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Sports news 

Jiu-Jitsu fighter wins gold at championship scrap 
By PAUL LUNGEN 

TORONTO - Joel 
Gerson loves a good scrap. 
Not only does he enjoy the 
competitiveness of butting 
heads with a like-minded 
opponent, he also loves the 
"adrenaline rush you get" 
when you throw a bigger 
man to the ground. 

So imagine his joy when 
he handled a fighter almost 
15 Ibs. heavier than him, 
and took home the gold 
medal in the middleweight 
division of the recently-con
cluded Canadian Open Jiu
Jitsu championships in 
Dundas, Ont. Gerson was 
so confident he could han
dle his opponent thathe even 
stretched out the gold-medal 
a little, looking for the op
portuni ty to end it wi th a 
submissive hold. His pa
tience paid off he applied a 
painful armlock, part of his 
repertoire of joint-locks, 
throws, holds and chokes, 
that caused his opponent to 
"tap out" - indicate to the 
referee he wanted tosubmit 
by tapping the ground. 

Gerson's bcen grappling 
with opponents for about 
eight years, when he first 
became interested in the 
martial arts to improve his 
ability to defend himself. 

Although he first studied 
karate,he wanted something 
a little more practical in 

JOEL GERSON: 
Handled opponent almost 
15 Ibs. heavier. 

street situations so he signed 
up for a course in Israeli 
commando-style survival 
techniques taught by Moni 
Aizik at the Jewish Com
munity Centre. 

He followed Aizik when 
the former Israeli com
mando set up the Samurai 
Club Martial Arts & Fitness 
Centre, first as a student and 
later as an instructor. 

Jewish silver medalists 
were Jordan Fisher and 
Roland Kogan. Gerson, a 
student at the University of 
Toronto, said he trained four 
to five times a week prior to 
the competition and last 
year, while attending 
McGill University, worked 
out with the Canadian Ol
ympic judo team. 

Jiu-Jitsu differs from judo 

by being more aggressive 
and lethal, Gerson said. Judo 
evolved from jiu-jitsu and 
can be considered the sport 
form of the martial art, he 
added. Jiu-Jitsu, on the other 
hand, is more effective in a 
street fight when you have 
to get down and dirty. 

Even though he oozes with 
confidence about his ability, 
Gerson said he has yet to get 
in a real street scrap where 
he's had to use jiu-jitsu. He's 
too worried about a lawsuit 
or of hurting someone when 
he slams them to the pave
ment, he said. 

Still, that didn't dissuade 
him from considering par
ticipating in the Extreme 
Fighting Championships at 
a Mohawk Reserve in Que
bec recently, 

He regrets not having par
ticipated since the winner in 
his weight category earned 
$5,000 (US). The winner 
was a third-place finisher in 
the world kick boxing cham
pionships, but Gerson is 
confident he could have han
dled him. Kickboxers, he 
explained, don't know how 
to fight on the ground. 

"I'd take a kick [if I had 
to], get in close and flip him 
to the ground," he said. "It's 
like a predator who takes 
his prey to the ground." 
Once there, the advantage is 
his. 
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Australia to Vancouver - delegates to go for the gold 
By LISARAFF 
MetroWest Jewish News 

METROWEST, N.J. - Last weekend, 
delegations from all over the world will 
converge on Metro West for the ICC Maccabi 
Youth Games. Coming from as far away as 
Australia, the groups of teens will, on a 
somewhat smaller scale, begin competing 
for the gold, bronze and silver, just as 197 
countries did in Atlanta last month. 

Rocco A. DiFranco, who heads the Read
ing group, said he "took some of the ones 
that didn't make the Philly basketball team, 
and others from Allentown [which is not 
sending a delegation]. This way, some kids 
that would have never seen the games will 
be" able to have the opportunity. 

Fifty communities, including Metro West, 
will be represented at the games. The visit
ing teams are as large as 192 members (Los 
Angeles) to as small as one athlete - a male 
track and field competitor - from Vancou
ver. MetroWest, with 394 competitors, has 
the largest team in Maccabi history. 

In cases such as this, the teens will not 
have achance to practice as a team until they 
arri ve in Metro West, nor will they have met 
their delegation leaders or coaches. 

Asked whether the lack of practice is a 
disadvantage to his teams, Bob Podhurst, 
who is leading the Bergen County delega
tion, replied, "It's only a disadvantage if you 
expect to have excellent teams. 

International competitors, including the 
eight-member girls' basketball team from 
Australia, will also come from Great Britain 
(26 athletes) and Ramat Eliahu, Metro West's 
twinned community in Rishon Lezion, Is
rael (10 athletes). 

The social and cultural agenda is a main 
part of [Maccabi]. Sports is the vehicle to 
bring the kids together. "If a kid calls here 
and we have the room, we'll open our doors 
to them," Podhurst added. 

Many of the teams also include some 
"stragglers," teens whose communities were 
eithernot sending a delegation to MetroWest 
or whose communities did not have enough 
players to develop a team, such as in basket
ball, which can have a maximum of only 10 
players per delegation. The result is a team 
such as that from Reading, P A, which is 
made up of kids from Reading, Philadelphia 
and Allentown, PA. 

Several "stragglers" are among the 45 
athletes Bergen is bringing, according to 
Podhurst. 

Because Philadelphia is only permitted 
10 boys' basketball players, and encom
passes large geographic area; many teens 
who tried out for the team were not selected. 

They include two brothers from Nevada 
who are former residents of Bergen; a boys' 
soccer player from Utah, whose parents are 
friends with the parents of a teen who played 
with the team last year; several boys from 
Queens, NY, whose JCC wasn't able to 
develop a basketball team; three girls' bas
ketball players from Harrisburg, PA, whose 
JCC is not sending a group to MetroWest; 
and seven Israelis, who are coming from 
families in Israel ,who hosted Bergen teens 
in years past through the Israel Sports Chal
lenge, a national program. 

Choosing a broker or planner 
If you have decided to 

buy mutual funds, choosing 
who to buy them from can 
be confusing. There are 
mutual fund specialists, in
vestment dealers financial 
planners, stockbrokers, 
bank and trust company 
employees and life insur
ance agents 

smart shopper will investic 
gate the salesperson as well 
as the product. Unfortu
nately, virtually anyone can 
call themselves a "financial 
planner". Provincial securi
ties regulators are aware of 
the potential for abuse and 
are considering requiring all 
financial planners to regis
ter with them. Already in 
Quebec, only those indi
viduals who have the proper 
qualifications, such as the 
Chartered Financial Planner 
designation are allowed to 
use the title of "Financial 
Planner". 

Ask you friends about 
Where do you begin? You who they trust with their 

start by looking at products investments. And when you 
available and services pro- narrow the possibilities 
vided. For example, some down, don't be afraid to 
stock brokers and fund spe- check the credentials of the 
cialists will offer to sell you financial planner or plan-
funds from several differ- ners you are considering. 
ent fund companies. But Remember, it's your money. 
other specialists, known as An important criterion for 
"captives", represent only judgment should be how 
one mutual fund family. well the salesperson under-
Likewise, insurance agents stands your investment 
sell only funds affiliated needs and goals. Regard-
with the company they rep- less of his or her affiliation, 
resent. the financial planner you 

Still, the question re- choose should tailor you 
mains; Who are you going investment portfolio to your 
to give your business to? An specific requirements. Also, 
independent salesperson or the fund you select should 
planner may offer a wider be compatible with your in-
range of funds than a "cap- vestment philosophy. 
tive"representative. But this Service is another major 
has little bearing on the qual- factor. When you have de-
ity of the funds themselves. cided which find you want 
Many funds sold by "cap- to invest your money in,any 
tive" sales agents have per- broker or find dealer can fill 
formed as well as those sold your order. But if you want 
by representative of several a full-service package which 
different fund groups. includes a detailed analysis 

As with any situation of your financial needs fol-
where you are paying your lowed by, investment rec-
hard-earned dollars for a 'ommendation's, YO,u' could 
service or !l pr<?4~c~., t,h!! ... pay ~ higher commission. 

· Decide from the begin
ning what type of service 
you expect from your sales
person. There is more to 
looking after your money 
than simply sending you an 
occasional account state
ment. Consider asking your 
prospective financial plan
nerthe following questions: 

• How much will it coslto 
buy into the fund after com
missions and fees? 

• Will you receive an 
annual review of the fund 
managers investment strat
egy? 

• Will you be notified of 
any significant changes? 

• Is detailed infornlation 
about the fund or funds you 
are considering readily 
available? 

• Will your investments 
be compared periodically 
with competing funds? Will 
your salesperson check with 
you on a regular basis to see 
whether your investment 
needs have changed? 

Ultimately, a successful 
relationship will depend on 
personal chemistry. Do you 
feel comfortable dealing 
with your broker or sales 
representative? How confi
dent do you feel about his or 
her investment expertise? 
Have they been in the mar
ket long enough to under
stand how it works? Do they 
know the risks,.JJnderlying 
the invent strategy of the 
funds they are selling? 

As an investor, you need 
to know the answers. 

Listen for daily market 
updates by Joel on CBC ra
dio990AM at 4:25 p.rn.Joel 
Cogan is an Investment Ad-

',vIsor iatRichardson 
Greenshields of Canada Ltd. 
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Netanyahu, Arafat exchange barbs over stalled peace talks 
JERUSALEM (JT A) -

The distance between the 
public stances of Prime Min
ister Binyamin Netanyahu 
and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat appears to be 
growing daily. Netanyahu, 
in an interview appearing in 
an Arabic language news
paper published August II, 
stated bluntly that he fore
sees no agreement with the 
Palestinians over the future 
of Jerusalem. "There exists 
no possibility we will agree 
with the Palestinian Author
ity on the final status of Je
rusalem, and it appears this 
is one of the issues which 
cannot be resolved," he said. 

Arafat, in an interview 
with Israel Television that 
was touted as the first given 
to an Israeli journalist in two 
years, said he wou Id turn to 
international arbitration if 
Israel failed to meet its obli
gations under the self-rule 
accords. "We have the 
United Nations. We have 
The Hague. We have the 
co-sponsors of the peace 
process," he said. "We have 
the UN Security Council and 
the Europeans. We will go 
to arbitration." In language 
as blunt as Netanyahu's, he 
added that eastern Jerusa
lem "will be thc capital of a 
Palestinian state." 

The United States had 
guaranteed that the final sta
tus talks would include dis
cussions about a Palestin
ian state and Jerusalem, he 

said. But the self-rule ac
cords do not call on Israel to 
compromise on either issue. 
and Arafat said he had no 
secretcommitmcnt from any 
Israeli leader that there would 
be a compromise. Arafatalso 
said during the interview that 
a meeting between him and 
Netanyahu was inevitable. 

"He can't ignore me," 
Arafat said. Netanyahu has 
previously said that he 
would only considcr meet
ing Arafat if it was "deemed 
necessary for the nation's 
sccuri ty ." 

And in an interview with 
the Arabic newspaper AI 
Quds last week, Netanyahu 
again brushed off the idea. 
"At present, I have hotter 
issues," said the premier. In 
a meeting with Arab jour
nalists August 12, 
Netanyahu said he was close 
to concluding consultations 
on the delayed Israel 
Defense Force redeploy
ment in Hebron, which was 
supposed to take place in 
late March. But he stressed 
that the move would be care
fully thought out before any 
action was taken. "If we act 
precipitously and simply re
deploy in Hebron, and if 
there is an outbreak of ter
ror, it could bounce back 
and forth like a hot bu Ilet of 
TNT that could explode our 
communities," he said. 

CONFLICTS OVER 
JEWISH 

SETTLEMENTS 

BINYAMIN 
NETANYAHU, Israeli 
prime minister: No agree
ment possible with Pales
tinian Authority on final 
status of Jerusalem. 

Another hot-button issue 
facing the Israelis and Pales
tinians,Jewish settlements in 
the territories, came to thc 
fore earlier this month when 
the Cabinet agreed to allow 
construction projects to pro
ceed in existing settlements. 
And it again surfaced last 
week, when Interior Minis
ter Eli Suissa pledged $5 
million in aid to Jewish set
tlements. 

Settler leaders have com
plained that under the previ
ous Labor-led government, 
scttJcments rccei ved less 
government money than 
towns located in Israel. The 
aid had reportedly been ap
proved by former Finance 

VASSER ARAFAT, Pal
estinian leader: Will turn 
to international arbitra
tion if necessary. 

Ministcr Avraham Shochat 
during the government of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, but was neverdistrib
utcd. 

"I don't think this is suft1-
cient, but I think it's a good 
start," Suissa, a member of 
the fervently Orthodox 
Sephardi SilaS Party, said of 
the aid. "I hope that all gov
ernment ministers will fol
low in my footsteps and each 
will leave behind" thc same 
amount. 

Meanwhile, a leader of the 
fundamentalist Hamas 
movcment in the Gaza Strip 
vowed violence against Jew
ish settlements if the 
Netanyahu governmcnt 
bu i Ids news homes in the ter-

Join hundreds of young Jewish leaders 
from around the world for an 
unforgettable experience in Israel! 

ritories. 
"We have to strangle the 

settlements. We can take to 
thestrcets, in demonstrations, 
to confront thc Israeli bull
dozers," Mahmoud AI-Zahar 
was quoted as saying. In a 
separate incident August 12, 
Israeli authorities demolished 
what they said were five ille
gally built homes in Arab 

villages north of Jerusalem. 
TIle move prompted angry 
protests by Palestinian resi
dents, who claim that Israel 
has made it nearly impossi
ble for them to obtain the 
proper building pernlits. One 
Israeli border police officer 
was lightly wounded when 
Palestinians threw stones at 
bulldozers. 

Flap over Palestinian activity in 
Jerusalem nears compromise 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The latest battle over Palestinian 

activities in eastern JcrusaJcm has come closer to resolution 
with a compromise that would allow a Palestinian Council 
member to maintain an officc in his home. Public Security 
Minister Avigdor Kahalani ordered the office closed August 
4, saying that it violated the Interim Agreement, which bars 
any Palestinian political activities in areas not undcr its 
control. But Hatem Abdel Kadcr ignored the closure order, 
saying that there was nothing illegal about recciving guests 
in his home, located in the Beit Hanina neighborhood of 
eastern Jerusalem. Kader, who wasclccted to the Palestinian 
Jcgislativc council in January to rcprescnt Palcstinian resi
den Is of eastern Jerusalem, said he receives about 12 con
stituents per day to discuss such matters as building penllits 
and confiscated identity cards. 

BlIt aftcr an aide to Kahalani met August 6 with Kader at 
Jerusalem's Hyatt Hotel, the flap was apparently resolved 
when the council member agrccd to sign a statement that he 
was not representing the Palestinian legislative council 
when he held meetings at his home and that he would not 
engage in any political activity there. 

The highly publicized incident had put the government in 
a difficult position. because it would have proved embar
rassing to lock Kader and his family outoftheirhome as part 
of enforcing the closure order. Israel casts a wary eye on any 
Palestinian political activitics in castern Jcrusalem, viewing 
them as an effort to gain a foothold in what thc government 
maintains is the eternal. indivisible capital of the Jewish 
state. 
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