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Editorial comlnent 

Vote to amend covenant only a first step 
. ing his arm in support of the resolution was the 

Fin he photograph showing Mohammed Abbas rais-

,. i. most dramatic sight of all. 
The Palestinian National Council, the ruling body of the 

Palestine Liberation Organization, April 24 voted over
whelmingly to remove all clauses from its 32-year-old 
founding covenant which call for an armed stmggle to 
destroy Israel. 

Abbas, who spoke and votcd in favor of that motion, was 
one of the most notorious Palestinian terrorists of all. Leader 
of the Palestinian Liberation Front, he masterminded the 
1985 hijacking of the cruise ship Achille Lauro, The Pales
tinian kidnappers shot Leon Klinghoffer, a whce1chair
bound American Jew, and threw his body overboard. 

As he entered the assembly hall in Gaza City last week 
where the PNC met, Abbas apologized for that murder, 
calling it "a mistake" and insisting there were "no orders to 
shoot civilians". 

Abbas added that it was time to forget about the past, and 
to start a new chapter in Palestinian-Israeli relations. 

For Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, the 504 to 54 
vote by the PNC had tremendous symbolic importance. A 
written promise from PLO Chair Yasser Arafat three years 
ago to nullify the anti-Israel clauses in the PNC's founding 
covenant had gone unfulfilled until now. It was that promise 
that paved the way for Oslo I and Oslo II, the accords the 
Israeli government signed with Arafaton extending self-rule 
to Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and West Bank. 

For many Jews in Israel and around the world, Arafat's 

failure until now to have those crucial clauses nullified was 
the ultimate proof he couldn't be trusted to keep his word. 

Amid the praise that historic vote garnered, it doesn't 
settle these Palestinian constitutional matters completely. 
The motion the PNC delegates approved also calls for the 
drafting within months either of new clauses in the existing 
covenant, or for an entirely new covenant, declaring an 
independent Palestinian state. That might prove difficult for 
Israelis to accept, until they learn in greater detail exactly 
what territories such a state will include. It was also 
unsettling to hear of Arafat standing at the podium at the 
PNC assembly, with a huge map of "Palestine" behind him 
that included all of present-day Israel. 

Peres claimed the PNC vote shows Arafat can be trusted 
to keep his word. But this newly-elected president of the 
'Palestinian Authority still hasn't fulfilled other written prom
ises, when it comes to protecting Israel from Palestinian 
terrorists. Of the 13 top Hamas terrorists whose detention 
Israel has requested, the Palestinian Authority has arrested 
only seven, one of whom is reported to have already been 
released. 

On balance, the PNC vote in Gaza City was a healthy 
move toward restoring Israeli faith in the peace process, 
and the Labor Party's vote the next day to end its oppo
sition in principle to Palestinian statehood was a logical 
response. 

But Arafat still has a lot more to do, to ensure most Israelis 
they can live safely, alongside an independent Palestinian 
nation in the Gaza Strip and West Bank. 

Israeli schools teach hi-tech Zionism 
Youngsters learn about industry, visit factories ... 

hen my chil
dren went to 
elemental'y 

school, they spent several 
hours a week working in the 
school's vegetable and 
flower garden preparing 
themselves "\0 make the 
desert bloom." 

ISRAEL UPDATE 

NECHEMIA MEYERS 
But when their children 

go to elementary school, 
those same hours will prob
ably be spent learning about 
industry, the focus of con
temporary pioneering. In
deed, the Ministry of Edu
cation decided that industry 

Inside an Israeli factory: Industry won out over Jerusa
lem's 3,OOOth anniversary as this year's national educa
tional theme. 

would be the central overall 
theme of this year's educa
tional program, because 
Ministry officials believcd 
it to be more important than 
an alternative theme, Jeru
salem's 3000th anniversary. 
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Not only do the participat
ing youngsters study about 
industry in the classroom, 
but the older ones also visit 
factories, many of which 
have created special facili
ties forthe inquisitive young 
people. 

A particularly popular 
site, for reasons that should 
be obvious, is the Elite fac
tory, where the hosts pass 
out samples of the choco
late bars and candies manu
factured there. Also attract
ing many school groups is 
the Tefen science-based in
dustrial park in the Western 
Galilee, which is equipped 
with particularly sophisti
cated multimedia devices. 
Going still further, 38 of 
Israel's 300 junior high 
schools have introduced a 
new topic into their cur
ricula, "The Economy, In
dustry and Entrepreneurship 
in the Modern Era". 

It is considered so impor
tant that the Ministry of 
Education has made it an 
optional matriculation sub
ject. Though the students 
who enrol in the course hear 
agreatdeal about the roleof 
business in promoting eco
nomic development, they 
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likewise become acquainted 
with the problems that this 
entails. For instance, they 
explore the dilemmas faceel 
by managers who, follow
ing the introduction ofauto
mation in their enterprises, 
must then fire a significant 
part of their work force in 
order to remain competitive. 

This year, in several 
dozen schools, pupils not 
only learned about busi
nesses, butaisocreated their 
own within the framework 
of the International Junior 
Achievement Program, 
which helps young people 
gain an understanding of the 
operation of a market 
economy by setting up their 
own enterprises, albeit with 
the assistance of profes
sional managers. But the real 
work is done by the kids 
themselves. They must 
corne up with innovative 
ideas and then turn those 
ideas into salable products. 

The group most success
ful in doing so last year was 
made up of 11th graders 
from Jerusalem's Boyer 
High School. They first de
signed a new kind of pouch 
for money, documents and 
pens. Then they created a 
production facility, turned 
out attractive advertising 
material and, finally, sold 
no less than 3,000 pouches, 
for a net profit of $2,500, 
All this is a long way from 
the days when young peo
ple here were taught the doc
trines of A.D. Gordon about 
the dignity of manual labor 
and the uplifting character 
of working in the fields. But 
the country's educators be
lieve that the hi-tech indus
trial Zionists of tomorrow 
will be no less devoted to 
the advancement of their 
country than the low-tech 
agricultural Zionists of yes
terday. 

Dry Bones 
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KIRSCHEN 
JERUSALEM REPORT 

Israel observes Memorial Day 
in shadow of Lebanon conflict 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israelis stood for a minute in 
silence April 22 as sirens wailed across the country, offi
cially ushering in the country's annual Memorial Day for 
fallen soldiers. President Ezer Weizman was among the 
Israeli officials who attended the main commemorative 
ceremony, held at the Western Wall in Jerusalem's Old City. 

Recalling the 18,211 soldiers who died in the line of duty 
since Israel's 1948 War of Independence, and the more than 
1,000 who died before that, Weizman said, 'There arc still 
those among our neighbors who have not yet come to realize 
lhat the Jewish statc is here to stay." 

I I 
Immediate cease/ire needed 

The following letter arrived last week, before the Israel
Lebanon cease fire agreement was reached. 

Israel has a right to security and peace on all its borders, 
including the one it shares with Lebanon. Its communities in 
Galilee have the right to freedom from rocket attacks. 

But far from strengthening security on its northern fron
tier and dealing a sharp blow to Hezbollah, the two-week-old 
military campaign, codenamed "Grapes of Wrath", has 
basically targeted innocent civilians, killing and maiming 
many, and even attacked Red Cross and UN vehicles and 
personnel, in addition to creating a refugee flow of half a 
million people, 

Many observers predict that this action, ironically, will 
only strengthen Hezbollah. Only an immediate cease-fire, 
followed by an agreement for Israeli withdrawal from South
ern Lebanon in exchange for an end to Hezbollah shelling of 
Northern Israel, will begin to bring some calm to the troubled 
border between the two countries. 

DA VID ABRAMOVITZ, 
President, National Board, UJPO 

DR. B-Z SHEK, 
Secretary, National Board, UJPO 

Up to BJE to provide choice 
Board of Jewish Education Director Dr. Arnold Carmel's 

point that some children in Grades 5 and 6 have difficulty in 
a small school setting and benefit from a larger milieu is well 
taken. However, at the same time that some parents chose to 
transfer their children out of Talmud Torah/l.L. Peretz Folk 
School for that reason, others transferred theirs in. 

These children have benefited enormously from the 
school's ability to meet their needs, and they and their 
classmates are doing very well, educationally, socially, and 
not least,Jewishly. Why remove the unique benefit provided 
by a school simply because some children need a different 
environment? Choice should be available to all. It is the 
responsibility of the BJE to provide it. 

, ,,~ .' '., ~ . , . 

BEV FLACKMAN 
Winnipeg 

By MATT BELLAN 

,."". s the Manitoba De
I! partment of Education 

~.riL. and Training doing 
enough to ensure Manitoba 
schools teach their students 
about the Holocaust? 

, I:IOLOGAUST··. 
'- 'EDUCATION .' 

IN MANITOBA . 

Hersch Zentner, a retired 
schoolteacher and regular 
lecturcr on the Holocaust, 
says 110_ 

Department of Ed ucat ion 
and Training officials insist 
they already provide exten
sive support to teachers on 
that topic, but acknowledge 
that morc can be done. 

Chair since the early 
I 990softhe Winnipeg Jew
ish Community Council 
Holocaust Awareness Com-
m ittee' s Education 
Outreach Committee, 
Zentner has spoken, shown 
films to and held discus
sions with more than 
100,000 students about that 
Nazi genocide and related 
issues of racism at about 
116 Manitoba schools. 

He feels the Department 
of Education and Training 
relies too heavily on him 
and his committee to teach 
students about the Holo
caust, instead of helping 
teachers do more of that 
work. 

Zentner raised the issue 
in a March 22 panel discus
sion he took partin on Holo
caust education, at a sym
posium B 'nai Brith Cana
da's League for Human 
Rights sponsored on fight
ing racism. He expanded on 
his concerns in an interview 
this month. 

"There's a real danger th is 
might be a fad," he said in a 
followup interview about 
teachers' current interest in 
Holocaust studies. "Educa
tors tend to be faddists, in 
terms of programming,' 
added Zentner, who taught 
high school Language Arts 
for 29 years. 

He acknow ledged that the 
Winnipeg School Division 
# I has an "excellent" pro
gram in its schools, dealing 
with the history of the Holo
caust and racism. He said 
it's based on material pre
pared several years ago by 
educational consultant 
Ralph Melnicer, that 
Zentner has added to. 

TEACHERS 
"RESOURCE POOR" 
But generally, he feels 

Manitoba teachers trying to 
teach about the Holocaust 
and racism are "resource 
poor. And they don't get 
much encouragement." 

As one example of that, 
Zentner mentioned a visit 
he made to a high school in 
another Winnipeg school 
division, forthe second time 
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Department of Education and Training: 

Is it doing enough to ensure Manitoba 
students learn about the Holocaust? 

teaching in several key ar
eas, including language arts 
and social studies, the Iwo 
subjects where Holocaust is
sues most often arise. 

In that review, a coordi
nated cffort by education 
departments across Western 
Canada, the department will 
be call1llg on special isis in 
Holocaust education like 
ZClitner and othcrs for input 
- probably in the next I H 
months. MacDonald added, 
however, that changes re
sulting fmlll the review 
won't be "implemcnted" 
until the year 2002. 

HERSCH ZENTNER: He's worried that 
Holocaust education in Manitoba schools is 
a "passing fad", and that Department of 
Education and Training isn't doing enough 
to promote and support it. 

DIANE DW ARKA, multicultural information 
specialist with the Department of Education 
and Training's Instructional Resources Li
brary: Above display case she organized in 
library was one of three set up for Holocaust 
Awareness Week, showcasing some of the 
works on Holocaust themes library stocks for 
teachers. 

many requests I get. 
Last year was a big 
year, because it was 
the 50th anniver
sary" of the end of 
the Second World 
War. (A list sup
plied by the depart
ment's Pat 
MacDonald shows 
Dwarka he Id 12 
workshops on the 
Hoiocausl I'rom 
April,I,),)4toApril 
19<)6, including six 
delivered mainly to 
students at Mani
toha schools, for an 
average of three 
workshops to stu
dents per year. 
Zentner, incontrast, 
has presented an 
average of more 
than 20 SlHih work
shops a year, since 

Dwarka feels that ifHolo
caust education is officially 
listed in the province's cur
riculum guides, il should be 
in the largercllntexi of ant i
racism education. 

this year. 
He'd supplied the first 

group of teachers with a 
teaching kit he compiled, 
using materials he got at the 
Jewish Public Library. "The 
teachers for the second visit 
hadn't seen the kit supplicd 
to the first group." 
. What wi II happen to 

Holocaust education in this 
province when "the survi
vors arc gone", and the Win
nipeg Jewish community 
can longer supply people to 
speak on the topic, Zentner 
wondered. 

"Say the Jewish popula
tion drops below 10,000. 
Where do these~teachers go 
for resources?" 

He maintained that P,llt 
of the answer is for the De
partment of Education and 
Training to start including 
the Holocaust in the official 
"curriculum guides" it is
sues teachers, as part of a 
broader program ofanti-rac
ist education, because "rac
ism is endemic here." 

"Instead of being cduca
tors, we should be resource 
people, doing presentations 
and so on,"he said of himself 
and other Winnipeg Jews 
making presentations in 
schools about the Holocaust. 
"The curriculum should 
come from the government." 

DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIAL REPLIES 
Asked to reply to 

Zentner's concerns, Pat 
MacDonald, director of the 
department's Program De
velopment Branch, said in 
an interview this month that 
the Holocaust "as a specific 
topic of instruction" isn't 
listed in any Manitoba cur
riculum guides. 

But "no topic of that na
ture would be specified in 
the curriculum locus," she 
added. The guides outline 
"certain skills" students are 
expected to be able to "per
form" at specific grade lev
els, and "to demonstrate 
they've acqu ired certain 
knowledge". 

(In fact, sample curricu
lum material MacDonald 

prov ided The 
J cwish Post 
& Neil'S docs 
list the 1-1010-
caust as an "optional" topic 
fordiscussion in "World Is
sues", an optional Grade 12 
social studies coursc.) 

TIle department provides 
Manitoba teachers from el
ementary school through 
high school with consider
able support, when they 
choose todeal with the Holo
caust, MacDonald claimed. 

Among other things, it 
sends schools a listof"tcach
ing resources" on that theme 
from the Manitoba Text Book 
Bureau. It also sends them a 
multi-page bibliography - a 
list of books, multi-media 
kits, videotapes and films on 
Holocaust themes available 
from the department's li
brary, 

And Diane Dwarka, mul
ticultural information spe
cialist with that library, of
fers regular workshops on 
the Holocaust and racism, on 
request. 

MacDonald couldn't sup
ply numbers, when asked 
how many Manitoba teach
ers use the Holocaust educa
tion material her department 
makes available. 

But "I know from my own 
classroom ex perience as a 
language arts teacher, that 
was material I was using in 
my school...." 

MacDonald added that 
colleagues in other schools 
had the same approach. 

Dwarka last month of
fered a visitora viewofHolo
caust materials she organ
ized for display there for 
Holocaust Awareness Week. 

One large glass display 
case had a general collection 
of reference and other books 
on Holocaust themes. A sec
ond featured a copy of The 
Diary of Anne Frank and 
books about that diary - ma
terial she said is especially 
popular among language arts 
teachers at the Grades 6 to 8 
level. A third display case 
had books by Winnipegchil
dren's author Carol Matas 

1')')1.) 

on Holocaust themes. 
VISITED NAZI DEATH 

CAMPS 
Dwarka, who visited Nazi 

death camps during a B 'nai 
Brith-sponsored educators' 
mission toGennany, Poland 
and Israel in 1994, also goes 
out to schools and other in
stitutions on request. She 
speaks, shows films and pro
vides other material on the 
Holocaust and racism. 

Askcd whet her 
there's any resistance to dis
cussions of the Holocaust, 
Dwarka said she hasn't en
countered any in schools 
around the province. 

But she and MacDonald 
reject any suggestion thai 
Holocaust educalion in 
Manitoba is just a "passing 
fad", that will die out with 
the last survivors. 

"It's an area lhal has such 
interest and relevance for stu
dents," MacDonald said. "It 
tends to be a topic of enor
mous interest." 

"In my experience," she 
added, "nobody is lobbying 
against Holocaust education 
in Manitoba schools. In fact, 
I've heard only good things 
on this from non-Jewish 
kids." 

Herdepartment sees Holo
caust special ists in the com
munity like Zentner as "an 
enonnous resource ", but they 
only add to what teachers 
are already trying do on the 
topic, through studies of nov
els with Holocuast themes 
and other activ ities, she in
sists. 

"I've done presentations 
on concentration camps, 
showed the kids pictures, 
talked to the kids about what 
I've learned life was like 
there .. ," she said. "How of
ten I talk depends on how 

Still, MacDonald and 
Dwarka agree with Zentner 
that more can be done to pro
mote Holocaust education in 
Manitoba schools. 

The department has 
started an "Educational Re
newal Initiative" to review 

'They arc a supplement to 
- not a stand-alonc support -
to Holocaust education." 

Few references to Holocaust 
in "approved" social studies textbooks 
"jr "X ow much space do the "approved" 
~w"'m social studies textbooks in Mani

.¥" JKtobaclassroomsdevote to the Holo
caust? 

The amount varies widely, a look at three 
such textbooks listed in the Manitoba De
partment of Education's social studies 
curriculum guides shows. 

HOLOCAUST 
EDUCATION ' 

IN MANITOBA 

People Through The Ages, published in 
1992, is listed as the department's "ap
proved text" for the Grade 8 social studies 
curriculum. 

It offers a historical overview of "a few 
societies that have existed throughout the 
world" from ancient to modern times, the 
preface says. 

The book devotes two pages to discrimi
nation against the Jews during the 16th
century Catholic Reformation. 

The paragraphs on the Second World 
War II mention that "50 million people 
died, and nuclear weapons were used for 
the first time". 

But although eight of this textbook's 
pages have references to Germany of vary
ing lengths, there isn't a single reference to 
the Holocaust or Hitler. 

The 1988 version of Canada Today, "ap
proved textbook" for Grade 9 social stud
ies, offers considerable detail about events 

in Gernlany leading up to the Holocaust, 
and the Holocaust, itself, The two pages 
include a half-page picture with a view of 
a sculpture at Dachau Concentration Camp. 

"It is estimated that over fourteen million 
people died in the Holocaust, six million of 
whom were Jews," the text says. A new 
version of this textbook was published in 
1995. 

Our COl/ada: A Social al/d l'oliJicalllis
tory is the approved social studies text for 
Gradc II social studies. 

Although the book has two references to 
Hitler, it has no references to the Holocaust. 

There is no "approved text" for the op
tional Grade 12 social studies course. which 
includes a unit on the Holocaust as one of 
three options for teachers. 

Diane Dwarka, Multicultural Infomla
tion Specialist with the Department ofEdu
cation and Training's library, acknowledges 
that "approved texts" arc the textbooks 
schools are most likely to stock for their 
teachers, and that financial constraints can 
limit the number of other textbooks or
dered. 

Apart from those limitations, she notes, 
teachers aren't obliged to use the "approved 
texts". The department lists a variety of 
other books and materials that arc avail
able, either as the main teaching tools, or as 
supplementary material on Holocaust edu
cation, including a bibliography that she's 
expanded over the years. 

- M. BELLAN 


