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World news/ Noah WitmanWs Yiddish column 

Some survivors in Ukraine 
ineligible for compensation 

KIEV, Ukraine (JTA) • Some Jews here say they may 
never benefit from a fund established two years ago to 
compensate Ukrainians who suffered under the Nazis. In 
1994, the Fund for Mutual Understanding and Reconcilia
tion was created to distribute about $270 million from 
Germany to Ukrainian citizens - not just Jews - who had 
suffered under the German occupation during World War II. 
Jewish activists say the fund's guidelines make it difficult, 
if not impossible, for Jews, particularly those who were in 
hiding during the war, to obtain the funds. 

The compensation is distributed in one-time payments of 
about $600. Similar funds exist in Russia and Belarus. Most 
Holocaust survivors in the former Soviet Union live in 
Ukraine, but Jews make up less than I percent of fund 
beneficiaries. Beneficiaries of the fund include survivors of 
ghettos and concentration camps, as well as the so-called 
Ostarbeitern, or "eastern workers," the thousands of Slavs 
who were forced to work in Germany during the war on the 
Soviet front. 

"At the beginning, two testimonies from the witnesses 
were enough to claim the compensation," said Klara Vinokur, 
head of the Kiev organization of Holocaust survivors. "Later 
on, the fund began to demand archival documents proving 
that there had been a ghetto in this particular town and the 
applicant's name was on the list of its inmates." Vinokur 
added, "In many cases such lists could have been destroyed 
along with the ghetto itself." 

But Jews who were in hiding during the Nazi occupation 
are not eligible for the compensation unless they were at 
some point in a ghetto or concentration camp. Boris Levit, 
71, is among those Jews. He went into hiding a day before the 
German troops marched into his hometown, Zhitomir. His 
entire family was killed there in September 1941. 

ISRAELI AMBASSADOR GETS TO WORK 
WASHINGTON (JTA) • One week after arriving here 

to serve as [srael 's top diplomat in the United States, Ambas
sador Eliahu Ben-Elissarescorted Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu on September 9 to the Oval Office for a meeting 
with President Clinton. Ben-Elissar, the 64-year-old fonner 
ambassador to Egypt, sent copies of his credentials to the 
State Department two weeks ago and will fornlally present 
them to Clinton at the end of the month. 

GIDEON PATT TO HEAD ISRAEL BONDS 
NEW YORK (JTA) • Former Likud Minister Gideon 

Patt has been appointed president and chief executive officer 
ofIsrael Bonds. He will take over the international operation 
after Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Nathan Sharony leaves the position in 
December. Patt is a veteran Knesset member and has headed 
several government ministries, including industry and trade, 
tourism and housing. 

RUSSIAN PREMIER CONDEMNS RECENT 
ATTACKS ON SYNAGOGUES 

MOSCOW (JTA) - Russian Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin has condemned the recent bombings of two 
synagogues in Russia. The premier's statement was in
cluded in his Rosh Hashanah message to the country's 
Jewish community. "I'm using this opportunity to express 
my indignation about recent terrorist explosions at the syna
gogues in Moscow and Yaroslavl," Chernomyrdin said. He 
called synagogues Russia's "national sacred places" and 
said that "an end should be put" to their desecration. 
Chernomyrdin 's statement was the first public comment by 
a Russian official on the April bombing of the synagogue in 
Yaroslavl and last month's attack on the recently reopened 
Lubavitch synagogue in Moscow. The attacks caused no 
injuries, but both buildings were seriously damaged. 
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Around the Jewish world 
Largest synagogue in Europe 
reopens in Hungarian capital 
By AGNES BOHM 

BUDAPEST (JT A) - A former Israeli prime minister, the 
president of Hungary and a host of foreign dignitaries joined 
thousands of Jews here two weeks ago for the reopening of 
Europe' 5 largest synagogue. "This is the symbol of the 
rebirth of Hungarian Jewry," said Peter Feldmayer, the 
president of Hungary's 80,000-member Jewish community. 

The September 5 reopening of the Dohany Street Syna
gogue came days before another reinauguration - of Bulgar
ia's Sofia Synagogue, the largest in that country and one of 
Europe's most ornate. 

The 137-year-old Dohany Street Synagogue is also re
nowned for its architectural beauty. The impressive Moorish
style building with its two high towers is one of Budapest's 
landmarks. 

Former Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. who con
veyed the greetings of Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu, spoke of "this magnificent building, which 
could tell stories of so much tears, fear and sorrow." Of 
Hungary's prewar Jewish community of 800,000, some 
600,000 perished in the Holocaust. 

The Jewish ghetto was built around the Dohany Street 
Synagogue during World War II. The synagogue, which 
served as a wartime shelter for thousands of Jews, was hit by 
27 bombs. After the war, a mass grave with more than 2,000 
Jewish victims was found in the synagogue's courtyard. 

THE WINNIPEG YIDDISH CHOIR 

directed by Avivah Katz 

Resumes Rehearsals 

Monday, September 30, 1996 
Hebrew Sick Benefit Association Gardens 

1007 Sinclair Street 
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

ADDITIONAL SINGERS WELCOME 

For more information, call 339·3519 

Funded by Jewish Foundation of Manitoba 
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Jewish delicatessen warned by 
Quebec's language office 
By BRAM D. EISENTHAL 

MONTREAL (JTA)· A Montreal Jewish restaurant has 
become the latest target ofQucbec 's official language watch
dog. Schwartz's Hebrew Delicatessen, founded in 1931. is 
best known for its smoked meat. a type of pastrami that is 
smoked, aged and served hot and juicy on rye hread with 
mustard. 

The eatery is so popular that last April Quebec Premier 
Lucien Bouchard, an avowed separatist. had his picture 
taken by the media while eating a Schwartz's smoked meat 
sandwich. Now the landmark eatery has been cited for 
violating Quebec's law governing language usc. 

The restaurant recently received a letter from the Quebec 
government's French Language Office asking it to reduce 
the size of the English letters on the bilingual signs posted 
inside the restaurant. Under the law, English is pcrnlitted on 
public signs, but only if the lettering is one-third the size of 
the French letters. 

Schwartz's manager, Johnny Haim, was planning to change 
the signs immediately, even though it would cost more than 
$1,000 to do so. But after receiving hundreds of phone calls 
and visits from concerned customers who were opposcd to 
the move, Haim may have changed his mind. Haim said in 
an interview he was under orders of the owners of the 
restaurant to "keep my mouth shut" and would only say "I 
don't know" when asked ifhe planned on changing the signs. 

Meanwhile, other shopkeepers on the popular St. Law
rence Street were planning to help Bairn raise funds should 
he choose to contest the language office's warning in the 
courts. 

$13 million goal for Ottawa 
Jewish community campus 
By CYNTHIA NYMAN ENGEL 

OTT A WA • The Ottawa Jewish community has come 
together in a magnificent response to the final phase of the 
Capital Campaign for a new Jewish community campus, the 
Ottawa Jewish Bulletin reported September 9. 

"This community can be very proud of itself," Campaign 
Chair Roger Greenberg says happily. "It has given a re
sounding yes to the dynamic vision of the future!" 

Behind the campaign chair's elation are the results of the 
highly successful Phone-a-Thon chaired by Ron Cher~ey, 
assisted by Issie Grajcar, Mark Thaw and Norman Lleff 
conducted community-wide August 26-29. This critical 
component ofthe six-month effort was the vital push toward 
realizing the $13 million goal set at the campaign's launch 
in March. 

Injustfourdays, more than I 50 volunteer callers received 
pledges in excess of $400,000. 

'The new Broadview Jewish Community Campus is on its 
way," Greenberg says. 

Reprinted with permission, Ottawa Jewish Brd/ctin. 

Senior scares off "gangsters" 
By PAUL LUNGEN 

TORONTO • Helen 
Kaminski didn't suddenly 
develop superhuman 
strength and lift a car that 
was pinning her child. Nei
therdid she dive into a rush
ing river to save a drowning 
man, 

But the seniorcitizenand 
Holocaust survivor did sur
prise herself, her friend and 
two "gangsters" who were 
planning to snatch her purse, 
with an unlikely display of 
bravado and street theatre. 

Kaminski foiled the rob
bery attempt despite her age 
(she'd rather not say how 
old she is), her heart condi
tion' and the fact that the 
two potential lawbreakers 
were youths on hikes. 

It all started a few weeks 
ago when just before night
fall, she was sitting with a 
friend on a bench in a small 
parkette at Bathurst and 
Ellerslie, near the Bathurst 
Jewish Centre. Ayoung man 
on a bicyc Ie approached and 
asked for cigarettes. 

After she replied that she 
had none and would he 

please leave them alonc, she 
could see another young 
man approaching from the 
rear as the first man contin
ued to ask for a smoke. Sens
ing the ne'er-do-wells were 
up to no good, she rose to 
her feet and raised hervoice. 

"I started to shout very, 
very loud because I was sure 
they wanted to do somc
thing to us," she said. 

When she heard one say 
"the bag, the bag" to his 
accomplice, she "showed 
the stick (near) his head and 
shouted so that the police 
would come." 

The two scruffy-looking 
young men took their bicy
cles and, as the police might 
say, vacated the scene. 

Though she's frail, in 
poor health and doesn 'thear 
so well, Kaminski doesn't 
think she did anything ex
traordinary. While people 
half her age would have let 
the purse go, Kaminski said 
she reacted instinctively. 

"I couldn't believe it. I 
was nervous. It was not me. 
I don't know how [ could 
talk to them so loud," she 
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parliame ntary 
U.S. Holocaust 

C]C leads 
delegation to 
Memorial Museum Happy New Year to all our Friends & Customers 

WASHINGTON·Cana
dian Jewish Congress Presi
dent Goldie Hershon, Holo
caust Remembrance Com
mittee Co-Chair Nate 
Leipeiger and War Crimes 
Committee Chair Irving 
Abella led a group of fed
eral Members of ParI iament 
on a study visit tothe United 
States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum on September 5. 

"In its short existence, the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum has established it
self as a pre-eminent site in 
the intemational cause of 
Holocaust Remembrance," 
notcd Hershon. ··We were 
delighted that a number of 
our nationally-elected rep
resentatives responded to 
our invitation to tour this 
remarkable facility. We look 
forward to returning in the 
future with new delegations 
of MPs." 

A group of nine Members 
of Parliament, comprising 
one independent and repre
sentatives of the three main 
political parties in Canada, 
accompanied the CJC lead
ers on the inaugural study 
visit to the museum. 

As Leipciger, a survivor 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
observed: ·'In contemporary 
Canadian society, Holo
caust denial is the cutting 
edgcofanti-Semitism. This 
group of parliamentarians 
has now experienced the 
museum's outstanding pres
entation of the reality of the 
Holocaust and should be 
better placed to understand 
the necd to counter the hate
fulmessages of the deniers." 

[n addressing the delega
tion, the museum's research 

HELEN KAMINSKI: 
"It's nOfsuch a big thing." 

said. 

A native of Poland who 
survived the Holocaust by 
hiding with her two small 
children. Kaminski 
downplays her recent en
counter with the would-be 
thieves, 

"It's not such a big thing, 
how I made so much energy 
with the stick. I was ready to 
give him onc. I saw he was 
a gangster," she said. 

Reprinted with permis
sion, Canadian Jewish 
NC1FS. 

GOLDIE HERSHON, 
CJC president; Looks for
ward to returning with 
new delcgations of MPs, 

institute director, Michael 
Berenhaum, underscored 
this notion stating: "The 
sensitization impact of the 
museum has been enor
mous. Virtually all U.S . 
Senators and Representa
tives have toured the exhib
its, as have numerous mem
bers of the diplomatic corps 
and the military. There may 
not be absolute truth, but 
there was absolute evil, and 
this institution shows it." 

The evening program of 
the visit featured an address 
by Robert Seasonwein. He 
is a senior trial attorney of 
the Office of Speciallnves
tigation (OS I), the war 
crimes unit of the U.S. De
partment of Justice. 

Scasonwein briefed the 
delegation on the workings 
(lfthe OSI and the success it 
had denatural izing and de
p0I1ing Nazi war criminals 
frolll the United States. 
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Canadian Paintings, Prints, and Drawings, 
Inuit Art, Sculpture, Prints, Drawings & Wall Hangings 

266 EDMONTON ST. 
943-2734 

Happy New Year to all our 
Friends & Customers 

Barry & Nancy Corey 

Corey Design 
(A DIVISION OF COREY VENTURES INC.) 

329 CUMBERLAND AVE., WINNIPEG, R3B 112 (204) 942·1630 FAX 942·1663 
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High Fashion Footwear and Handbags from around the World 

538 Academy Road 
(Academy Square) 

489-5409 
"T/lallk you for )Iour patro1lage" . 

Happy New Year 

SeDt. 16 - 28 
~ weeks only 

Eye Examinations by Appointment: 
Dr. Paul B. Olin - Optometrist 

Tuxedo Park Shopping Centre 138-2025 Corydon Ave .• 489-7849 


