of our community vis-a-vis this issue," 
said Jack Jedwab, executive director of the CJC's Quebec 
region. Jedwab expressed dismay, however, that the lan
guage office had not immediately exempted the kosher 
products. The law permits such exemptions for religious 
reasons. 

The ire of the Jewish community here was raised after the 
language office received a letter from a major food distribu
tor informing it that the labeling of the imported Passover 
products was illegal. The letter urged immediate action 
"because kosher products are on the shelves for a limited 
time." 

Some stores pulled the matzah and other kosher products 
with English labels from their shelves. Nicole Rene, presi
dent of the French Language Office, said at a news confer
ence after the meeting with Jewish leaders that "the Jewish 
community was not being targeted. It was the importers who 
were targeted because they were not complying with the 
law." 

Rene announced that a task force comprised of CJC and 
government officials would be formed to work toward a 
solution that would not require amendments to the French 
Language Charter. Reisa Teitelbaum, head of the CJC Que
bec region, said, "I would like tofind a long-term solution so 
that this doesn't happen again." 

Strike fails to 
halt kosher 

meat 
By LEILA SPEISMAN 

TORONTO - A three
week-old strike by Ontario 
public servants, including 
meat inspectors; had little 
effect on the supply of ko
sher meat by March 21. 

This, according to Rabbi 
Mordechai Levin, executive 
director of the Kashruth 
Council of Jewish Federa
tion of Greater Toronto, was 
because all kosher meat in 
Toronto is under federal in
spection. 

Local butcher shops, in
cluding Perl's, Hartman's 
and Goldstein's, confirmed 
to The CJN that they only 
buy meat from federally in
spected suppliers. 

Phil Serriera, a meat buyer 
for Oshawa Foods, owner 
of Food City, said that the 
same holds true for their 
kosher purchases. The Food 
Ci ty at Clark and Hilda has 
a large kosher department. 

Sylvia Bielak of Lazar 
Yitzchok, which supplies 
meat to several chain stores, 
including Miracle Mart, 
echoed the belief of all the 
kosher meat suppliers and 
Rabbi Levin that federal 
meat inspection standards 
are mueh higher in terms of 
quality, cleanliness and 
equipment requirements. 

Reprinted with permis
sion. Canadian lewish 
News. 

Diamond lands Israel project 
By BEN ROSE 

TORONTO - Architect 
Jack Diamond and his com
pany have won the design 
competition for the new 
Foreign Ministry in Jerusa
lem, the $40-million build
ing to be completed by 1998 
for the state's 50th anniver
sary. 

The Foreign Ministry fa
ci Iitates diplomatic relations 
with 105 countries that rec
ognize Israel. It will be lo
cated in the national pre
cinct, which also houses the 
Knesset and the Supreme 
Court. 

The contract was won by 
A.J. Diamond, Donald 
Schmitt and Company in a 
joint venture with Kolker, 
Kolker, Epstein Architects 
of Jerusalem. This team re
cently completed the City 
Hall complex for Jerusalem 
and is currently producing 
the Gateway project at the 
entrance to Jerusalem, a 
mixed-use complex includ
ing amulti-purpose stadium, 
retail space and hotels. 

It's been a banner year 
for Diamond, a South Afri
can-born architect, who be
came an officer of the Order 
of Canada, and whose firm 
beat out 26 other competi
tors to design a new Jewish 
Community Centre on New 
York's Upper West side, 
north of Lincoln Centre. 

Model of a new foreign 
ministry in Jerusalem. 

This year as well, his 
firm, in association with 
Boigon Pillow Architects, 
won the contract for the new 
Baycrest Home for the 
Aged. 

Diamond is ecstatic when 
he speaks of Jerusalem (he 
has visited Israel's capital 
at least 50 times) and of his 
relations with the Jerusalem 
architects associated with 
the winning design. 

"When the first stage was 
finished, the Israel govern
ment representatives asked 
the remaining contenders to 
have their refined designs 
ready by January 29," he 
said. "I objected because 
there was a lot to do and I 
had promised my family a 
holiday. My Jerusalem as
sociates agreed and they 
joined my family in a rented 
house in Venice, where we 

JACK DIAMOND 

finished the design and all 
had a wonderful time." 

Reprinted with permis
sion. Canadian Jewish 
News. 

Thursday, noon is 
the deadline for 

news & advertising 
for the following 

week's issue of The 
Jewish Post & 

News 

A Winnipeg message of 
condolence to mayor of M etulla 

Following is a letter Bob Freedman, executive director of 
the Winnipeg Jewish Community Council. and Gerry 
Koffman, director of the Combined Jewish Appeal, sent 
April 16 to Yossi Goldberg, mayor of Me tulia. Israel: 

"Both personally and on behalf of the Jewish community 
of Winnipeg we wish to express our heartfelt sympathies to 
the people of Metulla (and in fact all the Northern Settle
ments) that have sustained physical injury or property dam
age during the recent barrage of Katusha attacks from the 
terrorist Hizbollah. 

"As well, after having had the pleasure over the years of 
getting to know you, your family and the community of 
Metulla we have both an appreciation and admiration for 
those of our Israeli brethren that live on the frontier. 

"It is you and your community that are not only our front 
line for defence, but your presence on the border sends a 
message to those that wish to destroy us, that we are prepared 
in body and soul to defend ourselves and stake claim to the 
right of the Jewish people to live in their homeland, Israel, in 
both security, normalcy, and peace. 

"We express our solidarity with the people of Me tulia, the 
Northern Settlements, and all Klal Yisrael." 

Israel shells UN base 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

"Israel should have waited and not fired," UN spokesman 
Mikael Lindvall told CNN. 

"The risks involved should have kept them from firing." 
But at the same time, a UN spokeswoman in New York, 
Sylvana Foa, said, "This is a typical guerrilla tactic, to hide 
behind acivilian position." Aday earlier,aHezbollah fighter 
shot at a UN peacekeeper for demanding that the Iranian
backed militia stop launching Katyusha rockets at Israeli 
targets from the area near the UN base. American officials 
tried in vain last week to convince Syria, Lebanon and 
Hezbollah to agree to a written cease-fire. 

A U.S. cease fire 
proposal called for 
the Lebanese 
goveI:nment to rein 
in Hezbollah in 
return for an 
Israeli 
commitment to 
negotiate 
withdrawal from 
southern Lebanon 
after nine months 
of quiet there ... 

The U.S. proposal called 
in part on the Lebanese gov
emmenttorein in Hezbollah 
militants in return for an Is
raeli commitment to nego
tiate a withdrawal from its 
security zone in southern 
Lebanon aftcr peace has 
been restored to the area for 
nine months. The UN Secu
rity Council was expected 
to issue one of two draft 
resolutions that were under 
consideration at a c1osed
door session April 18. The 
one more likely to be 
adopted was sponsored by 
the United States. It called 
for an immediate cease-fire 
and expressed concern 

about the impact of the tragedy on the peace process. 
The other, sponsored by Egypt on behalf of Lebanon, was 

deemed "totally unacceptable" by a spokesman for the 
Israeli Mission to the United Nations. That resolution's 
draft, written earlier last week, "strongly condemns the 
Israeli aggression against Lebanon" and calls upon Israel 
"immediately to cease its military action against the Leba
nese territorial integrity." It also asks the secretary-general 
to help Lebanon "overcome the hardships resulting from the 
Israeli aggression" to help sustain its reconstruction efforts. 

According to a UN spokesman, Secretary-General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali reacted to the attack on the UN base "with 
shock and horror." He "deplores and condemns this shelling 
in the strongest possible terms," the spokesman's s~atement 
said. Although the attack brought swift condemnatIOn from 
numerous governments, Peres stood firm in blaming 
Hezbollah for the carnage. Israeli officials in the United 
States adopted a similar stance. While expressing regret for 
the April 18 high civilian casualties, they nonetheless de
fended the Israeli operation as a measured and necessary 
response to sustained provocation. 

The attack on the UN base, they said, was a tragic and 
inadvertent byproduct of Hezbollah's systematic usc of 
civilians as cover for its assaults. And they said Israel would 
not end its operation without an end to the Hezbollah r~cket 
and mortar attacks. Knesset Speaker Shevach WCISS said he 
told Vice President AI Gore during a meeting in Washing
ton. D.C., "We, as Jews and Israelis, are strong enough and 
obligated to say it was a tragedy." ., 

"It wasn't our purpose to kill chil?ren. We are very sony, . 
Weiss told a meeting of the Conference of PreSidents ot 
Major American Jewish Organizations in New York .. "It was 
a tragedy, it was a terrible mistake." But at the same tII11e. he 
dCli'ndecl everv Israeli government's "baSIC and elemental 
responsibility to defend" its citizens. 
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C]C expresses deep sorrow over 
loss of life in Lebanon 

MONTREAL -CanadianJewish Congress President Goldie 
Hershon has expressed deep sorrow and pain over the loss of 
life in Lebanon. ·'We convey our profound sadness over 
today's tragedy," she stated. "It is always heart-rending to see 
civilians caught in the middle of such a conflict." 

Commenting on the Israeli government's efforts to protect 
its northern border population who continue to be shelled by 
Hizbollah Katyusha rocket attacks, the CJC leader stated: 

Operation Grapes of Wrath 

"Every government, including Israel's, has a right and a duty 
to protect its citizens and Hizbollah terrorists must ceasc their 
attacks on Israel. We all want an end to the hostilities and we 
believe the governments of Lebanon and Syria should dis
charge their responsibility by disarming the Iranian backed 
Hizbollah and preventing the use of Lebanese territory as a 
base for terror. That will surely go a long way towards ending 
the violence and paving the way for a return to the peace 
proccss." Hershon also sent condolences to the families of the 
victims of the brutal terrorist attack today in Egypt by Islamic 
fundamentalists against Greek tourists. 

Israel Air Force Commander Major General Herzl 
Bodinger describing a pin-point attack on a Hezbollah 
command center in the south of Beirut April 11 by the 
IDF. Copyright ISRANET. 

"ForgoUen"warflaresanew Israel 
battles Lebanese Hezbollah 

CIC expresses regret over 
civilian casualties in Lebanon 

OTTAWA - Stephen Victor, national chair of the Canada
Israel Committee, expressed sincere regret ovcrthedeaths and 
injuries of Lebanese civilians April 18 in a UN camp in 
southern Lebanon. Victor remarked: "We arc very saddened 
by the loss of innocent lives and emphasize that Israel has been 
making every effort in its operations against H izbollah to avoid 
civilian casualties. Sadly a tragic error occurred today, and this 
is decply regrettable. Detailed reports are not yct available. It 
is our understanding at this time that Katyusha rockets were 
fired at Israeli targets from an area close to the UN camps and 
that the IDF was responding to this." 

By ERIC ROZENMAN 
Managing Editor 
Washington Jewish Week 

WASHINGTON,D.C.
Except for those who fight 
it, the policy makers who 
manage it and relatives of 
the fallen, it was the "for
gotten war." But the 
Katyusha rocket attack on 
April 16 and subsequent 
calls for large-scale military 
action, boosted Israel's 
chronic conflict with the 
Lebanese Hczbollah - the 
pro-Iranian "Party of God" 
- back into the news. 

The long-running battle 
periodically forces some 
residents of the northern 
Galilee to sleep in under
ground bunkers and takes 
the lives of roughly two 
dozen Israeli soldiers every 
year. 

On March 4 and 10, am
bushes by Hezbollah in the 
Israeli-patrolled "security 
zone" in southcrnmost 
Lebanon killed five IDF (Is
rael Defense Forces) troops, 
including a Druze officer 
and two Druzecnlisted men. 
Responding Israeli artillery 
accidentally killed two 
Lebanese civilians, accord
ing to news reports. 

On March 20, a Hezbollah 
suicide bomber killed an 
ID F officer - another Druze, 
the second of his family to 
die on military service - two 
miles above Metulla, Isra
el'snorthernmosttown. The 
same day the State Depart
ment called on Israel, Syria 
and Lebanon to act with re
straint. 

Davar Rishon, an Israeli 
daily affiliated with the gov
ern ing Labor Party, reported 
on March 21: "It has been 
American pressure which 
has dcterred Israel from tak
ing aggressi ve action against 
Hezbollah until now." 

On March 30, Hezbollah 
fired approximately 30 
Katyusha rockets at Kiryat 
Shemona, an Israeli city of 
30,000 in the Galilee pan
handle, and other Jewish 
settlements adjacent to the 
northeastern sector of the 
zone. Israeli artillery re
sponded against 15 Shi'ite 
Mt'slcm villages. 

On March 31, Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 

Peres credited U.S. inter
vention with securing a Sy(: 
ian commitment to calm the 
situation. 

The estimated 3,000 to 
4,000 Hezbollah gunmen in 
south Lebanon operate un
der the eye of the Syrian 
military, which occupies 
much of Lebanon with 
35,000 troops. Regardless, 
Hezbollah leader Sheik 
Hassan Nasarallah report
edly declared that his forces 
would continue attacks un
til Israel withdraws from the 
security zone. 

Victor added: "We continue to support the efforts by Israel 
to establish security for its citizens in the northern Galilee 
region. We also believe that the only way to avoid such 
tragedies in the future is for all the partics to cooperate in 
confronting and eliminating terrorism and achieve a compre
hensive peace settlementafl'ecting not only southern Lebanon 
but the entire Middle East." 
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