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Gwen Secter Centre, Sharon Home 
sponsoring new program for Jewish seniors 

Holiday Table a chance to discuss Jewish holidays, themes, share memories ... 
nrc',,; he Gwen Secter 
PC' L" m reatlve IVIng 

.A\... Centre and The 
Sharon Home started hold
ing a new monthly Jewish 
Cultural program together 
September 19 called "The 
Holiday Table". 

RAISINS & ALMONDS 
A column for 
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SHERRI WALDMAN 

It got that name because it 
is going to be an educational! 
entertainment luncheon pro
gram which will have food 
and decorations based on 
the Jewish holiday or theme 
of the program. 

From left: Claire and Joe Kives, Sophie Shinewald and Jack Shore stand in front of part 
of the first "Holiday Table" display at the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre last 
month. (Photo by Sherri Waldman.) 

The program coordinators 
wi II inv itc cntcrtaincrs, edu
cators, studcnts, school eh il
drcn, spiritual leaders, and 
community Icaders to join 
seniors in learning about 
various Jewish holidays and 
themes concerning Jewish 
culture and history. 

Tamar Barr. program di
rector at the Gwen Sccter 
Creative Liv ing Centre, said 
a regular cultural program 
could really enrich mem
bers of both groups, "We 
should continue adding 
more Jewish and cultural 
programming to the centre," 
she says. Cultural program
ming takes place through
au t the year at the Gwen 
SecterCreative Living Cen-

tre, but never before has 
there been such an integra
tive approach to having the 
Jewish table, Jcwish 
speaker, and Jewish discus
sion on a regularly sched
ulcd, monthly basis. 

Madeline Kohut, the cen
tre's executive director, said 
The HolidayTablc will also 
give seniors a chance to 
share memories of Jewish 
holidays, and other events. 

Joanne Grusko, manager 
of Therapeutic Recreation 
of the Sharon Home, said 
"The Holiday Table" pro
gram will give more options 
to the residents of the Sharon 
Home in temlS of program
ming. This is an alternative 
choice to their regular pro
gramming if they feel the 
need for more variety in their 
activ ities, she added. Grusko 
also feels it benefits the 
Sharon Home seniors to 
have programs with other 

agencies in the community. 
"They can socialize with 
their friends from the Gwen 
SecterCreative Living Cen
tre who they don't get to see 
as often as they used to," 
she said. Grusko felt a pro
gram based on Jewish holi
days and culture is some
thing seniors from both The 
Gwen Secter Creative Liv
ing Centre and the Sharon 
Horne could reJate to. 

Rabbi Alan Green was 
the first guest speaker to be 
invited to attend "The Holi
day Table" September 19, 
which had a Rosh Hashanah 
theme. Asked what he 
thought of the program, he 
responded that it was like 
being at a real holiday table 
with the white table cloths, 
tlowers, decorations, and 
wonderful food. 

In fact, he couldn't stop 
commenting about the food, 
and asked this writer where 

THE CITY OF WINNIPEG 

APPOINTMENT OF CITIZENS 
TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WINNIPEG IS SEEKING CITIZENS TO 
FILL POSITIONS ON ITS VARIOUS BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS. 

Vacancies for citizen member positions exist on the following Boards and 
Commissions: 

Access Advisory Committee 
Board of Adjustment 
Board of Revision 
Community and Race Relations Committee 
Concordia Hospital Board of Directors 
Records Committee 
St. Boniface Museum Board 
Winnipeg Arts Advisory Council 
Winnipeg Safe City Committee 

An information package, which includes application forms, may be obtained 
from. the City Clerk's Department, Council Building, 510 Main Street, 
Winnipeg, R3B 1 B9, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday 
to Friday. 

Applications must be received in the City Clerk's Department no later 
than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, November 15, 1996, or postmarked no later 
than November 15, 1996. 

All applications will be reviewed by the Selection Committee of the Executive 
PoliCY Committee. 

General inquiries should be directed to the Information Systems Coordinator 
at 986-5971. 

Dorothy Browton 
City Clerk 

it was made. "Here at the 
Gwen Secterof course!", he 
was told. Green added that 
he thinks "The Holiday Ta
ble" program provides a 
great 0PP011unity for peo
ple to expand their horizons 
and look at theholidays with 
a spiritual perspective. 

If anyone from the com
munity would like to get 
involved and help continue 
to make "The Holiday Ta
ble" program a success, 
please contact Tamar Barr 
at the Gwen Secter Creative 
Living Centre or Joan(le 
Grusko at the Sharon 
Home. 

United States 
grants asylum to 
Jewish teen from 

Belarus 
By NATALIE 
WEINSTEIN 
Jewish Bulletin of North
ern California 

SAN FRANCISCO 
(JTA) - Yuri Disman, the 
Jewish teen-ager from 
Belarus seeking asylum in 
the United States, hada spe
cial Rosh Hashanah. The 15-
year-old boy was granted 
asylum because he had "es
tablished a well-founded 
fear of persecution," stated 
a letter from the U.S. Immi
gration and Naturalization 
Service that arrived two 
weeks ago at his lawyer's 
office. 

"Now I have a lot to thank 
God for this Rosh 
Hashanah," Disman said 
after hearing the news. The 
asylum application detailed 
numerous anti-Semitic in
cidents Disman suffered in 
his hometown of Gomel. 
They included constant 
taunts and beatings by 
schoolmates that apparently 
were ignored by teachers, 
administrators and police. 
Disman arrived inSan Fran
cisco in July 1995 fora year
long program sponsored by 
the Jewish Educational 
Center that was touted as a 
way to aid children affected 

Plenty of extra
curricular activitie s 
at JWC this year 

A\ sJoseph Wolinsky Collegiate begins its final year at 
(1ft.< 437 Matheson Avenue, students are beginning to 

.1 '"]h, get involved in the various extra-curricular activi
ties. This year's activities bring back classics, and offer new 
options for students. 

HIGH SCHOOL SCENE 

JWC will put on a Chanu
kah concert, which will be 
open to the public. This 
event showcases JWC's tal
ented students in a wide 
variety of performing arts, 
including songs, dance rou
tines, magic, and comedy 
acts from students in Grades 
7 to 12. 

When talking about vari
ety shows, one can not for

get the annual Purim Variety Show, which also features a 
farewell performance by the Grade 12 students. 

There is also the Yom Ha' atzmaut Song Festival, in which 
students create their own songs, and perform them in one 
gala event. One of the programs attached to the perfornl
ances is the JWC band program. It is taught by Darren 
Ritchie, and is open to students of all ages. 

JON WALDMAN 

YEAR BEGINS WITH VOLLEYBALL 
JWC has had a winning sports tradition for many years. 

There are many teams for students of all ages to join. The 
year begins with volleyball, which starts up in late 
September\carJy October. When winter rolls around, JWC 
hits the hard court with basketball action. Later on, badmin
ton and track and field sports dominate the JWC sports 
world. 111ere are also intramural (in school) competitions. 
Ping-pong, floor hockey, and other popular sports arc also 
available for lunchtime excitement. 

The competitive spirit is alive and well at JWc. A new 
chess club has been fornled. Participants compete against 
other schoolmates on a weekly basis. There is also Reach For 
The Top, open to senior high students. The team competes 
in a minimum of three tournaments throughout the school 
year. The Fern Shawna Rykiss Literary Competition is an 
annual contest for students interested in writing short stories 
or poetry. There are also various math contests, and Bible 
contests for students to compete in for cash and other prizes. 

JWC also offers trips and various outings for students in 
all grades, The Grade 7srecently wentona "getting to know 
you" weekend adventure at Camp Stephens. This is an 
annual trip, where the Grade 7s learn about their new 
classmates, while doing many outdoor activities, 

Nearthe end of the school year, the Grade 8 class will take 
a trip out to B'nai Brith Camp in Lake o(the Woods, while 
the Grade 9s will spend a week in Toronto. 

JEWISH AWARENESS RETREATS 
For Grade 10, II, and 12 students, there are Jewish 

awareness retreats put on by Barry Bender and the Yeshiva 
University (New York City), after mid-term exams. 

Bender has been coming up to Winnipeg during one of the 
coldest times of year for over 10 years, enriching the lives of 
JWC students. 

The highlight for any JWCer is the Grade 12 trip to Israel. 
For those who wonder what all those endless hours of 
Hebrew classes will amount to, this trip shows the graduat
ing class the Jewish homeland, up close and personal. There 
are other trips offered to Grade II and 12 students. 

The Model United Nations in New York and the Forum for 
Young Canadians in Ottawa give students an opportunity to 
learn more about politics, and meet people outside of Win
nipeg. 

These are some of the programs available to students 
throughout the year at JWC. With this being JWC's 40th 
anniversary and final year on Matheson A venue, expect 
many more events to be slated. 

*** 
. JWCStudent Council held its grade representative elec-

tIOns thiS past week. Congratulations to Josh Slayen (Grade 
7), David Borzykowski (Grade 8), Janie Permut (Grade 9), 
Adam Weitzman (Grade 10), Lioz Raphaeli (Grade II), and 
Tomas Lebovic and Ari Schaefer (Grade 12) for winning 
their extremely close elections. 
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By FREDA GLOW 

What do you see as the three most important things to be done 
to ensure the survival of the Jewish people outside Israel? 

Gita Glass 
Retired teacher 
Ft. Rouge 

"I believe in order to encourage the continuity of Jews around the world, we must give 
our children a good Jewish education. It's also important to encourage them to marry 
others of their own faith. And finally, all of us must keep up the Jewish traditions of our 
heri tage." 

Kim Hirt 
Technical computer consultant 
North Garden City 

"The accessibility of a Jewish education system' is vital. As a North Ender, this is 
important to me. Secondly, the existence of the State oflsrael acts as abeacon of Judaism. 
We always know there's some place we can go. Thirdly, having a strong community 
allows us to maintain our Jewish identity." 

David Marr 
Lawyer 
River Heights 

"Maintaining a strong Jewish identity within the community in which we live can be 
obtained through Jewish education, and supportive Jewish institutions, including 
synagogues. Also, we must nurture Jewish culture in our community. As for intermar
riage, it's a fact of life. All we can do is instill Jewish values in our children and makc 
them meaningful, so they will continue to identify with them." 

Shelley Pfeffer 
Homemaker 
Garden City 

"The first thing that comes to mind is to maintain a strong traditional home for our 
children. After they're married, they can continue this with their own family. A Judaie
based education is a priority. And when rearing Jewish children, it's important to stress 
Yiddishkeit and Menschleehkeit." 

Elaine Sommer 
Homemaker 
Ft. Rouge 

"Educating the young by Jewish day or night schools as well as family education, 
allows our kids and grandchildren to discover their roots and traditions. The next 
important thing is a sense of community. The 'Campus' has made a 10tofWinnipeggers 
more concerned and interested than ever before. Also, better continuity within our 
synagogues will provide us with a more agreeable atmosphere and attract more 
congregants." 

Harry Minuk 
Self-employed 
Garden City 

"It's important for parents to follow the Jewish customs in the home and set an 
example for the family. A Jewish education is also needed. And it's also important for 
the synagogues to make things more interesting for the children so they will participate 
more and become involved." 

David Pesochin 
Bookkeeper 
West Kildonan 

"Education for sure. Ifkids don't learn about their Jewish traditions, they won't keep 
them. And the only way they will stay on the right path is by their parents' example. We 
must direct a lot of energy towards our children to make sure they stay Jewish. Get them 
going to synagogue when they're young enough and they'll stay with it. Also, children 
have to see traditional values at home. Otherwise, there will be a tendency to drift away 
from JUdaism." 

Arthur Chapman 
Lawyer 
Garden City 

"Family ties are important, especially at holiday time. Also, a good Jewish education 
helps people understand their heritage. And I recommend that Jewish leadership be 
diversified. That way, no one will feel disenfranchised. 

"Most of our community comes from a narrow professional group that's economically 
comfortable. Those that are not well off and middle class feel cut off from the rest of the 
community. Here's a question. If you're Orthodox, Reform, communist, poor or 
handicapped, do you feel part of the Jewish community? It's important that these 
divergent groups be heard from and 1 istened to." 

Larry Usiskin 
Retired 
North End 

"Peace in the Middle East would relieve pressure in the world so we can concentrate 
on maintaining Jewish traditions. Secondly, we must ac~nowle~ge o.ur differences, 
whether it's relioious, seeular, sephardic, etc. Once there IS no ammoslty, people WIll 
realize that it's possible to live together, This wiII ensure the continuity of the Jewish 
race. And lastly, it's important that the diversi~y of the Jewish people. be t~ught to 
schoolchildren, through .books by. : Shalom Alelchem and Perotz. JeWIsh lIterature' 
shouldnl.t bC'megleoted the. way.it.i,s today:')' : " !.: ,:"" " r 'I '" : ': I' . , 
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COIVM.JNITY 
CALENDAR 

CAMP MASSAD ANNUAL 
MEETING 

Camp Massad - an
nual meeting will be 
held Sunday, October 
20,797 Montrose Street 
at 7:30 p,m. 

STAY YOUNG CENTRE/ 
SENIOR CENTRE 

On Tuesday, Octo
ber 8th, I 1:00 a.I11., the 
City of Winnipeg's 
Ombudsman Virginia 
Menzie will be the 
guest speaker at the 
Stay Young Centre, 
370 Hargrave Street. 
Please join us. 

GWEN SECTER CREATIVE 
LIVING CENTRE 

The Gwen Secter 
Creative Living Cen
tre, 1588 Main Street 
invites you to our 
Wednesday Program 
Series on October 9th 
at I :30 p.m. with our 
guest speaker Olga 
Fuga, chair of Seven 
Oaks Hospital. At 
12:30 p.m. on October 
9th, we will be holding 
our monthly Diabetes 
Education Program. 
The centre will be of
fering a Heart Saver 
CPR Level course on 
Monday, October 7th 
from 12:30-3:30 p.m. 
Learn about the signs 
and symptoms of heart 
attack and stroke ami 
what to do in an emer
gency. Please register 
in advance. Our fall 
Yiddish Program & 
Luncheon will be held 
on Wednesday, Octo
ber 16th at 12:30 p.m. 
featuring the "Quartet 
Plus Singers"underthe 
direetion of Avivah 
Katz. Tickets arc avail
ablc in advance and 
transportation is avail
able. For more info, 
please call the centre. 
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Proposal would provide money 
for sectarian college 
By LYNNE MEREDITH COHN 
Washington Jewish Week 

WASHINGTON, D.c. - The White House and Depart
ment of Education have assured Orthodox Jews that the 
president's proposal to help families pay for their children's 
higher education will include students who graduate from 
parochial schools and who attend sectarian colleges. Agudath 
Israel of America, which represents Orthodox families, 
sought clarification on President Bill Clinton's June 4 pro
posal to make at least two years of college the standard for 
all Americans. Rabbi Avi Shafran, in Agudath's New York 
office, said the government assured the organization that 
religious schools on both ends would be pernlissible "as long 
as the families make the choice, and government is not 
choosing religious schools over non-religious schools." 

The Rabbi Rappaport Education 
and Lecture Series Trust and 

the Rosh Pina Synagogue 
present 

A Studr. Weekend 
{Dc. 10-13) 

with scholar in residence 
Rabbi Jordan Pearlson 

Founding Rabbi, Temple Sinai, Toronto 

Rabbi Shalom Rappaport 

,Thursday, October 10 • 8:00 p.m. 
Rabbi Pearlson Lecture 

'Pluralism, Interfaith and Intrafaith 
Since the Holocaust' 

p.m. 
Dinner at 7: 15 p.m. 

Address (following dinner): 
Pirkei A vat: The Triumph of Hillel 

Shabbat Morning Services (October 12): 
Services at 9:00 a.m. 

Sermon: Early Rabbinic Influences 
on the Siddur 

Sunday Mornin Pro ram (October 13): 
Services at 9:00 a.m. 
Breakfast at 9:45 a.m. 

Address (following breakfast): 
Judaism Today and 

the Continuing Revolution: 
Changing Patterns Taking 

Place in Jewish Life 

All programs at 
Rosh Pina Synagogue 

No Admission Charge 

The community is invited to attend 
. ", ' ".,; ,,",.\, 'J' , . :.'," '. ,'.:' - ',', 

- - '.' Please phone the Synagogu'e:Office t, 
••••• 5.8.9:QQQ5. f.O!!f!~~r,v#iltipns.an.d. CQst.of .... 

Friday Dinner and Sunday Breakfast. 


