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Comment from Israeli Israeli news 

Election post-mortems: 

couple of days 
after Israel's May 
29 election re-

suIts were out, I sat at Cafe 
Atara on Ben Yehuda mall 
with the senior BBC local 
correspondent. (Her team 
was augmented by SEV
ENTY extra BBC staff 
flown in for the election!). 

MARGINAL COMMENT 

MELVIN FENSON 

Likud leader Binyamin Netanyahu being swept along by 
a sea of security personnel while making an election visit 
to Kfar Sava last month. He got a majority of Jewish 
votes May 29. Photo copyright ISRANET. 

The opening subject was 
not Bibi v. Shimon ... it was 
the fact the Atara Cafe, after 
about 60 years on the street, 
was giving way to a Pizza 
Hut. (It is popular among 
the over-60 crowd to lament 
the Americanization of Is
rael.) 

I first visited the Atara in 

1949. It then had two com
petitors which, Vienna
style, also served buttered 
buns,coffee,and local and 
European newspapers for 
breakfast - the Alaska, and 
the Vienna. Both closed 
years ago when professional 
male waiters were no longer 

THE WINNIPEG BOARD OF 
JEWISH EDUCATION 

The WilJE is happy to annollnce that Mrs. 
Shelley Hasinoff has been selected as princi
pal at Talmud Torah/I.L. Peretz Folk School 
for the academic year 1996197. 

Mrs. Hasinoff comes with a wealth of experi
ence in, not only ollr system, but also from 
the educational system in Newfoundland. She 
has coordinated the Challenge Program for 
the BJE for the past six years as well as run
ning the Computer Program for Ramah 
Hebrew School this past year. Mrs. Hasinoff"s 
background and educational training has 
specifically prepared her for this most impor
tant promotion in our system. 

I know that you will join us in welcoming her 
to her new position, and that we wish her 
well for the upcoming year. 

available. There is as much 
grief in Jerusalem over the 
closing of Atara, as there is 
among Labor supporters 
over the election results. 

Ultimately the election 
subject arose, and my din
ing partner let me in on a big 
secret. .. most ofthe press is 
leftwing, and rooted for 
Peres. I told her I had sus
pected this for 60 years. 

Interesting election post
mortems have been crop
ping up, which I would like 
to share with you. Ahmed 
Tibi, an Israel i Arab, 
gynecologist and amateur 
orchestra conductor, an ad
visor to Palestine Authority 
hcad Arafat, decided to run 
for the Knesset. This upset 
some Israelis who raised the 
cry of "conflicting loyal
ties". Eventually, Arafat 
ordered Tibi to drop his can
didacy for fear of splitting 
the Arab vote. 

After the elections, Tibi 
blasted his fellow Israeli 
Arabs ... "you expectto call 
Peres a murderer of women 
and children for three weeks, 
and the last two days before 
the vote urge them to elect 
him!" 

Interestingly enough, 17 
per cent of Israeli Arabs 

voted for Bibi Netanyahu ... 
as a reaction to the anti
religious (Jewish) foot-in
mouth performance of 
Meretz Minister Shulamit 
Aloni. Rabin had to remove 
her as education minister 
after she mocked trad i tional 
Jewish practises (kashrut, 
Shabbat, as being out
moded). Religious Arabs 
felt that once she wiped 
Yiddishkeit off the map, 
she'd assault Islam. 

Needlesstosay, there was 
a lot of finger-pointing and 
blaming of the Labor
Meretz electioneering plat
form. Peres, who is normally 
a frigid person not given to 
smiling or pressing flesh, 
was shown countless times 
on TV smiling, hugging and 
kissing nubile young girls 
below voting age. Labor 
critics themselves called it 
pedophilia. 

When Peres rose at the 
first session of the new 
Knesset to reply to 
Netanyahu's lacklustre 
maiden address, he adopted 
a shocking, powerful ag
gressive stance, charging 
Bibi with lying during the 
election, predicting that 
Bibi, too, would walk hand
in-hand with Arafat. De
pressed Labor polls com
plained that if, instead of 
kissing teenagers, Peres had 
poured his wrath upon the 
opposition during his TV 
electioneering, he would 
have made a more telling 
impact. 

10% MORE JEWS 
VOTED FOR 

NETANYAHU 
Be that as it may, 10 per 

cent more Jewish Israelis 
voted for B ibi, and that ends 
that. Labor even blasted its 
coalition partner Meretz, a 
far-left party, one of whose 
Cabinet ministers was an old 
Stalinist. The bizarre com
plaint of Labor Party Chair 
Nissim Zvilli was that 
Meretz represented upper-

The Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education 
Announces the following newly elected 

Directors 

Rick Lee 
Allan Levine 
Bert Schaffer 

Norman Yusim 

Th~ WBJE than~s the community 
and the candIdates for theIr support and participation. 
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class yuppies, from wealthy' 
suburbs to the electorate, 
and failed the credibility test. 
It has long been known that 
terms like "left" and "right" 
in Israeli politics have no 
rational basis in reality. 
Upperclass neighborhoods 
traditionally vote "left", and 
slum neighborhoods always 
vote "right". The real de
mographic novelty in this 
election was the boosting of 
religious parties from 14 per 
cent of the national vote to 
20 per cent, with their con
sequent claim on 24 out of 
120 Knesset seats. 

Part of that increase was a 
non-religious segment ofthe 
electorate which was so in
censed at Shulamit Aloni's 
mocking of Jewish tradition, 
that they voted for reI igious 
parties to preserve the "Jew
ish" character of the state. 
This last factor is called "rac
ism" by secular Israelis. 

Shimon Peres learned too 
late that this does not go 
over well with the public, 
and now calls upon Labor, 
in its "rehabilitation" effort, 
to rebuild better ties with 
the religious community. 

Departing air force chief 
warns of Arab missile power 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel's outgoing air force com
manderhas said the chances for war breaking out in the near 
future are small- but Israel 's existence would be in danger 
if one did. 

At a news conference last week marking the end of his 
assignment, Herzl Bodinger said most of Israel's Arab 
neighbors possessed technologically advanced weapons, 
which significantly heightened the risks for Israel in the 
event of a war. 

"Most ofthe Arab countries which neighbor Israel possess 
long-range missiles," he said June 20. "Such missiles can hit 
any spot in Israel." 

Bodinger also reflected on Operation Grapes of Wrath, 
Israel's military action against Hezbollah in April, which 
was launched after the fundamentalist movement sent sev
eral series of Katyusha rockets into northern Israel. 

Bodinger said the operation had done little to change the 
situation in southern Lebanon. 

Hezbollah continued to operate from the same places it 
had before the military action, he added. 

Arabs hold summit 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

"The Arab states would be forced to reconsider the steps 
taken towards Israel in the framework of the peace process 
[and] the government ofIsrael alone would bear full respon
sibility." 

The summit called on Israel to implement all ~Iements of 
the peace agreements and to enable the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state. It also demanded an Israeli 
withdrawal from all occupied territories, including a with
drawal to the June 4, 1967, boundaries on the Golan Heights, 
the area I~rae! captured from S~ria during the Six-Day War. 
. The gUIdelInes of.th.e new Llkud-Jed government explic
~tly oppose a PalestlDlan state and emphasize the national 
Importance ofthe Golan Heights for Israel. At the same time, 
they call for negotiations with Syria with no set conditions. 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak had negotiated hard 
with some participants, including Syrian leader HafezAssad 
to tone down the final wording of the draft. ' 
M~barak said in a CNN interview that despite Netanyahu 's 

publtc statements, he could prove to be more flexible in 
negotiations. "It's too early to pass judgment now," he said. 
"~ will wait until I meet with the Israeli leader, and hear his 
views." 

Ahead of the Arab summit, Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy sounded a conciliatory note, hinting in a weekend 
television intervi~w that Israel ~ould show some flexibility 
on the Golan. HIS comments Immediately drew a sharp 
response from leaders of the Golan residents, as well as The 
Third Way party. one of the government's coalition partners, 
which was elected on a platform opposing an Israeli with
drawal from the Golan. 

. Netanyahu's spokesman Sunday also issued a statement 
distancing the prime minister from Levy's remarks. 

"Only ~tatements made by the prime minister reflect 
Israeh poltcy on these political issues," spokesman Michael 
Stoltz reportedly said. 

Levy himselflatercalled the closing statement of the Arab 
sum~lit. "contradictory to the atmosphere necessary for 
contlJ1umg peace." 

Netanyahu is scheduled to travcl nexl month to Washing-
ton'for lalks with President Clinton. . 

He is ltlso due' to 'visit Jordan and Egypt in the comina', 
weeks. , ., Ii,., , " I, • I • , ~ , 

" 

'. 
" 

Netanyahu presents Cabinet 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

But Netanyahu, who was 
officially sworn in as Isra
el's ninth prime minister 
June 18 night after his gov
ernment was approved, 
gave some indication of 
where he was going in both 
his inaugural address to the 
Parliament and his policy 
guidelines published last 
week. In his speech, he of
fered general overtures to 
Israel's Arab neighbors, but 
was criticized by the outgo
ing prime minister for lack
ing specifics, especially 
with regard to the Palestin
ian track of the peace proc
ess. 

Netanyahu clinched a 
new government on June 
17 after signing coalition 
accords with three religious 
parties - the National Reli
gious Party, Shas and 
United Torah Judaism - the 
centrist Third Way and 
Natan Sharansky's Yisrael 
Ba' Aliyah Party. The agree
ments gave Netanyahu the 
necessary Knesset majority 
of 66 scats out of 120. But 
the ugly and sometimes vi
cious politicking that char
acterized the weeks of coa
lition-building strained 
Netanyahu's relations with 
his own party, leaving a trail 
of wounded egos and sim
mering resentment in the 
senior echelons of the 
Likud. 

Ariel Sharon, who claims 
that it was he, more than 
any other single politician, 
who ensured Netanyahu's 
victory, was denied both the 
Defense Ministry, his first 
preference, and the Finance 
Ministry. 

Sharon, indeed, was in
strumental in persuading 
other would-be rightist can
didates for prime minister 
to withdraw from the con
test, leaving the field open 
for Netanyahu alone to chal
lenge Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres in the May 
29 balloting. Later, Sharon 

ARIEL SHARON: Denied 
the defence ministry and 
finance ministry. 

DAVID LEVY: New for
eign minister, he at first 
declined to join govern
ment in solidarity with 
Sharon. 

NATAN SHARANSKY: 
Head of Russian immi
grants' party, he was ap
pointed trade and indus
try minister. 

succeeded in persuading most of the leading fervently Or
thodox rabbis to support Netanyahu and to instruct their 
followers to vote for him. 

As Netanyahu was desperately casting about for a satis
factory portfolio for the Likud hard-liner, David Levy, 
Netanyahu's foreign minister, at first refused to join the 
government in a demonstration of solidarity with Sharon. At 
the eleventh hour, after the Knesset approved the new 
government, Levy joined the Cabinet. Negotiations were 
under way to find a compromise in which Sharon could be 
brought into the government with a special portfolio created 
for him. 

Last-minute haggling also precluded the naming of spe
cific ministers to the posts of housing and religious affairs by 
the time the Cabinet was approved June 18. Sharon was 
joined by Likud members Ze'ev "Benny" Begin and Moshe 
Katsav in being excluded from Netanyahu's original list for 
Cabinet appointments. Also originally excluded was Dan 
Meridor, a former Likud justice minister whom Netanyahu 
views as a potential political rival. 

None of these Likud officials ever fully acquiesced in 
Netanyahu's victory to head the Likud Party and have never 
hidden their lack of enthusiasm for his leadership. 

In the end, Meridor was appointed finance minister, but 
not before Begin, who was appointed minister of science, 
had vowed that he would not enter Netanyahu 's government 
as long as Meridor was sidelined. Katzav ended up as 
tourism minister, a lesser slot than he had hoped to obtain. 
Netanyahu's relations with his own party also have been 
strained by his granting nine of 18 Cabinet portfolios to 
Likud's coalition partners. ' 

Court to wait on election challenge 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The Jerusalem District Court will 

wait until next week to issue adecision on a petition from the 
Labor Party about election fraud. Until then, representatives 
from the Likud Party will prepare their response to the Labor 
Party claims. 

The petitioners charged that a sample survey of 100 ballot 
bo.xes showed cases of ballot tampering. For instance, they 
satd, cases eXisted of too many people voting in a certain area 
or of dead people casting ballots. The petitioners estimated 
that s?me 6,700 ballot ?oxes were in doubt. Four weeks ago, 
the High Court of Justice rejected a petition challenging the 
results of the election for prime minister. The petition asked 
that blank ballots be counted as valid, which would not have 
given Benjamin Netanyahu the majority he needed to be
come prime minister. 
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Just don't call him "Bihi" 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - You can call him prime minister 

or Benjamin Netanyahu. But you can't call him "Bibi" 
anymore. The spokesman for the prime minister-elect last 
~eek demanded that journalists stop using Netanyahu' s 
Dlckname. 

"I don't believe it shows respect to call the prime minister 
of Israel by his nickname," spokesman Shai Bazak told 
Israel Radio. Israeli politicians on both sides of the political 
spectrum are called by nicknames from their youth includ
ing Ariel "Arik" Sharon, Rafael ·'Raful" Eitan Avraham 
"Beig~" Shochat and.Rehavam "Gandhi" Ze' evi. Netanyahu 
h~s satd he got the D1ckname to clear up confusion between 
himself and an older cousin, Benjamin B. "He was the big 
B.B .... I was the small B.B.," Netanyahu said. 

Canada Day events at the Forks 
W.innipeg - The Forks North Portage Partnership-July 1st 

- .WII! t~ke ~Iace ?ve~ seven kilometres of Winnipeg's 
hlstonc nverslde, With eight venues linking neighbourhoods 
throughout the downtown and St. Boniface along and on the 

rivers. There will be fireworks, a Canada Day Trail, and a 
special bus route by Winnipeg Transit. Sightseeing cruises 
will be offered, and bicycles, rickshaws and horscdrawn 
carriages and wagons will be available for hire. 

.+. 

We may not always sing in the same key. 
Some of us may not know all the right words. 

But we know Canada is something 
really worth singing about. 

Celebrate Canada DaY's 
June 21 to JulY' 1, 1996 

Canadian Patrimoine 
Heritage canadien 


