
World news/ Noah WitmanHs Yiddish column 

A step away from gridlock 
Several thousand newly-delivered Japanese vehicles 
stored in customs bond in Eilat Port. Copyright: 
ISRANET. 

One measure of a country's rising prosperity can be 
gauged by its rising traffic congestion and pollution caused 
by engine exhaust fumes. Israel has both these dubious 
attributes, as more and more new vehicles use already 
overcrowded roads. 

The port of Eilat on Israel's Red Sea is the major point of 
entry for new vehicles from the Far East. Japanese and 
Korean cars stand in line by the thousands in bonded parking 
lots for the short wait to be added to the already overbur~ 
dened road system. 

The past 12 months have seen the addition of many 
famous car manufacturers coming onto the Israeli market, 
including the luxurious Jaguars from the U.K. and at the 
other end of the list, the popularly-priced Kia from Korea. 

The government also has profited from this rapid rise in 
car ownership by a recent 15 per cent increase in fuel tax. 
Serious moves are in the pipeline to ease the congestion on 
the roads by improving and expanding the rail network. By 
the end of this year, it is expected that formal plans will be 
announced to build an underground system in Tel Aviv 
following an on-going feasibility study now underway. 
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IRAQ CELEBRATES ATTACKS ON ISRAEL 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Iraq has declared Jan. 18 a 

"Science Day" to celebrate its Scud missile attacks on Israel 
in 1991. News agencies. quoting official newspapers in 
Baghdad, said the Parliament had issued the law during a 
special session last week. Iraq fired 39 Scud missiles on 
Israel during the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 

BARAK CALLS ON DIPLOMATIC CORPS 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Ehud Barak, Israel's outgoing 

foreign minister, called on the Jewish state's diplomatic 
corps to advance the peace process. Addressing some 60 
diplomats in a Jerusalem hotel, Barak said he believed that 
the new government under the leadership of Likud leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu would continue the peace process in its 
own way. "As a citizen, I wish the new government success," 
he said. Barak also said he thought that Israel and its peace 
partners needed to be forthcoming in order for progress to 
occur. "I believe with all my heart thatca1culated risks must 
be taken for peace, but no one should be mistaken - it takes 
two to tango," he said. 

U.S. OFFERS KOSHER MEALS IN THE FIELD 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - American Jewish soldiers will 

no longer have to subsist on non-kosher meals in the field, if 
they so choose. The U.S. military announced two weeks ago 
that "Meals Religious Kosher" will be available through the 
regular military supply lines. The military has contracted a 
private company, My Own Meals, to produce as many as 
200,000 meals per year for three years. The army estimates 
that 3 percent of its members have special meal require
ments, said Joe D'Onofrio, vice president of operations at 
My Own Meals, These include Jews who observe kashrut 
and Muslim soldiers who follow the dietary laws of hal ai, as 
well as vegetarians. 

France denounces Israelfor 
holding Arab reporter 

PARIS (JTA) - France has protested Israel's seizure of a 
Lebanese journalist who was working for Agence France
Presse in southern Lebanon. Ali Dia, 40, was arrested by 
Israeli forces June 13 and taken to Israel for interrogation 
after security officials from the Israel-allied South Lebanon 
Army summoned him to their headquarters in Marjayoun. 

"The arrest of a journalist because of his professional 
activity would clearly be a serious breach of press freedom, 
a breach we could only condemn," said Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Jacques Rummelhardt. Israel said it was holding 
Dia on suspicion of aiding the Islamic fundamentalist 
Hezbollah group. Hezbollah denied having any links to the 
reporter. 
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Auschwitz saga continues 
amid reports of new plans 

NEW YORK (JTA) - The saga of the ill-fated shopping 
complex across from Auschwitz continues. In the latest 
development, the Polish developer of the area near the 
former Nazi death camp has said work would resume at the 
site unless the government made a decision to the contrary 
by the end of last week. Earlier this month, Poland had 
ordered the police to stop the renewed construction of the 
controversial mini-mall, which was to house a supermarket, 
a home and garden center and a fast-food restaurant, among 
other businesses. 

The developer, Janusz Marszalek,last week indicated that 
he might build something other than a shopping complex. 
Both Polish and Jewish officials - as well as other commu
nities around the world - have denounced the mini-mall 
project. Many see the building of a shopping complex on the 
site as an offense to the memory of the victims of Auschwitz. 
During World War II, nearly 2 million people were mur
dered, 90 percent of them Jews, at the Auschwitz-B irkenau 
death complex. . 

The latest developments prompted renewed concern. If 
Marszalek builds, "I am sure the police will stop him," 
Kalman Sultanik, World Jewish Congress vice president, 
said in an telephone interview from Israel. Sultanik is 
scheduled to attend the July 7-8 meeting of the Auschwitz 
Museum Council, the body charged with protecting the 
integrity of the Auschwitz grounds. Su ltanik said Marszalek's 
original pernlit to build on the site was "revoked." 

The council, headed by former Polish Foreign Minister 
WIadyslaw Bartoszewski, who is an Auschwitz survivor 
himself, reportedly recommended recently that the guest 
facilities now on the museum grounds be moved to the site 
being developed. 
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National news 

RCMP handwriting expert Joel Harris testified the 1944 
signature of Konrad Kalejs (top) was probably written 
by the same person who wrote the newer signature 
(below). 

Kalejs questioned on 
reason for visiting Canada 

By PAUL LUNGEN 
TORONTO - Alleged Nazi war criminal Konrads Kalejs 

took the stand at his immigration hearing this month but he 
was not asked to testify about his wartime activities in the 
notorious Arajs Kommando. , 

Instead, the 83-year-old Australian citizen was ques
tioned about his status as a visitor to Canada. Kalejs said he 
came to Canada to be close to his common-law wife and 
stepdaughter, who live in Chicago, and to be in proximity to 
the United States where he intends to reopen his immigration 
case. 

He said he would like to remain in Canada indefinitely 
until he is ready to clear his name. 

DEPORTED FROM U.S. 
Kalejs was deported from the United States because of his 

membership in the Latvian Auxiliary Security Police, more 
commonly known as the Amjs Kommando, which partici
pated in the murder of,more than 30,000 Latvian Jews. 

After being deported from the United States in April 1994 
and spending a short time in Australia, Kale js moved to 
Canada in June 1994. The Canadian Immigration Depart
ment is attempting to deport Kalejs on two grounds: that he 
is not a legitimate visitor to Canada and that he was involved 
in war crimes as a member of the Arajs Kommando. 

When asked by case presenting officer Vince Greco how 
long he intended to remain in Canada, Kalejs responded, "I 
may want to stay for a lifetime ... But I know it's impossi
ble. " 

Under further questioning, Kalejs said he had not yet 
retained a U.S. lawyer to fight his case and that he was still 
searching forwitnesses and documents that would clear him. 

Justice Department lawyers Donald Mcintosh and Bonnie 
Boucher explained that Kalejs was questioned only on his 
Visitor status because they did not want his testimony on his 
involvement in alleged war crimes to go in as part of the 
government case. They said they would have more latitude 
to question him in cross-examination if he testified later in 
his own behalf. 

Kalejs' counsel, Win Thompson and Lloyd Maqllquham, 
said they expected to call Kalejs as a witness later in the 
proceedings. 

Meanwhile, government counsel continue to present their 
case. When confronted with statements from the record of 
his 1993 U.S. appeal case that suggested he had four homes 
and assets worth more than $1 million, Kalejs called that "a 
fantasy." He denied he paid a $750,000 cash bond to free 
himself during his legal battles, saying a friend posted the 
bond. 

When asked how much he was worth, Kalejs responded: 
"I never counted my money." 

Questioned further on his wealth, Kalejs said he was part 
owner of an apartment building in Illinois but that he had "no 
idea" how much his share was worth. or how much revenue 
he received from it. 

He said he didn't remember how much money he brought 
with him to Canada and he denied he returned to the United 
States under an assumed identity during his legal battles to 
dispose of his assets. He also denied suggestions by Greco 
that his U.S. assets had been frozen or that he had eluded 
capture by U.S. agents for six months. 

In other evidence, RCMP handwriting expert Joel Harris 
said he examined specimen signatures from documents 
signed by Kalejs from the late 19505 through the '90s and 
compared them to questioned documents from 1944 that 
purport to be Kalejs' signature. 

"I concluded there was some evidence that the writer of 
the known signatures wrote the signatures in the questioned 
Signature list," he said. "There is some evidencc to suggest 
common authorship." 

The hearing was to continue on June 24. 
Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish News. 
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Canada-Israelfree trade delayed 
By RON CSILLAG 

TORONTO - Imple
mentation of the long
awaited Canada-Israel free 
trade deal, originally sched
uled for July I, will be de
layed to January I, 1997, at 
the earliest, Federal Inter
national Trade Minister Art 
Eggleton says. 

Bureaucratic delays, 
mainly in Canada, and the 
Israeli election have com
bined to delay the pact, but 
Eggleton is hopeful it will 
be signed, scaled and deliv
cred by next New Year's 
Day. 

In Israel last January, 
Canadian and Israel i nego
tiators hammered out the 
final detai Is of the pact, cap
ping over a year of talks. 

The foundation for the 
deal was laid in November 
1994, when the late prime 
minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien shook hands on the 
agreement. 

But that agreement still 
has to he signed by both 
countries Eggleton says, and 
then the cumbersome Ca
nadian legislative process 
will begin. First, the minis
terwill puta bill before Par
liament in this fall's ses
sion. Debates and hearings 
will follow and then the 
matter goes to the Senate, 
with royal assent as the final 
touch. 

"I'm told the Knessetcan 
do it in twoweeks,so they're 
far more efficient," 
Eggleton chuckled in a 
wide-ranging interview at 

ART EGGLETON, fed
eral international trade 
minister: llureaucratic 
delays, mainly in Canada. 

his York Centre constitu
ency office recently. 

Eggleton expects no 
change of heart from the 
new government of 
Benjamin Netanyahu. "All 
the signals we're getting 
from Israel arc that Ihere is 
wide support (for the deal). 
It's just a matter of settmg a 
date for the signing. 

"We're ready to go 
anytime. We're waiting to 
hear from the Israeli gov
ernment, as soon as the new 
government is in place." 
MOST TARIFFS WILL 

DISAPPEAR 
Once in effect, the deal 

will mean that most tariffs 
on items imported and ex
ported by the two countrics 
will disappear virtually 
overnight. Egg/eton says 
there will be no phase-in 
period. 

The minister calls it a 
levelling of the playing lield. 
Trade officials say bilateral 
trade between Israel and 

Canada will triple as a re
sult. Some tariffs will re
main on agricultural and fish 
products. 

Canadian industries 
standing to benefit most will 
be in the hi-tech area. Al
ready, several joint ventures 
have been sealed between 
Canadian and Israeli hi-tech 
companies. 

Eggleton notes that the 
pact creating the Canada
Israel Industrial Research 
and Development Fund, 
signed in 1993 by then prime 
ministers Shimon Percs and 
Brian Mulroney, has grown 
to a value of $6 million, 
split between Israeli and 
Canadian government con
tributions. 

He points out that the 
fund has become so popular 
that both AI bcrta and thc 
Atlantic Canada Opportu
nities Agency, headcd by 
Norman Spector, a fOl'lner 
Canadian ambassador to Is
rael, want to COil tribute to it. 

And he says that Cana
d ian businesses spcc ial izing 
In lumber,collstructionma
terials and prefabricated 
housing will finally be able 
to ship their products to Is
rael duty-free, a!'ter years of 
being blocked out due to 
high Israeli tariffs. 

tween Canada and Israel," 
he feels. 

Eggleton visited Israel in 
1992 and met with then 
prime minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and opposition 
leader Rabin. Two years 
before, he visited 
Auschwitz, an experience 
t1~at left an indelible impres
sion. 

Thus, he's particularly 
proud of his government's 
passagc of Bill C-41, thc 
law that will enhance penal
ties for crimes of hate, and 
of the recent passing of 
amendment to thc I-I uman 
Rights Code outlawing dis
crimination against homo
sexuals. 

He calls opposition to 
both bills, eVen among his 
Liberal colleagucs, 
Hwrong," 

And hc 's equally hanlon 
his government for its slow 
pace in pursuing alleged 
NaZI war cl'lmll1als in this 
country. 

"These matters should 
havc been before the courts 
a long time ago," including, 
he allows, the ycars the Li b
erals were in powerlhmugh
out the 1960s and '70s. "The 
biological clock ticks on and 
(prosecutions) become 
more difficult, as the courts 
arc finding ouL But we 'rc in 
the courts now, and I know 
our government is doing 
everyth ing possible to move 
(c<lses) along. 

CJC election process revised 

Eggleton, a fOl'lner To
ronto mayor chosell by 
Chret icn to run ill York Cell
tre, which has a sizeable 
Jewish population, has long 
been a visible presencc on 
the Jewish scene and is 
viewed as a fricnd of Israel 
and the communily. 

The deal "will not only 
advancc trade and invest
ment, but I think it will bring 
our two countries cloSCI to
gether and further develop 
thc political friendship be-

".lust ice should still pre
vail in these c<lses. These 
pcople may be old, but still. 
justice is important to pur
slie. " 

By .JANICE ARNOLD 
MONTREAL - All dcl

egates to future Canadian 
Jewish Congress (CJC) Ple
nary Asscmblies should be 
accredited and registered 
long before the opening, if 
the "snafu" that marred the 
last plenary is to be avoided, 
according to the report of 
the ad hoc bylaw review 
committee headed by Judge 
Herbert Marx. 

"It is essential that ap
propriate and workable 
deadlines be established for 
the accreditation and regis
tration of delegates." it says. 

in addition, nominations 
for elected national offic
ers, including president, 
should be submitted 90days 
in advance of the plenary, 
the 'committee says. 

The report, described as 
being adopted unanimously 
by the committee's seven 
members, was submitted to 
the CJC national officers and 
released to The CJ N. 

The report docs not fi nd 
fault; rather it blames "the 
absence ofsuft1ciently com
prehensive electoral rules 
and regu lations." 

Defeated presidential 
candidate Thomas Hecht, 
who at the committee's 
hearing in February de
scribed himselfas the target 
of a "character assassina-

tion" attempt, docs leccive 
somc sympathy in the rc
port. Nepril1led Il'ilh per
III/SSIO//, Ca//adian Jewish 
Neil'S. 

Reprinler! wilh pel'll/i.I·
.I'iol/, Cal/adial/ Jewish 
N(!)vs. 

C .' LA· S S ·1 FIE D· S 
Classi~ied ad ra~es: $~.7~ per column inch. Minimum charge, $8.78. For 
advertIsers outSIde Winnipeg, $ 10.28 per column inch, minimum charge 
$ 10.28. One column Inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts 
available for ads placed more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over 
the phone or in writing, using your VISA or MASTERCARD. 

_ For more inJormation please caU694-3332. I Y./SA,' 

PROFESSIONALS 

Certified Generat Accounlanl 

PHILIP KAHANOVITCH 
B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A. 

• Accounting ·Auditing 

·Tax 'Data Processing 
3-t808 Main Street 

Winnipeg, MB R2V 2A3 

Bus. 339-6969 

Fax. 339-2717 

Res. 334-7086 

I. (Ike) Chamish, CI.lJ.C1LFC 

No Cost placements on: 
GIC's, RRSPs, RRtFs 

• Retlremenl Plannmg 
• Inveslmenl 8. Mutual Funds 
• Insurance: lIfe 8. Disability 
• Group Benefl1s 

942-6730 

SERVICES 
N.G.V. Seniors Home 

Care Services Inc. 
NURSING CARE, 

THERAPEUTIC CARE, 
COMPANIONS, CHIWCARE, 

HOU~Eg5f:'~t;;~/tN'{fDRY. 
CLOTHING ALTERATIONS, 
ESCORTING TO MEDICAL 

APPOINTMENTS Ii GROCERY 
SHOPPING. LICENSED. 
BONDED Ii INSURED. 

Call 58&-9337 or 334-3717 

TONY THE TAILOR 
Custom Tailoring 

All Alterations and Repairs 
Men Women 

& Children's Wear 
Suedes' Dresses· Pants 
Leathers - Suits· Furs -

etc. 
73 Park Place E. 

Tuxedo 
R3P 1C5 
No G.S.T. 

Ph: 895-1955 

REAL ESTATE 

COLDWeu. 
8ANI(eRC 

PREMIERE REALTY 
Personalized, Friendly 
Professional Service 

Esther Weinstein 
338-7871 

anytime 

DOMESTIC 

Will shop, cook & clean 
Speaks Polish, 

Ukrainian, & Russian 
Krystyna 
339-6008 
after 4 pm 

, 

., 


