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Super Sunday 
- CJA 

Campaign 
gets 

underway 
Follow-up 

telethons schedulerl 

From morning until 
evening on Sep
tember 8, about 

200 volunteers will be 
working their fingers to 
the phone in an effort 
to reach more than 
3,000 members of Win
nipeg'sJewishcommu
nity. 

"The response from 
people in the commu
nity has been terrific," 
said Super Sunday Co
chair Robyn 
Lieberman. "About 
three weeks ago we al
ready had more volun
teers signed up than we 
did last year." 

And volunteers will 
be in for some excite
ment. The Y/JCC will 
be abuzz with activity 
including the new Su
per Sunday Market fea
turing small and home
based bUSinesses, door 
prizes contributed by 
Small Indulgence, live 
entertainment, a well
stocked hospitality 
room and, for those 
volunteers wishing to 
bring their children, a 
play area supervised by 
senior members of the 
1996 Camp Massad 
staff. 

''The corporate com
l1Iunity as well as indi
viduals have been very 
supportive of the 
event," said Super Sun
day Co-chair Stuart 
S layen. "The most en
couraging thing is that 
new people arc getting 
involved, too, and new 
energy IS bemg built." 

Funds raised by the 
Combined Jewish Ap
peal on Super Sunday 
and throughout the 
campaign support local 
programs and services 
as well as the endeav
OUIS of the United Is
rael Appeal. Contribu
tors to the CJA can di
vide their gift between 
local and Israeli con
cerns as they see fit. 
Winnipeg's is the last 
campaign in North 
America that grants 
donors this freedom of 
choice. 

Since some con
tributors will not be 
reached on Super Sun
day itself, campaign 
organizers invites com
munity members to 
contact the offices of 
the CJ A to make their 
pledge or to wait for a 
call dUrIng one of the 
follow-up telethons to 
be held on September 
II th, 17th, 18th, 24th 
and 26th. 

Some volunteers are 
still needed for these 
shifts and those inter
ested can call Cam
paign Associate 
Barbara Katz-B oro for 
more information. 

Schachter-Shalomi visits here 
(Cont. from page 3.) 

One answer was The Jewish Catarogue, which he helped 
write. A Jewish version of The Whcle Earth Catalogue, he 
noted, the publication is intended to teach Jews to do the 
rituals ourselves rather than have to find experts. 

By 1975, his vision had outgrown Winnipeg's rather 
small Jewish community. That year, he was offered a posi
tion at Temple University in Philadelphia. In Philadelphia, 
he began to experiment with a Chavurah movement, and he 
developed his concept of "davenology". 

"Most people treat davening (praymg) as recitation," he 
observed. "What is supposed to happen inside is usually 
neglected." 

INTRODUCED MEDITATION 
In 1973, he was invited to lead High Holiday services at 

Esalen near San Francisco. He introduced meditation into 
the services. He says that 200 New Age Jews from Berkeley 
who had been TIIeditatmg as part uf Eastern religions juined 
his service. 

He returned the next year, and was supported In the 
service by a Sufi Choir (Sufi is Islamic mysticism), most of 
whose mcmbers were Jews. A ycar later, some of his 
congregants formed the Aquarian Minyan of Berkeley. 

Back in Philadelphia, he and some followers acquired a 
farm house outside the city as a religious retreat, and began 
inviting others to come out and daven with them. "We 
created a unique new davening process," he says. "We began 
to encourage people to write their own SCrIpts. 

"After the Holocaust and the destruction of European 
Jewry, our efforts have been directed to restoration, trying to 
recreate what used to be. I realized, though, that something 
has shifted in our worldview. Every religion has an attitude 
which is called 'Triumphal ism' - that when the Moshiach 
COlnes, it will be shown that Judaism or Catholicism or 
Russian Orthodoxy was the right way after all. When we 
have fifth-generation computers and put men on the moon, 
when we have seen the Earth from space, triumphalism 
doesn't make sense anymore. That shifted my thinking from 
restoration to renewal." 

HELPING ESTABLISH CHA VURAI-IS 
In recent years, Rabbi Schachter-Shalom i has been criss

crossing North America, helping to establish chavurahs 
(groups) dedicated to his Jewish Renewal Movement. He 
has also been ordaining rabbis as was the custom in prc-war 
Europe where, he explained, students would apprentice 
under individual rabbis rather than attending a yeshiva and 
receive smieha (ordination) from the mentor-rabbi. 

"1 trained my first rabbis before I left Winnipeg," he 
pointed out. "The problem is that yeshivas do not offer any 
programs in Jewish mysticism or spirituality and VCIY little 
on relations with other faiths. I have taken on many students 
(including the Beth Israel's Rabbi Alan Green), taught them, 
tested thcm and empowcred them as rabbiS." 

Every two years, Rabbi Schachter-Shalomi organizes 
conferences for chavurah members. Last year, over 800 
people from chavurot all over the world came to the confer
ence at Fort Collins, Colorado. The rabbi took that opportu
nity to step back and encourage his students to take on the 
leadership roles. 

H is new project is an effort to re-create the concept of 
elders in the community. "We live in a youth-oriented world 
where people have short memories, shortened even more by 
television and the media," he says. "We need people with 
experience of life who can think seven generations into the 
future as to what kind of world we are leaving our grandchil
dren. My new cause is Spiritual Eldering. I have already 
trained the first 12 people." 

Carl Alpert 
(Cont. from page 31.) 

The only statue of a Jew in Moscow is that of Karl Marx. 
The home of one Mendelayeff was pointed out 10 us. He is 
said 10 havc been the chemist who definitively established 
the 40-per-cent alcohol content of vodka, and Ihus popularly 
known as the Jew who made the Russians drink. 

Of course, like all tourists, we included visits to the 
KremlIll, Red Square, St. Basil's Cathedral (the one with all 
the colored and gilt onions and spires), and in St. Pelersburg, 
the Hermitage, with its priceless art treasures. 

St. Petersburg, forn1erly known as Petrograd and Lenin
grad, has alllhe makings of a beautiful city, criss-crossed by 
rivers and a network of canals, but today it is a gloomy, 
shabby town. Scores nfmajor buIldings are in urgent need of 
reconditioning, or even seem to be abandoned. 

During our limited stay we met no prospective olim, but 
some Russians we did speak to told uffriends who had gone 
to Israel. They were incredulous when we told them we had 
gone to Israel many years ago - from the U.S. Left America 
to gotoIsrael? You must be - they fished fora word - patriots. 
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Candle lighting time Friday is 7:27 p.m. 
Shabbat ends at 8:22 p.m. 
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