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National news 

CJC meets with revenue 
Canada on "kosher tax" scam 

Orthodox matchmaking service on-line for that perfect catch 

OTT A W A - A delegation from Canadian Jewish Con
gress (CJC) has met with officials from the Department of 
National Revenue to discuss measures to deal with the so
called "kosher food tax". Anti-Semites in Canada have 
regularly spread lies alleging the existence of a hidden tax on 
foods labelled kosher and the availability of a federal tax 
rebate for this charge, the CJC said in a news release last 
week. 

"We spoke about a congruence of interests," noted CJC 
Ottawa Advocacy Office Director Eric Vernon. "This scam 
promotes tax fraud and costs taxpayers money if the rebate 
is actually paid out and not later recovered. At the same time, 
the noxious allegations about a kosher food tax perpetuate 
old anti-Semitic canards with the intent of defaming the 
Jewish community of Canada." 

Revenue Minister Jane Stewart's Executive Assistant 
Michel Dccary and Assistant Deputy Minister K.M. Burpee 
acknowledged CJC's concerns on this issue with under
standing and sensitivity. "They assured us that Revenue 
Canada is aware of the scam and is anxious to prevent both 
the fraud and the anti-Semitism it represents," stated CJC 
Quebec Region Director of Community Relations David 
Sultan. ''There was consensus that education for prevention 
and vigilance for enforcement were the keys to el iminating 
this fictitious claim." 

The Revenue Canada officials noted that regional offices 
and tax centres had received a reminder about this problem, 
and that the ministry would consider issuing a national press 
release underscoring the fraudulent nature of this deduction. 

Also discussed was the general subject of restrictions on 
the importation of hate propaganda. 

"While we indicated our appreciation for the generally 
good effort of Customs Canada officials in keeping hate 
material out of Canada, we suggested that from time to time, 
materials are allowed in which in our estimation should have 
been stopped at the border," observed Sultan. "We agreed 
today that CJC should submit copies of such offensive 
materials to Revenuc Canada immediately for u re-evaluu
tion or their eligibility ror entry." 

By PAUL LUNG EN 
TORONTO - Remember 

the classic song from "Fid
dler on the Roof': Match
maker, matchmaker, make 
me a match, find me a find, 
scan yourcomputer files and 
catch me a catch ... 

Computers? In Anatevka? 
What would Tevye the milk
man have made of Yenta 
the matchmaker using 
Vindas 1895 or Vort-per
fect to acccss her files on 
eligible bachelors in their 
tiny shtetl? 

The world has certainly 
changed since Yenta was 
charged with finding hus
bands for Tevye's daugh
ters. In those days, relying 
on her vast network of con
nections, Yenta might have 
turned up a tailor's son and 
perhaps a butcher from the 
next village (a good catch, 
always meat on the table). 

Today, matchmaking is 
a different business indeed. 
Oh, it's still a mitzvah to 
bring two people together 
for the purpose of matri
mony, but now technology 
has intruded into that very 
traditional occupation (or 
a\'ocation). 

One company making 
usc of the new technology is 
the Orthodox Connection, a 
matchmak ing serv icc that 
wi ies on computerized files 
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in recognition of his many years of devotion 
to the community and the State of Israel 

Special Guest Speaker: 

EITAN HABER 
(hief of Staff and Personal Advisor to Yitzhak Rabin l"L 

•. . lipon re(eipt Of your ticket orcie,', 
we Will be pleased 10 confirm assignea seating arrangemenl:i. 

sonal communication at 
Seneca College. 

Though everybody loves 
a story with a happy ending, 
Zelig, a former corporate 
headhunter, won't be spe
cific about the number of 
successful shidduchs ar
ranged by the Orthodox 
Connection. It's in double 
figures, but to say morc 
might place an ayin harah 
(evil eye) on the venture and 
doom other couples, he said. 

Zelig and Ahava Spillman. 

The Orthodox Connec
tion's clients range in age 
from 18 to 75 and as the 
name of the firn1 suggests, 
they all share a minimum 
level of religiosity - keep
ing kosher and observing 
the Sabbath. 

and Internethookups to help 
make you a match or catch 
you a catch. As a result, the 
list of eligible pmtners is 
going worldwide and the 
Orthodox Connection has 
client, inToronto,Montreal, 
Antwerp, Australia and 
SOl':h Africa. 

Zelig and Ahava 
Spillman arc the husband 
and wife team behind the 
three-year-old company. 
It's their task to interview 
prospective clients, have 
them fill out an application 
forn1 containing biographi
cal data, enter it into their 
computer system and try and 
find a suitable mate for each 
and everyone. 

"It's tough work," said 
Zelig. 

"A tremendous emotional 
investment," adds Ahava. 

From their database of 
over 700 clients, they ar
range meetings or dates for 
suitable couples, but even 
with the help of computer 
programs that match people 
with similar backgrounds 

and values while eliminat
ing others, matters of the 
heart can still be a hit and 
miss proposition. 

"You can think it'sagood 
shidduch (match) and they 
can't wait to get away from 
each other," Zelig said. 

One of their success sto
ries involves a 63-year-old 
man and a woman of 45 
living in different cities. He 
had been "fixed up" previ
ously by the Orthodox Con
nection and "his date said 
she'd rather watch paint dry 
than goout with him again," 
Ahava recounted. 

She suggested they fix 
him up with the second 
WlJman, who was "full of 
vim and vigor. "Zelig looked 
at her as if she was losing 
tOllch with reality, butevcn
tually he agreed and the date 
was arranged. 

"She unlocked his spirit. 
Now he's active, they go 
places together, they travel 
extensively" and they're 
married, said Ahava, who 
teaches a course in interper-

But even among the Or
thodox, there's a wide range 
of observance. 

Some men don't mind if 
the woman wears pants, 
while others want a wife 
who will shave her hair and 
wear two head coverings. 

The average age of the 
firm's clients is 38; some 
are divorced, others never 
married. 

Most arc uncomfortablc 
at "Jew Do" gatherings; so 
the Orthodox Connection 
brings peoplc together in a 
more hospitable environ
mcnt. 

Often the couples will 
mcet secretly to avoid un
wanted speculation in their 
communities should the 
dates not lead to marriage, 
Zelig said. Their home has 
become known as "Hotel 
Spillman", as prospective 
partners often use it to mcet, 
though mall)' others choose 
to meet in New York. 

(Cont. on page3. See "Or
thodox matchmaking".) 

Rabin advisor to address Negev Dinner 

On June 25th at the 
Annual Jewish 
National Fund 

Negev Dinner, Winni
peggcrs will have the 
unique opportunity of 
hearing the man who was 
at Yitzhak Rabin's side 
at the beginning of his 
career and with him at 
the very end. 

Eitan Haber, afterserv
ing under Rabin's com
mand in the Israel De
fence Forces, pursued a 
successful career as a 
writer and journalist for 
26 years. In 1985, when 
Rabin was appointed 
Minister of Defence, he, 
in turn, appointed Haber 
as his advisor. Haber re
mained in this position 
for six years. When 
Yitzhak Rabin became 
prime minister, Eitan 
Haber was made advisor 
to the prime minisler and 
director of hi:. of I' ICC ane: 

j, l'illci of st:'I': 
I, As director 01 tile 1)(" 

! litical section of the 
Prime Minister's Office, 

Eitan Haber reads lyrics of "Song for Peace" from 
bloodstained song sheet the late prime minister 
Yitzhak ,Rabin used at November 4, 1995 rally, 
before hiS assassination. 

Haber was onc of the driv
ing forces behind the peace 
agreement with Jordan and 
orchestrated the signing cer
emonies in the Arava. 

Ellan Haber ('()nt1l111CS 10 

\l'fIll'. nal'lllc autll()rcti ml
nlC[()l1S [mOl;, un miltwn 
and ,ccurilY theme '. He ats;, 
co-aulilorc<1 Ezer 
WeizmClnn's book The 

Battle For Peace, 
After ha vi ng served 

his colleague and friend 
for close to 40 years, 
Eitan Haber's final 
service to Yitzhak 
Rabin was III announce 
hiS UI1t1IllCiv n~lS~ITH.' L! 

tnc \I'(1rid anlll<, llr~ClI '. 
IZC hiS t'ina] lourncl' 1(' 

the cemelery un ;\'lOun: 
Hcrzl in Jerusalem. 
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Middle East specialist: 
Buying Israel Bonds strengthens 
economy, peace process 

Buying Israel Bonds con
tributes to the Middle East 
peace process, says Shlomo 
Gazit. 

An advisor in the Israeli 
Prime Minister's Office on 
Israeli-Palestinian peaee 
negotiations, Gazit was in 
Winnipeg May II to speak 
at Rosh Pilla Synagogue, 
courtesy of Rosh Pina Con
gregation and State ofIsrael 
Bonds. 

"It's not enough to have 
negotiations or an agree
ment, unless you can sub
stantiate that with economic 
agreements that make that 
viable," Gazit, a past Israeli 
military strategist and 
fornlCr director general of 
the Jewish Agency, said of 
the peace process in a 
followup interview last week. 

SHLOMO GAZIT: Israel 
Bonds help government 
build the roads, commu
nications systems that 
spur economic- develop
ment in the region and 
strengthen peace agree
ments. 

Israel Bonds provide the government with funds to build 
roads, communication systems, electric power systems and 
other projects that spur economic development in the whole 
region, the Middle East specialist and retired major general 
added. 

The peace process and massive ongoing immigration 
from Eastern Europe have helped the Israeli economy grow 
quickly in recent years, he mlclcd. 

"The peace p~ocess has created the right atmosphere for 
investment. It has given hope, and has virtually eliminated 
the Arab (economic) boycott of Israel." 

Trade is developing between the Jewish state and "a wide 
variety" of Muslim states and other countries, and Israel no 
longer is in an "economic ghelto". A $1.6 billion investment 
there a few months ago by Intel, a high-tech company, is an 
example of growing foreign investment. 

Immigration to the Jewish state from the former Soviet 
Union is also continuing at a !'ate of about 70,000 people a 
year, added Gazit. The huge influx inc ludes large numbers 
of highly trained scientists, engineers and other profession
als; they've quickly found work, along with most other 
immigrants from Russia. 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
Due to a sharp recent rise in printing costs, The Jewish 

Post & News now is charging for publicity about 
upcoming events running in this newspaper. 

• Stories, community calendar and other announce
ments publicizing upcoming events arc charged for at a 
rate 01'$7.00 plus OST for every 20 words. Announcements 
can also be published in smaller, eight-point news type, at a 
rate of $7.00 plus GST for every 30 words. 

• Items paid for in advance arc published ata reduced rate 
of only $5 every 20 words plus GST, or $5 every 30 words 
plus GST in eight-point type. Headings of up to four words 
run for frce. 

• Anyone running a display ad at least "business card size" 
(2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publicizing a Jewish 
organizational upcoming event will be entitled to the equiva
lent amount of editorial space free every time the ad runs. 

• Synagogues also have the option of paying a reduced fee 
of $200 per year plus GST for publishing times of syna
gogue services weekly in eight-point type. Submissions at 
this rate are limited to 60 words per week. 

• All publicity about upcoming events submitted for 
publication must include the names and addresses of the 
individuals authorizing publication, for billing purposes. 

• All news releases and announcements published in The 
Jell'ish Post & Neil'S are subject to editing, and all references 
to ticket prices, admission charges and phone numbers 
will be deleted, unless the items arc authorized to run at the 
full display advertising rate, 

• All news and advertising should be in our office by noon, 
Thursday for the following week's paper. 

• We can't be responsible for the delivery time of the 
paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad at least tw ~ 
weeks in advance of the event. 

Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and other 

announcements appear in boxes that indicates the material 
inside the box is fully or partly paid for. Stories with 
headlines in a typestyle other than the one used for 
standard news stories (samples of standard news headlines 
appear wi th all stories on page 1) arc also partly or fully 
paid for. 
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Shaw'e Zedek Hospital fundraiser I sf shmv in three veal's for acclaimed klezmer ,qrOUQ 

Finjan Concert at alkerTheatre a sellout 
Story and photos by 
FREDA GLOW 

Despite 8torn1 warnings 
and pouring rain, 600 peo
ple turned lip to welcome 
Finjan in concert at the 
Walker Theatre, Thursday, 
May 16th. 

The first performance in 
three years of the beloved 
Winnipeg-based Jewish 
musical group, the loosely
knit program offered a mix 
of old and new frailachs, 
sentimental tunes and East
ern European stylings. 
Finjan could do no wrong. 
An adoring audience had 
come out to listen, clap and 
stamp their feet to the zippy 
tunes. The entcrtaincrs 
pulled out all the stops. Ban
tering on stage between 
"sets" only added to the fun. 

Popular band members 
are Shayla Fink (accordion, 
vocals) Eli Herscovitch 
(clarinet, saxophone, etc. 
Martin "Kinzey" Posen 
(acoustic bass, vocals), Dan
iel Koulack (guitar, banjo, 
mandolin) and Myron 
Schu Itz( clarinet, percussion 
and background vocals). 
Missing this evening was 
Victor Schultz (violin and 
mandolin), who's now based 
in New York. The group is 
credited with bringing back 
the popularity or klezmcr 
music - Old Country Jewish 
melodies influenced by 
Greek, Ukrainian, Ruma
nian and Eastern European 
musical folk tr<lditions and 
techniques. When Jews 
came to North America in 
the '20s, klezmer acquired 
the flavor of Americanjazz. 

Firstclass musicians 
who've entertained all over 
Canada and the United 
S tates, Fin jan members are 
credited with bringing 
klczmer into the 20th cen
tury. 

The surprise of the 
evening was Walle Larsson 
of the band with the same 
name. He stood up, saxo
phone in hand, to duel with 
the Finjan musicians musi
cally, during an audience 
walkabout. Afterwards, he 
was invited on stage to par
ticipate. 

Guest drummer Adrian 
Peek was also on hand to 
display his artistic ability. 

Fi njan's deep-voiced 
Shayla Fink, a perennial 
audience favorite, belted out 
some familiar Yiddish 
Finjan staples, like "Oi Zis 
Gut", "A BriveleDer 
Mame", "Di Grine Kuzine", 

WJCC board 
meeting May 30 

An ad in last week's issue 
said the Winnipeg Jewish 
Community Council's next 
board meeting would be 
held May 22. The meeting 
date has been changed to 
Thursday, May 30 at 7:30 
p.m. As noted in the ad, 
such meetings are open to 
the public. 

Myron Schultz of Finjan 
toward audience "ilh his 
clarinet. 

MasterofCeremonies Lou 
Kliman addresses crowd 
at Walker Thcatre. 

and "Abi Oezunt". 
Lou Kliman acted as Mas

terofCeremoniesduring the 
evening, sponsored by the 
Canadian Shaare Zcdek 
Foundation. Proceeds were 
slated to go to the Neonatal 
Department (for the care of 
newborns) of the world-re-

Contralto-voiced Shalya Fink sings a scnti
mcntal tune. 

leans out 
"talking" 

now ned Shaare 
Zedek Hospital 
in Jerusalem. 

The500-bed 
facility, known 
as "The hospi-

Above: Walle Larsson 
(left) joins Eli Ilerscovitch 
in saxophone duet, 
backed lip by Finjan 
members. 

tal with a heart", treats "pa
tients rather than illness", 
K I irnan inf(lfIllcd the crowd. 
The 14-acre site enCOill
passes a progressive Re
search Centre, a nursin~ 
school and a teaching hos~ 
pita!. II's known as an out
standing heart centre, and 
one floor has bccn set aside 
to deal only with canliovas
cular problems. 

The Shaare Zcdck needs 
funds in order to acquire the 
latest in tcchnology, so the 
most up-tD-date treatment 
can be made available to 
Israeli Jews. Christians and 
Muslims. 

Freda Morry, executive 
secretary of the Winnipeg 
office of the Canadian 
Shaal'e Zedek Foundation, 
said the rundraising ann was 
instituted here in 1972 by 
the late Max Marmel, after 
an Israeli visit. 

Ovcr the ycars, the or
ganization has presented hu
manitarian awards to ex
traordinary Winnipeggers 
like Dr. Percy Barsky, Sam 
Maimed and Philip Weiss. 

Orthodox matchmaking 
(Cont. froll1 page 2.) 

The Orthodox Connection recently went on the Internet, 
the worldwide computer network, with a home page de
signed by Carey M iller of Call A Ten Year Old, a computer 
consulting finn. 

That Internet connection expands the Orthodox Connec
tion's reach to thousands more eligible Jews and could lead 
to an expansion of the company's database, making finding 
the right match more likely, Zelig said. 

Ironically, Zelig and Ahava themselves were brought 
together by mutual friends. Zclig, who was becoming more 
observant, met Ahavaon Rosh Chodesh Nisan and called her 
back the next day, asking if she'd like to go to a movie the 
next week and get married on Lag b'Omer. Ahava was taken 
aback by the proposal and turned itdown but agreed to go out 
with him. 

"It took me three days to convince her," Zelig said. They 
were married on Lag b 'Omer6 1/2 weeks after they first met 
four years ago. 

Their frustration at being single and not finding the right 
mate helped prompt them to get into the matchmaking 
business. 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish News. 


