
10 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, August 7, 1996 

Sports news 

Berlin Olympics classic example of event's corruption 
~

. re you watching the 
! Olympics? 

L . That's what 
MTN-TV Sports Director 
Peter Young and Clayton 
Dreiger of radio station 
CHSM asked me just be
fore the CFL game between 
the Stampeders and Bomb
ers July 29, 

SPORTING TOUCH 

HARVEY ROSEN 

"No, I don't make a point 
of it, perhaps accidentally 
while channel surfing," I 
responded. 

"Why?" each inquired 
with disbelief." 

Because it's an event I 
was turned off by back in 
1972, when the murders of 
I I innocent Israeli athletes 
at the brutal hands of Pales
tinian terrorists took place. 

I was also upset earlier in 
the month, I told Young and 
Dreiger. I saw several of the 
offspring of the deceased 
crying on CNN; for obvious 
politieal reasons, the Inter
national Olympic Commit
tee dee\incd a request by the 

young Israelis for some sort 
of recognition of the trag
edy at the opening ceremo
meso 

At that point, it appeared 
I was unable to intelligently 
discuss some extraordinary 
track event that had appar
ently taken place. I lost my 
audience faster than a jun
ior high social studies 
teacher would in a hot class
room on a summer's day. 

If I hadn't gotten down 
off my soapbox, I mighl 
have gone on to impress my 
colleagues about past Ol
ympics where Jews were 
also mistreated. 

The 1936 Olympics, in 
Berlin, best exemplified the 
lack of purity of the event 
held every four years, so 
nations' athletes can strut 
their stuff and demonstrate 
their superiority on the 
world's stage. 

JEW DENIED SPOT 
ON GERMAN TEAM 
The Jewish Telegraph 

Agency recently released a 
story about one of Genna
ny's Jews, Gretel 
Bergmann, who was to ap
pear in the Berlin Games, 
She was described asasym
bol of tlickering hope on a 
rapidly darkening land
scape. To the Nazis, she was 
a propaganda tool. Intent on 

avoiding an international 
boycott of the 1936 Olym
pics, Germany coerced 
Gretel (now known as 
Margaret Lambert) onto its 
track and field team, and 
held her up to the world as 
evidence that it was open to 
having Jews compete. 

But the 22-year-old Jew
ish high jumper, who had 
set a Gennan record shortly 
before the Olympics, was 
denied a spot on the team at 
the last minute. 

Lambert and other ath
letes involved in those con
troversial games recalled 
their experiences just weeks 
ago, at the opening of the 
u.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum 'sexhibition on the 
Berlin Olympics. 

It was timed to coincide 
with the opening of the At
lanta Games, and it depicts 
the Berlin Games as poised 
between Nazi propaganda 
imagery and the reality of a 
dictatorship rearming for 
war. 

The exhibit also exam
ines the IOC's decision to 
allow the games to remain 
in Berlin, the controversy 
within the U.S. over whether 
to boycott the Olympics, and 
Gennany's efforts to cam
ouflage its racist, militaris-
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only to find 
himself con
fronted by per
sistentracism in 
the United 
States. 

No, the Ol
ympics were 
never "ideal." 
One reads in the 
dailies about 
the tight secu
rity, the bomb
i ngs and threat 
of same, the 
gridlock, the 
athletes' desire 
to participate 
and get out on 
the carliest 
flights, and the 
pol itics. It 
merely under
scores my de
sire to limit my 
viewing to a bit 
of channel surf
ing. 

POST PAT
TER: 

• Catcher 

JESSE OWENS: He replaced Jewish sprinter in four-by-100 relay 
in 1936. 

Brad Ausmus 
was recently 
traded by the 

tic character while project
ing an image of a peaceful, 
tolerant nation. 

Obviously it was hardly a 
shining example of the "Ol
ympic ideal". Among the 
U.S. athletes who travelled 
to Berlin were 18 blacks and 
seven Jews. 

JEWS PULLED FROM 
U.S. TEAM 

Hours before they were 
to compete in the trials for 
the four-by-IOO-mcter re
lay, American Jewish ath
letes Marty Glickman and 
Sam Stoller were also pulled 
off the heavily-favored U.S. 
team, the JTA story went 
on. 

There were strong rumors 
U.S. coach Dean Cromwell 
told the Jewish athletes that 
the Gennans were hiding 
their best sprinters and sav
ing them to upsetthe Ameri
cans. Therefore Glickman 
and Stoller would have to 
be replaced by Jesse Owens 
and Ralph Metcalfe, both of 
whom had never trained in 
the relay. 

POINTS FINGER AT 
A VERY BRUNDAGE 
The move left Glickman 

baffled, but he now says he 
has a clearer picture of what 
happened. He points a fin
ger at Avery Brundage, 
president of the Amateur 
American Olympic Com
mittee, who is widely be
lieved to have been a Nazi 
sympathizer. 

"He wanted to save Hitler 
the humiliation of seeing 
Jews standing on the win
ning podium," said 
Glickman. 

The stunning successes of 
the 10 black American ath
letes who took home 14 
medals was difficult to swal
low for the Gennans, who 
finished fourth in the relays. 

It also forced Hitler and 
his entourage to leave the 
stadium each time the blacks 
stood on the winning plat
fonn. 

One of the ironies of the 
event was that the black ath
lete returned home a hero. 

Padres to the Tigers, He was 
formerly in the Yankees or
ganization and was drafted 
by Colorado in the expan
sion draft. He never played 
for the Rockies before be
ing dealt to San Diego. In 
what must have been some
what of an oddity, Jesse 
Levis, who is now a catcher 
with Milwaukee, started a 
few weeks ago in a game 
against Detroit. Two Jew
ish catchers in the same 
game on opposite sides IS 

indeed a longshot. 

• Gary Jacobs bid for a 
world boxing title went 
down the drain a few weeks 
ago when his fight against 
Patrick Chapcntier was 
stopped in the seventh 
round. The Jewish welter
weight hit the canvas three 
times. Surprisingly, he was 
ahead by three rounds on 
two of the judges cards, with 
one scoring it even, 

Keep in touch with Sparl
ing Touch. Send news about 
lewish sports to Harvey 
Rosen, 1053 Sinclair Street. 
Winnipeg. MB. R2V 2Y4 

Ft. Worth robs Israel Juniors in Cousy finale 
By MICHAEL GELBWASSER 
The lewish Advocate 

BOSTON - The Israeli Juniors basketball team wore golden uniforms but left Worcester 
feeling blue - the color of its final opponent's jerseys - two weeks agoend. Israel scored its last 
basket with 46.9 seconds left, cutting Ft. Worth's lead to three. Ft. Worth then sank five of 10 
free throws to clinch the championship of the Bob Cousy International Basketball Tournament 
for Players 6-foot-2 and under, 86-78. The teams playcd at the College of the Holy Cross's Hart 
Center. 

Neither the Israeli Elite nor the Israeli Masters qualified for the playoffs. Both teams finished 
the toumament with 1-2 records. "I think there was something about the experience of our players 
that didn't let them take this game," Juniors coach Robbie Balinko said. "I think in the tirstgame 
[Israel beat Ft. Worth, 96-85 July 10], we shot a higher percentage from the three-point area," 

After trailing 38-37 at the break, Ft. Worth went on a 23-9 run over the first 7:46 of the second 
half. Ft. Worth frustrated Israel on both ends of the court. Ft. Worth's tight zone defenses 
neutralized I~rael's inside game. Meanwhile, Ft. Worth penetrated Israel's defense with sharp 
passes and glve-and-go plays. But Israel refused to surrender. Yaniv Cohen's basket with 7:38 
left brought Israel to within 68-66, Ft. Worth. Ft. WOlth's Cserdis Anderson and Ron Brennan 
then traded baskets with Israel's Nir Ben-Yosef. Fouls hurt Israel the rest of the game. 
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Behind the headlines: 

Atlanta unveils memorial to slain Israeli athletes 
By RONI B. ROBBINS 
AtlwIIa Jewish Times 

A TLANT A (JT A) - Is
raeli Olympic marksman 
Guy Starik sat in the gather
in" dusk, reflecting on the '" . newly unveiled memonal to 
II of his countrymen mur
dered at another Olympics 
24 years ago ... \ came to 
have a look at it alone," he 
said July 28, teary-eyed. 
Starik was 7 years old when 
Palestinian terrorists mur
dered Israeli athletes and 
coaches at the 1972 Games 
in Munich. Yet, the stone 
sculpture with its eternal 
name burning below five 
Olympic rings touched 
something deep inside him. 
··In Israel, there are always 
those II athletes," he said 
between drags on a ciga
rette. 

Any mention of the Ol
ympics thcre automatically 
includes reference to the 
massacre. "No one will ever 
forget it." 

Minutes earlier, some 600 
Atlanta Jews, members of 
the international media and 
Olympic and government 
officials gathered outside 
the entrance to the Atlanta 
Jewish Federation's Selig 
Center for the private dedi
cation of the 3-foot sculp
turc. 

As fate would have it, the 
ceremony became not only 
a tribute to the slain Israelis, 

Israeli 
windsurfer 
wins bronze 

medal in 
Atlanta 

Israeli 
Consulate, 
Toronto 

T 0 -
RONTO -
Israeli 
windsurfer 
G a I 
Friedman GAL 
won a FRIEDMAN: 
b ron z e He competed 
medal July in Gimli two 
29 after sum mer s 
victories in ago. 
the ninth 
and last rounds of Olympic 
competition, fiLl' aretz re
ported. 

Frieciman's performance 
was outdone only by 
windsurfers from Greece 
and Argentina. 

A residentofKarkoor, 20-
year-old Friedman joined 
the international elite in 
windsurfing after winning 
silver medals in the Euro
pean and world champion
ships, 

He also participated with 
other Israelis in thc IYRU 
World Boardsailing Cham
pionships in Gimli, Mani
toba in August, 1994, rank
ing 35th overall in the top 
"gold" cateGory among 300 

, '" ' 
cnlrants. 

, :' . ! I • " I 

but to the victims of more 
recent Olympic terrorism. 

Two nights earlier, two 
bystanders died when a 
bomb exploded in Centcn
nial Olympic Park. Two Is
raeli citizens were among 
the more than 100 injured. 
The commemoration also 
providcd a forum for the 
families of the Munich vic
tims and other Jews to call 
for publ ic recogni tion of the 
massacre at the Atlanta 
Games, which ended Au
gust 4. 

And it gave some Pales
tinians a chance to express 
their condolenccs to the Is
raelis in a poignant dcmon
stration of goodwill. 

Tragic similarities 
abounded. 

The Atlanta bombing oc
curred about the samc time 
in the Olympics as the Mu
nich massacre - the start of 
the second week of compe
tition, Federation Presidcnt 
Steve Selig told the crowd. 
"It is being said that July 
26's act of violence and ter
ror has destroyed the inno
cence of the Olympic Games 
- but thc 14 chi Idren of thc 
Munich 11 arc here tonight 
to tell us that the innocence 
was lost long ago," he said 
as a strong breeze cooled 
the summer air. 

The difference between 
the Munich and Atlanta 
bombings was that Pales-

tinian gunmen had a spe
cific target in mind in 1972, 
said Rabbi Arnold 
Goodman of Ahavath 
Achim Synagogue. "By 
contrast, the victims in Cen
tennial Park just happened 
to be at the wrong place," 
Goodman said, adding that 
both acts of terrorism 
blUlTecl the spirit of dreams, 
brotherhood and peace of 
the Ganles. 

Sharing his prayers of 
mourning was Atlanta 
Mayor Bill Campbell. "I'm 
here to say Kaddish with 
you," he said, asking those 
present to hold onto their 
memories and work toward 
peace. "The goals of terror
ists may vary, but the ac
tions always result in the 
loss of human lives, "he said. 
"The world must learn from 
the past, while reaching for 
the fu ture." 

Among those who can 
never forget the past are the 
children of the Munich vic
tims. Oshrat Romano, 
daughter of weightlifter 
Yoseph Romano, said she 
choked back tears at the 
opcning ceremonies in At
lanta, 

"Feelings of sadness, an
ger and a longing for my 
fathermingled with the pride 
of seeing our athletes and 
the sight of the Israeli flag in 
the stadium," Romano said, 
her voice stunted again by 

Palestinians participate in 
memorial to slain Israelis 
By NEIL RUBIN 
Atlanta J elVish Tillles 

ATLANTA (JT A) - The two olive-skinned men looked 
comforlable in the crowd filled with dozens of other Middle 
Easterners, But these visitors, wearing Palestine Olympic 
Committee lapel pins, were believed to be the first Palestin
ians at a memorial ceremony for the Israelis murdered by 
terrorists at the 1972 Munich Olympics. 

"All human bemgs all around the world arc against what 
happened in Munich," Rabi H. Al Turk, deputy director of 
the Palestine Olympic Committee, said in an interview after 
the ceremony .. , All the Palestinians, especially sports peo
ple, arc against this." 

Durino the emotional ceremony, held at the Atlanta Jew
ish Fedc~ation Selig Center, the Palcstinians joined standing 
ovations after two children of the murdered athletes spoke. 
Later, Al Turk approached Rachel Romano, daughter of a 
Munich tcrror victim. 

He looked into her eyes, paused, kissed her on the fore
head and walked away. "I was thinking of it brotherly and 
with humanity," AI Turk said after Ihe cerem~lIlY, "Let's 
bring instead of this [terrorism], love and to blllid toget!ler 
our area in the world. How? Through the peace channel.l hiS 
is the only way." .. . 

As hc spoke, Palestine OlympiC ComnlIttee delegation 
head Muamna Bississo stood at his side. The two had been 
invited by the Federation, as had reprcsentativesof the other 
196 national Olympic commitlees. Most Je:,",s mtervlewed 
for this articlc had mixed feelings about seemg the vIsitors. 
"Now that we have what, I guess you would call it a peace 
wi th the Palestinians, it's appropriate for them to come here, 
but it's hard" to sec them, said Elizabeth Davis. Steve 
Goldberg added, "Having the Palestinians here is important. 
It hclps bring closurc." Not everyone ~greed. "Idon't have 
anything to say to them," said Raharl1lm Kaciufl, an Israeli 
referee in weightlifting. 

Yuval Higger, a sports scientist in Israel, had bcencoached 
by some of the Israelis killed in Munich .. "We should .not 
forget. bul wc should look forward to the tuture, even Ii we 
miss one heartbeat for a moment because they arc herc," .he 
said. "It's emotional, but [YitzhakJ Rabin shooKhands with 
[ Y asser I Arafat and I'm sure that Arafat has more blood on 
his hands than these two persons." 

tears. Then, speaking di
rectly to the slain Israelis, 
she vowed to continue the 
campaign of remembrance 
at future Olympics. 

The families have been 
appeal ing to the Interna
tional Olympic Committee 
to observe a moment of si
Icnce at the Games. "We 
promise you, that we will 
never let the world forget 
that you came to the Olym
pics full of hopes and 
dreams, but you returned in 
a coffin." she said. The cer
emony ended as Romano 
and the olhcr relatives tried 
to light I I memorial can
dies. 

The wind blew the ilames 
out, so they werc rckindled 
later inside the Selig Center, 
where the Federation spon
sored a reception for the Is
raeli delegation. 

Standing near the mcmo
rial during the reception, a 
few relatives of the Munich 
victims said July 28's cer
emony and the memorial 
sculpture were an encour
aging demonstration of sup
port and compassion by the 
Atlanta Jewish community. 

It was the largest tribute 
organized by Jews during 
an Olympics since the 1976 
Montreal Games. 

Jumping for joy 
A hang glider enthusiast jumping from the cliff alongside 
the Tel-Aviv Hilton July 24 to the beach below. Copy
right: ISRANET 

The cliffs alongside the Hilton Hotel in Tel-Aviv have 
become a very popular location for hang glider enthusiasts. 
The almost shecr drop of the cliff to the beach below 
provides a good lift from thc sea breezes. 

This locatilln is just one of ahout three places along the 
Mediterranean coast that is high enough for the hang gliders 
to take ofr. 
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