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Israeli/ U~S~ news 

Tel Gezer 
Kibbutz Gezer archaeological guide Jan Martin Bang 
(left) explaining to a group of visitors the origin of the 
remains of the Canaanite temple behind him at Tel 
Gezer, July 18. The standing stones, or stelae, date from 
about 1700 BCE. Copyright: ISRANET. 

Tel Gezer is situated almost halfway between the ancient 
port of Jaffa (south Tel-Aviv) and Jerusalem. It has its 
origins in the first part of the second millennium BCE, when 
the city commanded a magnificent view across the coastal 
plain, making it a very important strategic location. 

Today Tel Gezer can be reached by a half an hour walk 
from the adjoining Kibbutz Gezcr. 

Because it is less accessible than many archaeological 
sites, few visitors take the opportunity to go there. 

The first excavations at Tel Gezer were made between 
1902 and 1909 by the Irish archaeologist R.A.S. Macalister. 
Several parts of the city were unearthed and important finds 
were made, including the famous Gezer agricultural calen
dar. 

As the country was under Turkish rule at this time almost 
all of the finds were shipped off to Istanbul, where they 
remain until today. 

From 1965 to 1971 excavations started again, this time 
under the expert eye of Professor Yigal Yadin. Yadin real
ized that the part of the city revealed by Macalister was only 
a small part of what must be concealed under the ground. 

Using examples of other Solomonic buildings in Hazar 
and Megiddo, Yadin indicated exactly what would be found, 
and where, by digging down. 

He was correct and new excavations revealed an entrance 
and triple gate that allowed access to the city. 

There are still many secrets to be unearthed at Tel Gezer, 
but these will have to wait until funds become available and 
access to the site is improved. 

Archaeological find shines 
light on Shabbat innovation 

NEW YORK (JTA) - It seems that it's not only since the 
advent of electricity that Sabbath-observant Jews have been 
trying to make their lives easier while observing Jewish law. 
A clay vessel with an odd protuberance has been found at an 
archeological site just north of Haifa and according to an 
article in the August issue of Moment magazine, it turns out 
to be a Shabbat lamp. 

Some savvy businesspeople in Palestine during the Tal
mudic period, the fourth century to the seventh century, 
found a clever way to extend the time an oil lamp would bum 
Friday nights without violating the prohibition against add
ing oil on the Sabbath, according to the article by Israeli 
archaeologists Hanan Eshel and Dina Avsalom-Gorni. 

The oil lamps of the era were usually small and held only 
enough oil to provide about 45 minutes of light, the archae
ologists wrote. That amount of time is fine six days of the 
week, but what about on the Sabbath, when adding more oil 
to a burning lamp would constitute one of the 39 classes of 
work prohibited on the day of rest? 

The quandary was discussed by rabbis in the Talmud. 
They consider various attachments to the lamp that would 
permit more oil to be slowly added, and therefore burn 
longer. The Israeli archaeologists made the discovery as 
they were excavating a site known as the ruins of Uza, just 
five miles from the Mediterranean, which was a center of the 
pottery industry during the Talmudic period. 

They found fragments they dated back to between the 
years 350 to 450 and reconstructed them into vessels resem
bling a bundt pan with three handles on the sides. 

Etched into the side of one of the vessels was the word 
"Shabbat" in Aramaic, which sent the archaeologists look
ing to the Talmud for a connection. 

From the rabbis' discussion, they realized that they had 
uncovered a very early Shabbat lamp. An ordinary lampwith 
a very long wick would be placed on top ofthe Shabbat lamp, 
resting on the pillar sticking up in its center, and in effect, 
feed the Shabbat lamp with more oil than any single lamp 
could hold on its own. 

Israel denies CIA charges it engages 
• • In economIc spying against U.S . 
WASHINGTON (JTA) 

- Israel has denied charges 
leveled by the Central Intel
ligence Agency that it is 
extensively involved in eco
nomic espionage against the 
United States. A CIA report 
released this month by the 
Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence accused Israel, 
France, China, Russia, Iran 
and Cuba of trying to steal 
high-tech secrets for com
mercial advantage. U.S. of
ficials have long accused 
Israel and France of such 
activity, but the report 
marked the first time the 
CIA cited the countries in 
the public record. 

"Israel is not involved in 
any sort of espionage either 
within or against the United 
States," said Gadi 
Baltiansky, a spokesman for 
the Israeli Embassy in 
Washington, adding, "It's a 
recycling of a very old 
story." 

The Senate committee 
published the CIA report, 
dated May 10, as part of its 
hearing record on current 
and projected national se
curity threats to the United 
States. Mark Mansfield, a 
CIA spokesman, said the 
agency provided the unclas
sified assessment in re
sponse to questions raised 
at the Senate hearing. Re
sponses to sensitive inquir
ies are typically classified 
to be kept out of the record, 
and Mansfield declined to 
elaborate on why the CIA 
decided to make the black-

list public. "We see govern
ment-orchestrated theft of 
U.S. corporate scientific and 
technological data as the 
type of espionage that poses 
the greatest threat to U.S. 
economic competitive
ness," the CIA said in its 
report. 

The CIA said it narrowly 
defined economic espio
nage "to include a govern
ment-directed or orches
trated clandestine effort to 
collect U.S. economic se-

Political Profile 

crets or proprietary infor
mation." It added: "We do 
not characterize as eco
nomic espionage 'legitimate 
information gathering ac
tivities by a foreign govern
ment or foreign corpora
tion,' even if carried out 
aggressively and skillfully." 

Since 1985, when U.S. 
Navy intelligence analyst 
Jonathan Pollard was caught 
spying for Israel, the Jewish 
state and Jewish govern
ment employees have faced 

a high level of scrutiny. Last 
year, a lOW-level field offi
cial with the Department of 
Defense issued a confiden
tial memorandum to defense 
contractors putting them on 
al\!rt for Israeli espionage. It 
said that "strong ethnic ties" 
to American Jews allow Is
rael to steal military and in
dustrial secrets "aggres
sively." The Defense De
partment later repudiated 
and canceled the memo in 
the face of a public outcry. 

New envoy to Washington is polished Likud hard-liner 
By DAVID LANDAU 

JERUSALEM (JTA) -
With the appointment of 
Eliahu Ben-Elissar, 
America and American 
Jewry will be getting one of 
Israel's most polished· and 
debonair diplomats as the 
Jewish state's new ambas
sador to Washington. But 
will they also be getting one 
of Israel's most hard-line 
politicians, a representative 
whose political views are to 
the right of the new Likud
led government of 
Binyamin Netanyahu? The 
key to this question lies in 
the shape of Netanyahu's 
own policy positions, which 
have not yet clearly 
emerged. 

The extent ofthe new pre
mier's embrace of the pre
vious government's peace 
policies with the Palestin
ians is still shrouded in un-

ELIAHU BEN
ELISSAR: Failed to get 
Cabinet post. 

certainty. And conflicting 
trends within Netanyahu's 
Cabinet - between hawks 
such as Infrastructure Min
ister Ariel Sharon and rela
tive moderates such as For
eign Minister David Levy -
have hardly come to the sur-

face, let alone been played 
out to some stable resolu
tion. 

But some sense of where 
Ben-Elissarstands in the po
litical spectrum may be 
gleaned from an interview 
he gave to The New York 
Times in 1980: "Of course 
I'm married to my wife," he 
said. "But for sure I'm mar
ried first of all to the land. 
She knows it. This land, this 
soil. I can't define my at
tachment to it. It's an at
tachment like to my mother. 
It is everything forme - eve
rything." In the days since 
he was granted the Wash
ington post, Ben-Elissar has 
said his. basic views have 
not changed. But as ambas
sador, he added, he would 
"not express myself as I did 
when I was a politician." "I 
will smile more," he said. 

Farrakhan's Jewish biographer calls book 'balanced' 
By LESLIE KATZ 
Staff 
Jewish Bulletin of Northern 
California 

SAN FRANCISCO, 
CALIF. - Arthur Magida is 
taking a lot of heat these 
days. Some have called him 
an apologist for Nation of 
Islam leader Louis 
Farrakhan, who is the sub
ject of Magida's new biog
raphy, Prophet of Rage: A 
Life of Louis F arrakhan and 
His Nation. 

Others have wondered 
whether Magida was se
duced by Farrakhan' s 
charm. The national Jewish 
newspaper Forward ran a 
front-page story criticizing 
the book for not sufficiently 
representing the Jewish per
spective. The reporter 
charged that Magida tried 
to downplay his Jewish 
identity while writing the 
book. 

Magida is not necessarily 
surprised by such sugges
tions. But he does take um
brage at them. "I wanted to 
write this book as a histo
rian, as a biographer, as a 
journalist and not as aJew," 
he says in an interview at 
the Jewish Bulletin. "The 
intention of the book was 
never to portray Farrakhan 

LOUIS FARRAKHAN: 
Mother's employment by 
Jewish families may have 
left him bitter towards 
Jews, biographer believes. 

through a Jewish prism. It 
was always to give a sober, 
balanced, hopefully objec
tive account of who Louis 
Farrakhan is." 

Who Louis Farrakhan is 
depends on whom you ask. 
Many African Americans 
view him as a charismatic 
and inspiring leader. Many 
Jews call him a vicious anti
Semite. Most agree he is 
among the most controver
sial religious figures in 
America today. 

Magida, formerly senior 
editor of the Baltimore J ew-

ish Times and now editorial 
director of Jewish Lights 
Publishing, found 
Farrakhan to be an "im
mensely charming and pas
sionate" man, one who can 
weave words with the dual 
skills of a preacher and a 
poet. While Magida admires 
the minister's talents, he 
doesn't withhold criticism. 
But he says he started writ
ing this book on the premise 
that the last thing America 
wants or needs is another 
Jewish-backed attack on the 
Nation ofIslam leader. 

"What could be more pre
dictable,quitefrankly, thana 
Jew issu ing yet another spree 
againstLouisFarrakhan?"he 
asks. "Dog bites man - big 
deal)' 

That's not to say Magida's 
. book ignores Farrakhan' s 
contentious relationship with 
the Jewish community. 
While exploring various as
pects of Farrakhan 's life and 
history, Magida traces his 
subject's anti-Semitic roots 
far back in American his
tory, pointing to slaves who, 
he believes. absorbed their 
Christian owners' attitudes 
toward Jews. 

Born in Boston in 1933, 
Farrakhan was named 
Eugene Louis Walcott. 

Magida believes the minis
ter's Depression-era child
hood and his mother's em
ployment in the service of 
Jewish families may have 
sparked his early gripes 
against Jews. 

But in the 1980s and 199Os, 
these complaints went be
yond economics to the level 
of theology - a move that 
gave the minister a wider 
audience and alienated him 
from both blacks and whites. 

Prophet of Rage grew out 
of an interview conducted 
with Farrakhan in 1993, 
while Magida was with the 
Baltimore Jewish Times. 
Following this and subse
quent interviews - with 
Farrakhan, with present and 
former Nation ofIslam mem
bers, with Farrakhan 'schild
hood friends and with other 
black and Jewish leaders -
Magida believes the minis
terfully subscribes tohis own 
brand of theology. Farra khan 
"docs truly believe there is a 
Jewish conspiracy, that Jews 
have exploited blacks and 
continuc to exploit blacks, 
that Jews were involved in 
the civil rights movement 
purely for their own benefit," 
says Magida, who stresses 
that the minister always 
treated him with respect. 

Wednesday, August 21, 1996 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS 17 

Comment from. Israeli Israeli news 

Emigration now an Arab problem Tunnel weighed as 
solution to 
controversy 

cal excavations that arc re
quired before any such 
project uncovered ancient 
graves. 

Bleak economic situation prompting young Palestinians to leave 
(Cont. from page I.) "I can't say definitely that 

they would be there, but it is 
highly likely, especially 
given the proximity to 
Sanhedria, where the tombs 
of the Sanhedrin are," he 
told Israel Radio. 

H·" .' AIFA - The emi- ernment, there is every rea-
'. gration ofJews out son to believe that the best 

ofIsrael, known in of the young Palestinians The HighCourtofJustice 
is scheduled to hand down a 
ruling soon on a petition 
against closing the street. 
This followed a decision by 
Transportation Minister 
Yitzhak Levy to order the 
closure of the thoroughfare 
during prayer times on the 
Sabbath and holidays. The 
court later suspended the 
?rder pending its own rul-
1I1g. 

Hebrew as yerida, had long will elect to seck a new life 
been a matter of concern overseas. 
here. Improvement in the During recent years there 
economic situation has not has been a steady outflow of 
only served to arrest the Christian Arabs. If Islamic 
process, but has also con- extremism continues, this "The area is also close to 

the Old City, so it is quite 
likely that this area, where 
the religious neighborhoods 
arc bu i It, cou Id have been 
settled during First and Sec
ond Temple periods." 

tributed to the return from emigration too, both from 
abroad of large numbers of the territories and from Is-
Israelis who find excellent rael proper, will undoubt-
employment opportunities edly continue. 
in Israel. One of the early dreams 

INSIDE ISRAEL Young Arabs in a Gaza Strip refugee camp: Unemploy
ment there about 60 per cent. Photo copyright IPPA. 

CARL ALPERT 

But yerida (emigration) 
is now a problem of increas
ing concern to the Palestine 
National Authority. In re
cent months, a number of 
foreign embassies approved 
several thousand immigra
tion appl ications by West 
Bank and Gaza Palestinians. 
Anticipation of the policies 
of the new Israeli govern
ment are hardly calculated 
to reduce the exit flow. 

Young Palestinians in 
Gaza and in the West Bank, 
paJiieularly those with some 
education, have become in
creasingly discouraged by 
the bad economic situation. 
Unemployment in Gaza is 
up to about 60 percent, with 
little indication of any im
provement in the offing, 
even with a gradual lifting 
of the Israeli closures. 

Funds promised by some 
of the great powers have 
been slow in coming. Edu
cational opportunities are 
limited, with the sciences 
low on the list. Those who 
blame Israel ignore the fact 
that during the many years 
of Jordanian rule, opening 

of universities was banned 
altogether, and it was only 
following Israeli occupation 
that the half dozen or so 
institutions of higher learn
ing were permitted. 

Attendance at the Arab 
universities has also been 
frequently interrupted by 
Israel i road blockades and 
border closings. While these 
have been caused by Arab 
terrorist actions, the fact re
mains that their own young 
people were the indirect vic
tims. For many, a college 
degree is almost equivalent 
to a one-way ticket out or 
the country, because their 
countries of choice give 
preference to educated im
migrants. 

Officials of the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
prefer to take a more opti
mistic view of the brain 
drain, viewing it as tempo
rary. They recall that prior 
to the Gulf War, thousands 
of young Palestinians 
worked in Kuwait, sending 
a good part of their wages 
back home to their families, 
and thereby contributing 
also to the economy of the 
territories. 

The PNA, which issues 
its own passports, has no 
intention of placing any ban 
on emigration. As one offi
cial said, in any event they 
have no way of ascertaining 

if the holder of the passport 
is going for temporary work, 
for study. for medical rea
sons, or any othcr purposc. 
Only dictatorial states for
bid emigration. it was noted. 
At the same time, Odeh 
Abu-Samhadaneh, director
general of the political de
partment of the PNA Minis
try or the Interior, stated that 
"if emigration continues at 
the present rate, the back
bone of our culture will be 
irrevocably weakened." 

The subject was consid
ered WOlTisoll1e enough to 
warrant a two-page article 
headed "Emigration - Un
certain Problems", in the 
independent Palestinian 
weekly, The Jerusalem 
Times, published in Jerusa
lem. The authors also repro
duce an advertisement 
which had appeared in the 
Arab press, inviting appli
cations for the U.S. Immi
gration visa (Green Card) 
Lottery. held at the end of 
June. 

In the meantime. the Is
rael Ministry of the Interior 
has reported that a growing 
number of Palestinians have 
opted for Israeli citizenship, 
thus entitling them to pass
ports. Should Palestinian 
extremists launch a new 
wave of terrorism, bringing 
in its wake harsh measures 
from the Netanyahu gov-

Netanyahu gives assurances Israel seeks Pollard's release 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Esther Pollard, 

the wife of convicted American Jewish spy 
Jonathan Pollard, met last week with Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu to discuss 
her husband's plight. Netanyahu promised 
her during the meeting that the Israeli gov
ernment would continue to seek her hus
band's release, according to a statement 
issued by the Prime Minister's Office. 

Pollard said she was "heartened" by the 
meeting, but added that she is continuing her 
hunger strike, which was in its 18th day 
August 14, to demand her husband's re
lease. 

In late July, President Clinton refused to 
grant executive clemency to Jonathan Pol
lard. Clinton's decision formalized a White 
House policy announced in March. 

The former U.S. Navy civilian intelli
gence analyst was arrested in 1985 outside 
the Israeli Embassy in Washington. 

He pleaded guilty in 1986 to steali~g 
secrets for the Israeli government and, 111 

1987, was sentenced to life imprisonment. 
Clinton has now formally denied Pollard 

clemency two times, the first coming in 
March 1994. 

President Bush had refused to commute 
Pollard's sentence before leaving office. 
Netanyahu, as well as predecessors Shimon 
Peres and Yitzhak Rabin, had raised Pol
lard's fate during meetings with Clinton. 

Earlier this year, the Peres government 
granted Pollard Israeli citizenship, a move 
that the convicted spy had hoped would 
bolster his chances for release. 

Last month, Esther Pollard was hospital
ized for exhaustion and fainting due to her 
hunger strike, which she began on July 28 
After having drank only water, she was 
taken to Bikur Holim hospital on July 29 . 

During her hunger strike, she has been 
gathering signatures fof a petition that calls 
on the Israeli government to pressure the 
United States to free her husband. At the 
time, Esther Pollard asserted that her hus
band would "be freed in 24 hours, if the 
Israeli government will demand persistently 
clemency for him." 

Esther married Jonathan Pollard three 
years ago in a prison ceremony. 

, . ,~ . 

of Palestinian nationalists 
was to set up a model state 
which would serve as a 
magnet and attract back 
many of their people who 
had taken up homes over
seas. 

What about Arabs in Is
rael, who have of late been 
voicing their identification 
with the Palestinian people? 

Hardly a single Israeli 
Arab could be found who 
was prepared to say that he 
would be happy to take up 
residence in the new inde
pendent State of Palestine, 
if and when it came into 
being. They were all, de
spite their complaints, and 
despite their newly ex
pressed Palestinian nation
alism. content to remain in 
Israel. 

John Seligman, an archae
ologist in the Jerusalem dis
trict, said building a tunnel 
could unearth problems 
typically linked to building 
projects in Jerusalem, par
ticularly if the archaeologi-

Sci igman said bones were 
found when the rei igious 
neighborhoods were ini
tially built, but that a solu
tion had been found to al
low the construction to con
tinue. 
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