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An historic city 
(Cont. from page 17.) 

Jerusalem has chosen the 
middle path. 

One of its most success
ful prcscrvation projects is 
Nahalat Shiva, one of the 
first ncighborhoods built 
outsidc the Old City walls. 
Slated for demolition in the 
1970s, the area was instead 
renovated and turned into a 
charming center of cafes, 
restaurants and shops, re
taining its architectural 
.uniqueness. 

"Nahalat Shiva is beauti
ful, authentic, real and 
alive," says David 
Guggenheim of the Jerusa
lem-based Guggenheim and 
Bloch Architects and 
Urbanists, who also co
chaired the recent Third Je
rusalem Conference on Her
itage - Making Historic Cit
ies Livable. "The past is the 
basis of the future." 

Nowhere is this more ap
parent than the new City 
Hall Square. Inaugurated in 
June 1993, it successfully 
integrates II renovated his
toril~al buildings with two 
brandnew structures. Simi
larly. the soon-to-be-com
pleted MmniJla project l'()m
bines its pedestrian mall and 
new commercial area with 
several historic buildings. 
Thc Rus:;ian Compound 
pruject, too. next to City 
Hall, will continue in this 
tradition, where several 19th 
century historic treasurcs 
will be integrated with a 
number of ncw hotels and 
office buildings. 

Thc city is also trying to 
give greater definition to its 
role as the nation's capital. 
To this end, a new national 
precinct is being built which 
will concentrate all govern
ment buildings in one area. 
A facelift to the main en
trance of the city and an 
upgraded road transporta
tion system will also help 
bring Jerusalem into line 
with 21 st century expecta
t ions of a modern, capital 
city. 

The main conflicts over 
preservation concern the 
historic downtown area. 
Built in the late 19th cen
tury as Jcrus'alem expanded 
outward from the walled Old 
City, it is now an area of 
small businesses, restau
rants and cafes. 

"Today, the emphasis on 
the downtown area is on up
grading, more than preser
vation, with an eye towa;rds 
turning it into an important 
tourism center," says Nira 
Sidi, director of the Plan
ning Policy Department of 
the Jerusalem municipality. 
"But there are clearly pres
sures to develop more." 

So how docs the city bal
ance these pressures? 

Traffic is onc area of con
tention. Environmentalists 
have long been pushing for 
a ncar total ban on privnte 
vehicles in the narrow 
downtown streets and in
tensive upgrading of public 
transportation, including a 

light rail system. But de
spite this, and despite an 
outcry from the Society for 
the Protection on Nature in 
Israel, plans are going ahead 
for widening the historic 
Neviim Street (Street of the 
Prophets) to serve as a main 
traffic artery through the 
town center. 

Environmentalists are 
also enraged that the city is 
in the process ofre-examin
ing its once sacrosanct 
policy with respect to 
multistory buildings, espe
cially in the downtown area. 

For years, a maximum of 
six to eight stories was the 
rule in order not to hnm1 the 
aesthetic composition of 
Jerusalem's old 
neighborhoods or to dwarf 
the walls of the Old City. 

Today, the municipality 
is considering 12 to 15 story 
towers as a way to meet its 
growing needs. 

"Building multi-story 
towers is very dangerous if 
you don't check out the 
overall expression of these 
buildingson the skyline, the 
neighborhoods and the cli
mate," says Guggenheim .. " 
believe that development 
can go on without multi
story bu ild ings in the down
town area. They should be 
limited to the periphery 
where they won'tclash with 
the city's historic charac
ter. " 

In Guggenheim's opin
ion, the answer lies in the 
creation of an international 
body to explore the various 
long-term possibilities for 
the city, a group which can 
act as a counterweight to 
some of the pressures local 
politicians are subject to 
from developers and entre
preneurs. In the 1970s, 
fanner MayorTeddy Kollek 
created the Jerusalem Com
mittee to advise City Hall 
on building and develop
ment. Guggenheim envi-

sions something along simi
lar lines. 

Sidi has similar feelings 
in respect to the green areas: 
"A national plnn would give 
the city the backing it needs 
in preserving these areas." 

Sidi also feels that Jeru
salem may eventually hnve 
to limit its growth. "There is 
definitely enough land for 
development until 20 I O. But 
beyond that, maybe we have 
to find an optimal size and 
then leave further develop-

ment to the towns and cities 
on Jerusalem's periphery. 
You can't create New York 
here." 

Despite the problems, 
Mayor Olmert is confident 
that the essence of the city 
will remain despite massive 
development. "The magic 
and uniqueness that is Jeru
salem will still be with us," 
he says. "But we have to 
adjust to fit 21 st century 
life." 
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YOM YERUSHALAYIM GREETINGS 
TO ALL OUR FRIENDS & CUSTOMERS 

ART UPHOLSTERING 
& DRAPERIES 

The Drapery House of Winnipeg 
309 Cumberland Ave. at Donald 

Phone: 943-4652 or 943-2113 
Fax: 957-5903 

Yom Yerushalayim Greetings 

Mel's 
Hair Care Center 

Phone 334-5334 
With or Without an Appointment 
1832 Main St. (Seven Oaks Plaza) 
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Yom Yerushalayim Greetings 

DR. HAROLD M. BLACK 
OPTOMETRIST 

NEW OFFICE LOCATION 

VILLAGE SHOPPING STRIP 
433 STRADBROOK AVE. 

next to Spotlight cafe 
For appointment Ph. 475-4443 

Y Centre Racquetball Team places 2nd 
The YMHA Jewish Community Centre Racquetball Team finished in second place in 
the 1995-96 Racquetball Manitoba Interclub League. From left are: Gerry Posner, 
Israel Binnun, Sean Shapiro, Lyle Smordin, Vic Olshevski. Missing: Larry Booke and 
Kobi Hasid. 

Yom Yerushalayim Greetings to all our friends and clients 

Astroid Management I 
209-2211 McPhillips St. . 

Professional 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Fay & Max Reich 

338-4671 
Property Management 

Real Estate 
Investments 

Apartment Buildings· Commercial Buildings 

Yom Yerushalayim Greetings 

DAVE'S 
WINDOW CLEANING 

3 t 0 Bower Boutevard 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3P OL3 

RESIDENTIAL 
&: 

COMMERCIAL 

David Wilde 
PROPRIETOR 

Ph: (204) 896-327 I 
Fax: (204) 453-535 I 
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!GOODMAN& KOJIMA! 
~ ELECTRIC LTD. ~, 
~ - ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS - ~ 
1 § 
1640 McGee . n4-5549 R 
~ "Complete Electrical Service" ~. 
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. J·~A. CONSTRUCTION . 
CONCRETE SPECIALIST . . . 
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

• Sidewalks· Patios 
• Steps· Garage Floors 

• Driveways 
FREE ESTIMATES 

632-7007 

France downplays 
H ezbollah role in 

distribution of 
its aid 

PARIS (JTA) - The 
French government has ac
knowledged that humanitar
ian aid it sent to the Leba
nese government for civil
ians in the south was partly 
distributed by Iranian
backed Hczbollah funda
mentalists. But France 
sought to case Israeli con
~crns after statements by a 
jUlllor mil1lstcr two weeks 
ago appeared to Imply that 
France had been sending the 
food, medicine and blankets 
directly to Hezbollah.lsrael 
and the United States op
pose the distribution of re
lief supplies by Hezbollah 
because its charitable crforts 
help rally support for the 
militant fundamentalists 
among the local population. 

The flap began when the 
French minister for emer
gency humanitarian action, 
Xavier Emmanuelli, said 
during a tour of southern 
Lebanon that he knew 
French aid was being passed 
on to Hezbollah. "There arc 
a lot of charitable associa
tions in Lebanon. Hczbollah 
participates in this charita
ble action, in medical res
cue and social welfare. 
There is no reason to ex
clude them," Emmanuelli 
told reporters. 

The statement created a 
stir in the Israeli media, and 
the government of Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres im
mediately asked Paris for 
an explanation. French offi
cials played down the sig
nificance of Emmanuelli's 
remarks. He "was not think
ing of anything besides rec
ognizing that Hezbollah can 
be involved in charitable 
activities," a Foreign Min
istry spokesman said at a 
news briefing last week. 

"But this changes nothing 
in France's attitude which,l 
insist, is that Hezbollah must 
scrupulously respect the 
April 26 cease-fire accord 
ending thecycleofviolcncc" 
in southern Lebanon, he 
added. The Israeli Embassy 
in France said it was satisfied 
with the Frcnch govern
ment's explanation. 

Get in depth 
news from 
Israel & the 

Jewish world 
Subscribe to 
The Jewish 
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Call 694-3332 
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FLOOR FASHION CENTRE 

NEW ADDRESS 
6S STEVENSON RD. 

fJloot rk/Y(jti~ 0/ (jjMlim.c/iML 
• RESIDENTIAL • DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE 
• COMMERCIAL • AREA RUGS 

• Shop at home service available -Call for appointment 
• Exclusive "Labour For Life Warranty" 

Gar y S h n i e r 6 3 2 • 6 3 6 6 PHC: 
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Yom Yerushalayim Greetings 

Insurance Planning 
& 

Investment Planning 

Donald Aronovitch, B. Comm. 
ARONOVITCH INSURANCE AGENCIES INC. 

615-0NE LOMBARD PLACE 
942-3888 

Yom Y <:fushalayim Grel'tings 

MUTUAL FUND 
LIMITED 

PARTNERSHIPS 
A superior, tax-effective investment 

with downside protection. 

For more 
information call 

Joel Cogan 
934-5607 
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