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National news 

Rabin's granddaughter a "symbol" of hope 
By FRANCES KRAFT 

TORONTO - Since the 
day six months ago when 
Noa Ben Artzi-Pelossof 
shared personal memories 
ofYitzhak Rabin in a heart
rending eulogy broadcast 
worldwide, the teenage 
granddaughter of Israel's 
slain prime minister has be
come somewhat of a sym
bol herself. 

"Yes, I'm typical of 
young Israelis, but I'm also 
different," she mused in a 
recent interview at the of
fices of Knopf Canada, pub
lisher of the Canadian edi
tion of In the Name of Sor
row and Hope, her 181-page 
tribute to her grandfather 
and her country. 

Here last April as part of 
a month-long book tour, Ben 
Artzi-Pelossof, 19, said her 
decision to write the book 
met with criticism from Is
raelis who accused her of 
"commercializing the assas
sination. " 

Ben Artzi-Pelossofchose 
not to defend her book, how
ever, until after it was writ
ten. "I think it's very dis
honest, in a way, to defend 
something which does not 
exist." 

The anticipated censure 
gave her pause initially, but 
not writing the book would 
have shown cowardice, she 

NOA BEN ARTZI
PELOSSOF: People never 
knew the warm, loving 
side of Rabin. (Moshe Shai 
photo.) 

said. "I knew that it was the 
right thing to do ... and my 
family supported me." 

Despite her youth, she 
has a measure of credibility 
as an author. A published 
poet, she works at the mili
tary newspaper as part of 
her mandatory 17-month 
stint in the Israeli army. 

"It was kind of a private 
journey," she recalled of the 
two months she spent writ
ing the book in the early 
morning hours. "My grand
father was a symbol- politi
cian, soldier, tough guy -
but he wasn't. He was very 
human, very warm, very 
loving; and this side of him 
people never knew." 

In a talk the prev ious 
night to 800 people at Holy 

Blossom Temple, Ben 
Artzi-Pelossof said she 
wanted young people, espe
cially Israelis, to know of 
her grandfather's honesty 
and principles. 

She thinks that young 
Israelis have become cyni
cal, she told The CJN. She 
herself does not have ajaun
diced eye, she explained, 
because of her lifelong prox
imity topolitics. World lead
ers "came across very hu
man" to her. 

Her voice is tinged with 
cynicism, however, when 
she recalls that it was on the 
most horrible day of her life 
that the world became 
enamored of her. "The 
wheel can tum," she said. 
"(Today) you arc on top, 
but tomorrow you can be 
down." 

But because she had eu
logized Rabin the grandfa
ther not Rabin the politi
cian, she stmck a universal 
chord that is likely to reso
nate for a long time. 

Hundreds of people have 
opened up to her in personal 
letters about their own be
reavements and tearful re
actions to Rabin's death. 

She has answered less 
than a third of them. 
(Cont. on page 5. Sec 
"Rabin's granddaugh
ter" .) 
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National Geographic challenged for quoting Zundel 
By BILL GLADSTONE 

TORONTO (JTA) - A 
National Geographic arti
cle about Toronto has ig
nited a controversy because 
it contains overtly racist re
marks by an outspoken neo
Nazi and Holocaust denier. 
The generally laudatory ar
ticle about the Canadian city 
in the magazine'sJune 1996 
issue accurately described 
Toronto resident Ernst 
Zundel as "one of the lead
ing neo-Nazi propagandists 
in the world." It went on to 
quote him as saying, "Cana
dians deserve all the prob
lems that are com ing wi th 
immigration." Blacks are 
responsible for such prob
lems as drive-by shootings, 
rapes and robberies, Zundel 
continued. "I'm objecting 
to allowing hordes of ra
cially unabsorbable 
populations to invade the 
living space of a specific 
race," the article, written by 
Richard Conniff, also 
quoted him as saying. 

Ellen Cole, chairwoman 
of the community relations 
committee of the Canadian 
Jewish Congress (CJC), On
tario Region, wrote a letter 
seeking an explanation from 
the National Geographic So
ciety. 

"Ernst Zundel, a German 
national with landed immi
grant status, has been re
fused Canadian citizenship 
on the basis of being a secu
rity threat to Canada," Cole 
wrote. "He is, by all ac
counts, one of the largest 
distributors of nco-Nazi and 
Holocaustdenial material in 
the world. He is a racist and 
a bigot with links to some of 
the most violent white 
supremacist and nco-Nazi 
organizations worldwide." 

Colc wrote that a large 
number of politicians and 
field workers "would have 
been more appropriate to 
speak with credibility on 
immigration matters. "Your 
choice to utilize Mr. Zundel 
gave him undeserved cred
ibility and is a stain on your 

BERNIE FARBER: Na
tional community rela
tions chair, CJC: More 
credible voices than 
Zundel available to criti
cize immigration policy. 

magazine's good name." 
Toronto Mayor Barbara 

Hall, along with four other 
mayors in the Toronto area, 
arc preparing a joint letter to 
National Geographic that 
will also protest the use of 
Zundel as a source. "If any-

ments about the black com
munity." 

Bernie Farber, national 
director of community rela
tions for the CJC, noted that 
Conniff did not quote the 
local branch of the Ku Klux 
Klan in a similar article he 
wrote for National Geo
graphic on the city of Chi
cago, nordid he present any 
opinions from the Ameri
can neo-Nazis who once 
threatened to march through 
a neighborhood in Skokie, 
III., where many Holocaust 
survivors lived. 

"There are more credible 
voices out there to criticize 
Canada's immigration 
policy than that of a neo
Nazi," Farber said. 

Not all of the Toronto 
newspaper columnists who 
have written about the con
troversy have been critical 
of National Geographic or 
of Zundel. 

body isunabsorbable, ithap- John Barber, who writes 
pens to be Ernst Zundel," on municipal affairs for the 
said Janis Dembo, coordi- GlobeandMail,saidZundel 
nator of the mayor's com- voiced what many people in 
mittee on community and Toronto whisper privately. 
race relations. "He's not a "Ernst Zundel is one of us, " 
legitimate voice. It's repre- Barber wrote. 
hensible that they would (Cont. on page 4. See 
actually publish his "National Geographic 
stereotypically racist com- criticized" .) 

Judge withdraws/rom war crimes case 
By PAUL LUNGEN 

TORONTO -The presidingjudge in acitizenship hearing 
involving three alleged Nazi war criminals withdrew from 
the case in May. 

Associate Chief Justice James Jerome withdrew only 
days after defence lawyer Donald Bayne requested a stay of 
proceedings on the grounds there had been improper, behind 
the scenes contacts between Justice Department officials 
and the Federal Court. The case, in which the government is 
ultimately seeking to deport Helmut Oberlander, Erichs 
Tobiass and Johanne Dueck, was scheduled to go ahead on 
May 15 with a new judge. 

The latest snafu in the ongoing saga of war crimes 
proceedings began when assistant deputy ministerof justice 
Ted Thompson met with Chief Justice Julius Isaac to com
plain about the slow pace ofproceeclings III Jerome's court. 

Isaac later met with Jerome and then told Thompson that 
proceedings would be speeded up. 

The courts, and bcfore them the Justice Department, have 
been criticized by the Jewish community for their tardiness . . 
III war cnmes cases. 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish News. 

JNF Negev Dinner to honor Premier Filmon 
Premier Gary Filmon 

is celebrating his 20th 
anniversary of elected 
public office this year. 

During these years, 
Premier Filmon has dem
onstrated outstanding 
support for the Winnipeg 
Jewish community and 
the state of Israel. 

He was an active par
ticipant in establishing 
the Holocaust Memorial 
and providing the site on 
which it stands on the 
Legislative Building 
grounds. He was also re
sponsible for providing 
an environment support
ive to the Jewish commu
nity's school system, al
lowing it to grow and 
prosper. 

Premier Filmon was 

PREMIER 
GARY FILMON, 

1996 JNF Dinner honoree 

also very supportive in help
ing to establish the develop
ment of the new Jewish 

Community Campus. 
These are but a few of the 
reasons that make Pre
mier Gary Filmon a most 
worthy candidate for 
Negev honors. 

Recently, Premier 
Filmon and his wife, 
Janice joined other Win
nipeggers on the JNF 
Mega Mission to Israel. 

They participated in a 
number of activities in 
celebration of the 3000th 
Anniversary of Jerusa
lem. 

As well, Premier 
Filmon attended an inter
national agricultural con
ference in Tel Aviv, and 
toured the Arava, where 
a major JNF project will 
be founded· in his name.· 

International development worker 
awarded $5,000 prize 

By MYRON LOVE 
Zack Gross remembers 

with fondness Mr. 
Reichbart's Grade 6 Peretz 
School class many years ago 
and the Friday United Na
tions Assemblies. It was 
Gross's introduction to the 
wider world - a world to 
which he has chosen to dedi
cate his working life. That 
dedication was recognized 
last year when the founding 
executive director of the 
Brandon-based Marquis 
Project was presented with 
a $5,000 CIDA (Canadian 
International Development 
Agency) award for travel in 
the Third World. 

Gross was one of five 
regional recipients of the 
award which recognizes the 
local work done by the win
ners and their organizations 
in educating Canadians 
about global issues. He was 
presented with the honor in 
Brandon at The Marquis 
Projects 15th Anniversary 
Dinner. 

Zack Gross has been 
working in international 
development education for 
over 25 years. It is some
thing he said he has always 
been interested in. 

In high school (Garden 
City Collegiate), he recalls 
being active in the current 
events club and the Model 
United Nations. Although 
he tried a· political science 
course at university, he said 
he found it to be too much 

ZACK GROSS: Jewish 
heritage inspired him in 
international develop
ment work. 

conjecture and not enough 
fact. 

While in third year uni
versity, he applied to par
ticipate in a student ex
change program sponsored 
by an organization called 
Canadian Crossroads Inter
national. Although he 
wasn't successful, onc of 
the people involved told him 
about organizations around 
Winnipeg that were in
volved in international de
velopment work. One of 
those organizations was the 
Manitoba Association for 
World Development 
(MA WD,) which had been 
fanned the year before. 

MA WD was best known 
for organizing several an
nual Miles for Millions 
marches around Winnipeg 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
Due to a sharp recent rise in printing costs, The Jell'ish 

Post & News now is charging for pUblicity about 
upcoming events running in this newspaper. 

• Stories, community calendar and other announce
ments publicizing upcoming events arc charged for at a 
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plus GST in eight-point type. Headings of up to four words 
mn for free. 

• Anyone running adisplay ad at least "business card size" 
(2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publicizing a Jewish 
organizational upcoming event will be entitled to up to that 
amount of space free for an accompanying advertising 
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• Synagogues also have the option of paying a reduced fee 
of $200 per year plus GST for publishing times of syna
gogue services weekly in eight-point type. Submissions at 
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individuals authorizing publication, for billing purposes. 

• All news releases and announcements published in The 
Jewish Post & Neil'S are subject to editing, and all references 
to ticket prices, admission charges and phone numbers 
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full display advertising rate. 
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Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and other 

announcements appear in boxes that indicates the material 
inside the box is fully or partly paid for. Stories with 
headlines in a typestyle other than the one used for 
standard news stories (samples ofs~ndard news headlines, 
appear with all stories on page I) are 'also partly or fully 
paid for. 

in the late 1960s and early 
I 970s that attracted thou
sands of people. 

VISITED ISRAEL 
After a student tour of 

Israel in 1968 sponsored by 
the Zionist Organization of 
Canada (Gross was one of 
10 winners of an essay con
test; he visited Israel a sec
ond time in 1971-72.), Gross 
became MA WD's commu
nity education person and 
an organizer of the marches. 

In 1973, MA WD was 
split into two different or
ganizations. One was to fo
cus on overseas work. The 
other - The Idea Centre -
had an educational mandate. 
Gross was a founder of The 

Idea Centre and worked 
there in its first year. 

In 1974, he moved to 
Saskatchewan, where he 
continued his work in de
velopmental education. He 
was first with the One Sky 
Cross Cultural Centre in 
Saskatoon and later, with a 
similar organization in 
Regina for acoupleofyears. 

In 1979, he, his family 
and some fricnds bought 
some farm land between 
Brandon and Souris and set
tled there. That same year, 
he helped start The Marquis 
Project. 

For the first years, the 
project was engaged prima
rily in educating western 
Manitobans about interna
tional development issues 
through bringing in speak
ers, arranging seminars, 
making presentations to 
schools and community 
groups and the organiza
tion's ever-growing library 
and craft shop. More re
cently, the project has also 
become directly involved in 
development through link
ages with groups in.Uganda 
in cast Africa. 

Marquis in particular 
works with the UgandaRu
ral Development Training 
Programme (URDT) in re
forestation and agricultural 
training and providing clean 
water supplies. 

Gross believes it is his 
Jewish heritage that inspires 
him in the work he does. 
"Considering what Jewish 
people have suffered 
through the centuries, we 
should know better than 
anyone the importance of 
working for justice and an 
end to poverty," he says. "I 
consider this a moral im
perati ve." 

He reports that The Mar
quis Project enjoys strong 
support from Brandon's 
small Jewish community. In 
fact, there are two other Jew
ish staff members. 

Gross notes that he has 
met a number of other Jew
ish international develop
ment workers who have 
come through Brandon. 
"There is a bond there," he 
says: "Even though ~ clon't 
krio'w them well, our ideals 
arc similar." 
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Parent volunteer Peppi Zelcer serves Grade 3 student Cindy Chodirker a felafel during 
Israeli-style lunch in YMHA Jewish Community Centre auditorium. 

Centennial School students spend 
Jerusalem Day 

Centennial School's He
brew bilingual students went 
on a "plane ride" to Israel 
May 17. 

They swam in "the 
Mediterannean" and ate 
felafel for lunch. 

And they did all that with
out leaving Winnipeg. 

"The idea was to give the 
students a chance to have an 
Israeli experience outside of 
our building," Ara Morris, 
main organizer of the 
school's Yom 
Yerushalayim program, said 
last week. 

She and other teachers 
wanted to present an extra
special program this year 
for Yom Yerushalayim (Je
msalem Day), because it 
was billed as the 3000th 
anniversary of King David's 
founding of Jemsalem. 

The celebration started at 
the school Thursday, May 
16, as students sang songs 
with Israeli themes, watched 
a movie about the Jewish 
state, and spoke of taking a 
"day trip" there. 

The Yom Yerushalayim 
program continued the next 
day, as the Kindergarten to 
Grade 6 students hopped on 
a schoolbus, and rode to the 
YMHA Jewish Community 
Centre. 

Teachers on the bus 
helped the students pretend 
they were "flying" to the 
Jewish state, Morris ex
plained. 

At the Y Centre, the chil
dren divided into groups, 
and creatcd posters with a 
Jerusalem theme. Parent 
volunteers were also on 
hand, helping supervise ac
tivities and perfornl other 
duties. 

Then, half the students 
learned some Israeli dances, 
while the other half went 
downstairs, for a recrea
tional swim. 

"We couldn't go to the 
beach", ISraeli~stylc, Mor: ' 
ris said, chuckling. "So we 

"in Israel" 

Adam Pinx, Grade 3 (left) and Philip Klein, Grade 6, 
hold poster with artwork they did on Jerusalem 3000 
theme. 

Students practice an Israeli dance step they've just 
learned. 

went to the pool." 

Children ate felafel and 
Israeli potato chips for 
lunch, catered by Bathurst 
Street Market, with parent 
vo!un\e!!rs do!ng, thl? servo. 
ing. . 

The students returned to 

the school for another sing
ing session about Jcmsa
lem and Israel. 

The day ended with chil
dren enjoying another Is
raeli-style touch: "Reflect-

. ing" ·on 'the day~ ·"with ice' 
cream." 
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