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GRAY ACADEMY OF JEWISH EDUCATION 
IS MAJOR COMPONENT OF THE CAMPUS 

Tri-Level School to Enhance Community Pride, Enthusiasm 

The naming and dedication of 
the tri-levelJewish school that will 
be a major component of the Asper 
jewish Community Campus, now 
under construction on its Fort 
Osborne Barracks site in Tuxeclo, 
was announced this week by 
Campus President Sheldon Berney. 

The school, encompassing Junior 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 in three 
divisions, will be known as The 
Gray Academy of Jewish Educt
tion. It will be dedicated by Gerald 
and Mona Gray and Family, in 
memory of Gerald's parents, Max 
and Ida Gray, who were strongly 
committed to jewish education and 
community life. 

The Gray Academy will carry on 
the legacy of Ramah Hebrew 
School and Joseph Wolinsky 
Collegiate and will open in the Fall 
of 1997 when Campus construc
tion is scheduled for completion. 
There will be accommodation for 
up to 800 students in 43 class
rooms, including three science labs 
(Physics, Chemistry, Diology), two 
computer rooms, as well as art and 
music rooms. The three levels will 
be the Molly and Max Shore Lower 
School, the Fanny and Abe Simkin 
Middle School and the Senior 
School (which will retain the 
Joseph Wolinsky name). 

Gray expressed his appreciation 
for the honor. "When I was given 
the privilege of associating my 
family's name with the Campus 
school I was absolutely delighted", 
he said. "Jewish education was a 
very important part of my life and 
naming the school in this way 
would have been considered a very 
significant honor by my father and 
mother". 

Berney commended Gray for his 
generous support of the Campus 
development and for his dedicated 
participation on the Campus Board 
as its Treasurer. "We are very 
fortunate", he said, "to have a 
person of Gerry Gray's calibre, 
interests and devotion to what 
we're trying to achieve, sitting on 
the Board with us". 

Because he was born and raised 
in Winnipeg's North End, and was 
influenced by the strong commu
nity attachments of his parents and 
other family members (such as 
MLA M.A. Gray), Gerry emerged 
with a very strong feeling for the 
Jewish community and "a pro
found respect for the role educt
tion plays in Jewish life and conti
nuity" . 

Gerry attended Peretz School in 
the evening and recalls "being 
caught up in the events and stories 
of jewish history". There was 

SEEDS OF COMMITMENT: The 
Gray Academy of Jewish Educa
tion, from J,mior Kitldergarten 
to Grade 12, will ensure future 
generations of committed Jews, 
steeped inJewish culture and 
heritage, and devoted to sur-
vival of a vibrant commu1lity. 
Here are happy kindergarten 
students making a good start. 

FROMJEWISH STUDIES TO SCIENCE LABS AND 
COMPUTERS: The Gray Academy will offer a 
wotlderfullearning envir01llnent with modern 
equipment, This collage depicts studentsfrom 
the various classes: Science, Chemistry, Art, and 
Reading. The Academy will be able to accommo
a(j!te up to 800 students, 

"As for the education component, children will have 
a wonderful learning environment, with access to 

modern facilities and' both in the school 
buildings complex. " 

added excitement in 
Avenue home when visiting Jew .. . 
writers stopped by. This interest .... , 
Jewish literature, history, .. 
arts has remained an 
feature of Gray's 

Gerry's mother was 
observant home, and 
learned about the haimishe aspects 
of aJewish home. His father was 
very active in the Jewish and 
general communities. 

Gerry said that the Jewish Com
munity Campus is a very ambitious 
and vital project. "It's an absolutely 
fantastic concept. As for the educt
tion component, children will have 
a wonderful learning environment 
with access to modern facilities 
and equipment both in the school 
buildings and throughout the 
complex. It is also gratifying to 
know that children, teenagers, 
parents, and grandparents will be 
on one site at the same time, 
participating individually and 
collectively in enriching activities". 

',., .. ", will able to have access 
m~lI1y programs and facilities 

same roof in the en
complex. These 

Community Centre 
replace the present 
Library Resource 
Jewish Museum of 

Western Canada, and the Lecture 
Theatre. 

Gerry urges every member of the 
community to make Campus a 
significant part of their lives. "It is 
important that everybody supports 
this project because it is a place to 
strengthen the bonds between us 
and our families. If we encourage 
and accomplish that, our current 
feelings of optimism and pride in 
our community and city will be 
enhanced even more". 
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exceed. 
The Judaic Studies program offers 

a rich and varied program including 
language, culture and religion; 
speaking and writing in modern 
Hebrew; importance of Israel in 
Jewish life; ancient and modern 
Jewish history including the HolO
caust; synagogue skills arid Jewish 
Jaws, holidays and customs; and to 
provide experiences in Jewish life 
such as synagogue participation, 
holiday celebrations, Tzedakah 
projects, Jewish awareness retreats, 
and a trip to Israel at the end of 
Grade 12. 

The Campus schools will open in 
time for the term that begins in 
September, 1997. 

THE 

Family letters 
in Roz 
Usiskin's 
book describe 
immigrant 
experience 
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Canada-Israel Committee director: 

H amas terrorism, Israeli 
bombings in Lebanon 
cooled relations with 
Canadian Arab groups 
By MATT BELLAN 

Robert Ritter, the Ottawa
based national executive 
direetor of the Canada-Is
rael Committee (ClC), vis
ited Winnipeg for several 
days last month. 

He spoke to a variety of 
Jewish organizations and in
dividuals connected with 
Israel, including, among 
others, a Combined Jewish 
Appeal young leadership 
group and the board of the 
Winnipeg Jewish Commu
nity Council. 

During his visit, Ritter 
answered questions from 
The Jewish Post & News 
about the CIC, his own 
work, and recent develop
ments in the Middle East. 

lewish Post & News: 

ROBERT RITTER: "I've 
been in Kiryat Shmona 
and Nacharia enough 
times to know what it's 
like to be on the receiving 
end ofKatyusha rockets." 

What is the Canada-Israel Committee? 
Ritter: The Canada-Israel Committee is a 28-year-old 

national organization which represents the Jewish commu
nity on matters concerning Canada-Israel affairs, and pro
motes bilateral rclations between Canada and Israel. It's a 
forum in which all national (Jewish) organizations partici
pate, so the community speaks with one voice on matters 
concerning Israel. 

lewish Post & News: What are the committee's main 
activities? 

Ritter: We're an advocacy organization with three com
ponents. Number one is government relations. Our office in 
Ottawa deals with the federal government on policy issues, 
with federal departments, most notably, foreign affairs. 

A second arn1 is communications and media relations, 
based in Toronto. It deals with Ihe electronic and print 
media ... 

The third ann is the educational and resource side of 
things. It provides research and infonnation ... 

lewish Post & News: What is your own background? 
Ritter: I've been executive director of the Canada-Israel 

Committee for seven years. Before that, for 13 years I was 
with the (federal) Department of Health and Welfare, mostly 
with the Medical Services Branch. I spent a lot of time 
dealing with interest groups, particularly aboriginal. I have 
an undergraduate degree in sociology, and completed my 
post-graduate degree in public health administration. 

lewish Post & News: People in your kind of job often have 
backgrounds in political science, Yours is different. 

Ritter: My background is different in some ways. In some 
ways it's not. I've had a lot of experience dealing with 
interest groups .... 

lewish Post & News: What kind of reaction did you get 
from non-Jewish organizations and individuals to the Israel 
Defence Force's bombing of a UN base in southern Lebanon 
April 18 that killed about 100 civilians? 

Ritter: What happened there was a terrible tragedy. I think 
Israel expressed its views and regret about what happened. 
Unfortunately, when dealing with combat situations, and 
your adversaries arc using communities and civilians as a 
shield or lever, in this case, tragedies occur. 

Needless to say, many Arab groups were angry about this 
situation. Israel never wanted to do this. It felt it had no other 
alternative. 
(Cont. on page 3. See "CIC director".) 

Peres visit secures U.S. blessing 
along with concrete agreements 

WASHINGTON (JTA) 
Israeli Prime Minister 

Shimon Peres is returning 
to Israel from his latestoffi
cial visit to Washington with 
new tools to fight terrorism, 
the promise of the first for
mal strategic agreement and 
reassurances to safeguard its 
forces in Lebanon. Peres 
began a three-day visit here 
April 28 by signing an agree
ment that will help bolster 
Israel's ability to defend it
self against missile attacks. 
He concluded the trip by 
signing another cooperative 
agreement, this one to com
bat terrorism. He also re
ceived letters from U.S. Sec
retary of State Warren 
Christopher that further 
clarified the cease-fire 
agreement two weeks ago 
in Le banon. 

Last week's visit marked 
a triumphant return to the 
United States just days after 
concluding a two-week war 
in Lebanon that had marked 
his government's first in
ternational crisis. The let
ters on Lebanon recognize 
Israel's right to strike back 
against attacks on its forces 
in the southern Lebanon se
curity zone. "The U,S. un
derslands that if Hezbollab 
or any other organization" 
launches attacks "on Israeli 
forces in Lebanon," Israel 
retains the right to retaliate. 

The original agreement 
only prevented attacks on 
civilians in Israel and Leba
non. Peres read the letter to 
reporters April 30 after 

SHIMON PERES: Is
raeli prime minister: New 
tools to fight terrorism. 

meeting with Clinton and 
Christopher. 

Another side agreement 
further restricts Hezbollah 
from using civilian areas to 
store or make weapons for 
attacks on Israel. The cease
fire agreement two weeks 
ago only banned the launch
ing of attacks from civilian 
areas. Peres and CI inton also 
launched a committee to 
craft the first formal U.S.
Israel i strategic cooperation 
agreement. One working 
group of the steering com
mittee will fonnalize secu
rity and defense coopera
tion between the United 
States and Israel. 

Another working group 
will discuss broad policy 
matters affecting the strate
gic cooperation between 
Washinglon and Jerusalem. 
(Cont. on page 11. See 
"Peres visits U.S.") 

Thousands visit Kotel at Passover 
A religious youngster covering his eyes with a prayer 
book during the Blessing of the Cohenim at the Kotel 
(Western Wall) April 8. Copyright: ISRANET. 

This Passover saw many thousands of Jewish visitors 
coming 10 the Kotel for the Iraditional Blessing of the 
Cohenim. During the Passover holiday there were no unto
ward incidents reported in Jerusalem or the main centers. 
The north of the country, however, was still under a lot of 
tension as Hezbollah showered the area around Kiryal 
Shmona with Katyusha rockets. 

Israel hosts UN food conference 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Officials from more than 40 

countries convened last week in Tel Aviv for a five-day 
international conference on food and agriculture. 

The meeting of the UN Food and Agriculture Organiza
tion went ahead as planned, despite earlier discussions 
among some organizers to cancel the meeting because of 
Israel's 16-day cross-border fighting with Hczbollah fight
ers in southern Lebanon. Finding ways to combat world 
hunger was a central topic of the conference. 

The director general of the FAO, Jacques Diouf of Sen
egal, said there arc 800 million starving people in the world, 
among them 200 million children younger than 5. He said 
Israel could help combat hunger in such places as Asia and 
Africa by sharing the technology it has developed to increase 
food harvests in arid areas. 

During the past 25 years, Israeli irrigation technology has 
enabled the country to increase harvest production by 12 
percent without devoting more land for growing crops. 

Parcel bomb shakes Jewish community 
By JUDY SHAPIRO 
lewish Free Press 

CALGARY - The day 
after a parcel bomb shook 
the Jewish community here, 
life was back to nonnal at 
the Calgary Jewish Centre. 

Children played happily 
in the Day Care, mama and 
kids ate lunch in Karen's 
Cafe, aerobics classes were 
full and seniors roamed the 
building. 

However, for many staff 
at the centre, the reality of 
what had happened was just 
beginning to sink in. 

"This was the real thing -
this wasn't a bomb threat," 
said Joel Miller, executive 
director of the Calgary Jew
ish Centre and Calgary Jew
ish Community Council. 

"We all think itcan 't hap-

pen here - but the lesson is 
that it can happen any
where." 

At approximately 9:50 on 
Monday, April28, Tove, the 
secretary in the Jewish Na
tional Fund office, opened a 
gift-wrapped package that 
had arrived by mail the Fri
day before. 

"I opened il and it went 
boom and (there was) lots 
of powder and Adela 
(Boltec) and Aron (Eichler) 
came running and we real
ized a bomb had just ex
ploded," Tove explained. 

Both Boltec and Eichler 
work in the adjacent office 
of State of Israel Bonds. 

"When it blew, it was loud 
enough to scare the living 
daylights out of all of us," 
Boltec said. 

While BoItec comforted 
Tove, who was in shock, 
Eichler ran downstairs and 
Community Relations Di
rector Riki Heilik called the 
police. Within minutes the 
bomb squad was on the 
scene. The second f100rwas 
evacuated, but police con
cluded that there was no 
danger of a second explo
sion and the rest of the build
ing remained open. 

Shortly thereafter, the 
media descended on the 
bu ilding and, within hours, 
news of the explosion had 
been broadcast around the 
world. From the initial in
vestigation, police ascer
tained Ihat the detonating 
device had gone off, but the 
bomb itselfdid not explode. 
Although taken to hospital 

for observation, Tove was 
not hurt. "I'm very lucky," 
she told the Jewish Free 
Press. 

Return ing to work on May 
I, Tove, a non-1cwish em
ployee, set an example to all 
the staff and consumers at 
the centre - demonstrating 
by her presence that life must 
return to nonnal. 

"It's harder on Ihe com
munity because it was aimed 
at them," she said, display
ing characterislic calm. 

While the majority of us
ers of the centre returned 
the following day, three 
families said they were plan
ning to pennanemly remove 
tl1eirchildrcn from the Babe 
Care Centre. 
(Cont. on page 2. See" Par
cel bomb". 


