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Book review/ U~S~ news 

Stories in new Agnon collection multi-layered, compelling 
Writing style of human dramas provides "you are there" feeling ... 

The Book That Was Lost 
and Other Stories By S.Y. 
Agnon. Winner of the 
Nobel Prize in literature 
1966. Publisher: Schocken 
Books N.Y. 1995. 

Review by 
KARASI 
MCMURRICH 

IRENE 
C K -

they do not know how to get 
there, they know that it is 
east, so they keep going in 
an easterly direction, When 
winter comes, they set up a 
camp with shelters, as the 
roads are clogged with 
snow, 

A group of noblemen 
meet the pilgrims. They're 
so enchanted by the Jews' 
intelligence, that each one 
invites a family to live with 
them in comfort until the 
end of winter. 

cated them all". 
This is not a Holocaust 

story, for Agnon wrote very 
little on the Holocaust per 
se, but he did not ignore it. 
In many of his stories, inci
dents of terror are preva
lent, but Agnon does not 
elaborate. 

He moves his Buczacz 
story from the satirical to 
the pragmatic, and con
cludes with harsh reality in 
a single statement: the en
emy came and ... 

ISRAELI 
BACKDROPS 

}("1 Y. Agnon's stories 
__ ~~ were written over a 
k-P @periodof30years
stories that encompass the 
many facets of human ex
periences woven into poign
ant human dramas. The sto
ries portray "everyman's" 
personal confusion, loss of 
faith, impulse, inhibition, 
desire and constraint. 
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vernacular, "I was there, 
done that." However, it takes 
only a few moments of pon
dering to recognize the pos
sibilities of interpretation in 
Agnon's narratives. These 
are multi-dimensional sto
ries. 

Subsequently, the noble
men who had taken Jews 
into their homes found that 
they had prospered more 
than ever. They realized that 
their success was due to the 
Jews, and were therefore 
reluctant to let them leave. 

Eventually, with the help 
of the noblemen, the Jews 
set up their own homes and 
a synagogue. The entire 
town became a holy com
munity settled entirely by 
Jews. People came from all 
over to consult with them. 

After moving to Israel, 
the backdrop for Agnon's 
stories changes to the then
infant country. He parallels 
Israel's state of aloneness 
and its struggle to mature, 
to his characters, who are 
students. The student'S 
lodging, owned by the par
ents of the child, is noisy 
and unkempt. Every day the 
little boy, neglected and dis
eased with a severe eye in
fection, waits for him on the 
doorstep, springs into his 
arms and calls him "Oncle", 
"Onele". The child playfully 
pokes at the student's eyes, 
inadvertently passing on the 
eye infection. 

At a first reading, 
Agnon's presence as the sto
rytellerissostrong, the com
munications so personal, 
that you feel you are the 
only person to whom it is 
addressed. 

Such is the apparent sim
plicity, personal approach 
and directness of the text. 
The feeling is, to use the 

Agnon's roots were in 
Eastern Europe. In the last 
decade of his life, he began 
compiling stories on his life 
in Buczacz. In The Epic Life 
of One Town, he creates a 
story that begins as an affir
mation of life, but ends in 
death. 

The narrative begins with 
the adventure of a band of 
Jews who are seeking the 
Land of Israel. Although 

Eventually, Jews from 
other places, especially Ger
many, come to Buczacz to 
escape annihilation. For a 
long time they live in pros
perity and peace, "but then 
the enemy came and eradi- At the last moment the 

CONVERSATIONAl, HEBREW FOR 
THE RANK BEGINNER 

Date: Oclober 15. 22,29.1996 
November 5, 12.19,26, 1996 
December 3,10, 17. 1996 

Time: 7:00 - 8:00 pm 
Place: Jewish Community Centre 
Fee: $30.00 
Instructor: Ron East 
Pre-registration at the Centre before October 
8, 1996 

RAISING CHILDREN TO CARE 
Date: Oclober 15, 22, 29,1996 

November 5, 12, 19. 1996 
Time: 8:00 - 9:00 pm 
Place: Her.dia Synagogue 
Fcc: $30.00 
Instructor: Ruth Benamou 
Course autllm:- aV<1il<1ble upon registration. 
Pre-registmtlon at the Centre before October 
8, 1996 

CHl1G L'DOVRAI IVRIT 
A discussion group for those witll n b<1Sic 
knowledge of conversational Hebrew 
Date: October 16, 23, 30.1996 

November 6, 13. 1996 
Time: 7:30 - 9:00 pm 
Place: jewish Community Centre 
Fcc: $25.00 
Instructor: Ruthle Maman 
Pre-registration at the Centre before October 
11,1996 

"PARDES" - The Bridge Between 
Torah and life 

Dale: Wednesdays October 16, 23, 30, 1996 
November 6. 13, 20. 1996 

Time: 6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Place: Hertlia Synagogue 
Fcc: $30.00 
Instructor: Rabbi Y. Benamou 
Pre-registration at the Centre before October 
8, 1996 

HEBREW LEVEL I - CRASH COl1RSE 
Date: Mondays October 21, 1996 - April 1. 
1997 
Time: 6:30 - 7: 15 pm 
Place: HcrLlia Synagogue 
Fcc: $30.00 
Instructor: Rabbi Y. Benamou 
Pre-registration at the Centre before October 
8. 1996 

HEBREW LEVEL II 
Da'e: MondaysOctobcr21, 1996-April 1. 1997 
Time: 7:15 - 8:15 pm 
Place: Herl.lia Synagogue 
Fee: $60.00 
Instructor: Rabbi Y. Benamou 
Text: Shalev Aleph 
Pre-registration at the Centre before October 8, 
1996 

Il!DAlSM ON DEATH AND DYING 
A discussion of how jewish tradition deals with 
dealh & dying, amI how Jewish theology & 
philosophy are central tojewish burial practices. 
Dale: Sundays. October 20. 27, 1996 

November 3, la, 1996 
Time: 10:00-1 1 :00 am 
Place: Rosh Pina Synagogue 
Fee: $20.00 
InstruclOr: Rabbi Akiba Lubow 
Pre-registration at the Centre before October 
11, J 996 

YOl1R WORD IS FIRE 
Ilasiuic Masters and Contemplallve Prayer 
Date: Oclober 21. 28,1996 

November 4,11.18.25,1996 
Time: 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
Place: Beth Israel Synagogue 
Instructor: Rabbi Allan Grecn 
Pre-registration at the Centre before October 
1l,1996 

TORAH 
Dale: Every Monday beginning October 21, 
1996 
Time: 8:00 - 9:30 pm 

7:00 - 8:30 pm (Winter lIollrs) 
Place: HerLlia Synagogue 
Fcc: $30.00 
Instructor: Rabbi Y. nenamou 
Text: Stone Chumash 
Pre· register at the Centre before October 15 
1996 • 

ISRAELI COOKING 
Date: October 23. 30, 1996 

November 6,13.1996 
Time: 7:00 - 8:30 pm 
Place: jewish Community Centre 
Fcc: $30.00 (includes supplies) 
Instructor: Ethel Amihudc 
Pre-register at the Centre before October IS, 
2996 

A TASTE OF IJIDAISM 
Dale: October 29. 1996 

November 5. 12. 1996 
Time: 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
Place: Temple Shalom 
Fcc: No Charge 
Instructor: Rabbi Jeffery Gale 
Pre-registration at the Centre before October 
18.1996 

IN SEARCH OF GOD: JEWISH 
PERSPECTIVES 

An exploration of the different ways that various 
jewish writers. thinkers and artists have 
conceived of God. 
Date: November 7. 14, 21.1996 
T,me: 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
Place: Rosh Pina Synagogue 
Fcc: $15.00 
Instructors: Rabbi Neal Rose 

Carol Rose 
Text; "Finding God: 10 jewish Responses" by 
!'ianclI1o & Symc 

Available at the Centre 
Pre-registration at the Centre before October 
31. 1996 

l1NDERSTANDING Il1DAISM 
Dale: November 27. 1996 

December 4. ll. 1996 
Jilnuary 8. 15,22, 1997 
Time: 6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Place: \lerdia Synagogue 
Fee: $30.00 
Instructor: Rabbi Y. Bcnamou 
Text "Understanding Judaism" by Rabbi 
Benjamin Belch 
Pre-registration at the Centre before November 
21. 1996 

THE IEWISH FAMILY - PAST 
PRESENT AND FlITI1RE 

Date: October 21. 28, 1996 
November 4. ll. 18. 25. 1996 

Time: 7:00 - 8:30 pm • 
Place: B'nay Abraham Synagogue 
Fee: $30.00 
Instructor: Rabbi Nathan Langer 
Pre-regislration at the Centre before October 
11. 1996 

student abruptly turns his 
back on what was to be a 
new haven, and returns to 
the old lodging, rather than 
disappoint the child. 

The section, "Stories from 
Gern1any", "depicts periods 
and settings that range from 
medieval Jewish communi
ties in Germany to the pe
riod immediately following 
the Holocaust". 

The stories contained in 
"Search for Meaning", as in 
other sections of the book, 
pose many questions 
prompted by Agnon's im
agery and themes. 

This is an excellent book 
of stories evolving from the 
writer's creative vision and 
knowledge of Eastern Eu
ropean Jewry and maturing 
Israel. 

Endorsements by other 
authors praise Agnon as "the 
towering genius of modem 

Hebrew literature", "mod
ern master of Hebrew fic
tion", and best of all, "an old 
fashioned storyteller". 

The editors, Alan Mintz 
and Anne Golomb 
Hoffman, have thought it 
necessary to offer some hel p 
to the reader in mastering 
the culture in which the 
"work is embedded"_ 

While the glossary and 
notes are helpful, and the 
introduction comprehen
sive, it is debatable whether 
the commentary that pref
aces each section is helpful 
or intrusive. 

Nevertheless, if this re
view tempts you, and you 
read this book, please read 
the stories before you read 
the commentaries. Don't 
cheat yourself of your per
sonal experience with 
Agnon. 

Kemp reiterates his support for 
Farrakhan's self-help message 
By MATTHEW DORF 

WASHINGTON (JTA) 
- Less than three weeks af
ter Jack Kemp drew the 
wrath of many Jewish ac
tivists for praising Louis 
Farrakhan, the Republican 
vice presidential candidate 
has again voiced support for 
the Nation ofIslam leader's 
self-help philosophy. In an 
interview scheduled to be 
aired September 27, Kemp 
told David Frost that 
Farrakhan 's message of self
reliance is one "that all of 
US, white and black, need to 
think about as we go' into 
the 21 stcentury."Kempalso 
said of last year's Million 
Man March in Washington: 

JACK KEMP, Republi
can vice-presidential can
didate: Repeats support 
for Farrakhan's self-help 
philosophy. 

"Part of the message was to be admired." 
At the same time, Kemp told Frost, "I have asked him 

publicly to renounce anti-Semitism, which is repugnant to 
me as a Christian and is repugnant to our American democ
racy." Kemp setoff a firestorm of criticism earlier this month 
when he praised part of Farrakhan 's philosophy in an inter
view with the Boston Globe. 

When asked his opinion of the Nation of Islam leader's 
self-help philosophy for the black community, Kemp said, 
"It'~ won~erful, if.s wonderful," according to a transcript of 
the tntervlew proVIded by the paper. Kemp said at the time, 
"Racism, bigotry, scapegoating and anti-Semitism are evil 
and must be eradicated at every turn if we are to move 
forward as a society, one nation under God, with liberty and 
justice for all." Like Kemp's earlier remarks, his latest 
statements drew fire from Jewish Democrats. "He doesn't 
understand," said Stephen Silberfarb, deputy associate di
rector of the National Jewish Democratic Council. 

"You can't separate the 
messenger of hate from the 
messenger." "What whites 
and blacks need to think 
about going into the 21 st 
century is working together, 
not working with an anti
Semitic, bigot racist." 

Abraham Foxman, na
tional director of the Anti
Defamation League, said, 
"It's sad that Jack Kemp 
continues to persist in mis-
understanding how this is- ABRAHAM FOXMAN, 
sue impacts on the Jewish national director, Anti-
community." "You simply Defamation League: "You 
cannot separate Farrakhan 's can't separate 
anti-Seniitism from his meso' . ·Far.rakhnn's· a'riti-

- 'sage -of self-reliarice," 'said' 'Sem!itisin 'from his' nies-' 
Foxman.' ,.,., , , . sage of self-reliance:" , ., 
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Shabbas cholent & other meat recipes 
7'wr·i he following recipes 

H are reprinted with 
)tL permission from 

That Hungarian'S ill My 
Kitchen. 
SHABBAS CHOLENT 

By GRANDMA OLAN 
and SORAH (PENNY) 
WEISS-MARCU 
Preparation time: 2 to 4 
hours. 
1/2 cup cholent beans 
Short ribs, enough for fam
ily 
I whole onion, cut halfway 
through 
1 large onion, cut into 
eighths 
1 tablespoon ketchup 
Salt, two shakes 
1 teaspoon chili powder 
Garlic salt, two good shakes 
Pepper, to taste 
3 or 4 potatoes, peeled and 
cut in large pieces 
112 cup barley 
I kishka (meatless sausage), 
whole (optional) 
Parsley, two sprigs, if de
sired 

Soak cholent beans in 
water 1 to 2 hours. Put short 
ribs in large roasting pan. 
Scatter the onions over the 
ribs. Add ketchup, salt,chili 
powder, garlic salt, pepper. 
and potatoes. Cover with 
water. Add the soaked 
cholent beans and the bar
Icy. Bake in an oven at 2500 

to 275 0
• When the cholent is 

done. about 2 hours, add thc 
kishka and the parsley. 

Lima beans or red or navy 
beans may be used instead 
of the cholcnt beans, but 
they must be soaked before 
adding to the recipe. The 
kosher cholent beans have a 
nice assortment of beans. 

Serves 4 to 8. 
This is a Shabbas recipe. 

If cooking for Shabbas, do 
so 4 hours before sundown. 

Set the oven at 3500 to 375 0 

and the cholent will be done 
the same night. If cooking 
in an oven at 225 0

, the 
cholent can stay in the oven 
overnight while cooking 
slowly, or it can be made in 
a slow cooker crock pot. 

*** 
MEATLOAF 

By ANN FOSTER 
Preparation time: 1-112 
hours. 
Crisco (white vegetable 
shortening) 
2 medium onions, chopped 
fine 
2 pounds ground beef 
4 eggs 
2/3 cup bread crumbs 
1/4 cup ketchup 
Salt and black pepper, to 
taste 

Saute onions in shorten
ing. Place ground beef in 
mixing bowl. Loosen with 
hands. Breakeggsoverbcef. 
Add sauteed onions, bread 
crumbs, ketchup, and salt 
and pepper. Mix well. Bake 
in greased meat loaf pan at 
3250 for 1-1/2 hours. 

Serves 8. 
:\: * :I: 

VEAL GOULASH 
By SUSAN WEISS 
Prcparali"I1 timc: about 
hour. 
4 tcaspoons fat or oil 
2 large onions, diced 
3 pounds veal 
I teaspoon salt 
3 teaspoons paprika 
I grecn peppcr, sliced 
I tomato 
I cup water 

Saute onions. Cut veal 
into 2-inch cubes. Add to 
the onions. Add other ingre
dients and very little water, 
about 1 cup. Cook at me
dium heat until the veal is 
tender, about 1 hour. 

Serves 6. 

*** 
WET ROAST (fabulous) 
By SORAH (PENNY) 
WEISS-MARCU 
Preparation time: 27 min
utes per pound of roast. 
112 onion, sliced 
1 package Goodman's on
ion soup mix 
5-6 pounds beef roast 
1 cup ketchup 
4 tablespoons horseradish 
sauce 
4 tablespoons mustard 
1-2 heaping tablespoons 
apricot preserves 
Coca Cola 

On the bottom of a large 
roaster, lay the slices of on
ion, then sprinkle with a 
small amount of thc soup 
mix. Put roast in pan. flat 
side up. Sprinkle thercmain
der of the soup mix on the 
meat. Mix together ketchup, 
horseradish sauce, mustard, 
preserves. and enough Coca 
Cola to make at least 2-1/4 
cups liquid. Mix thoroughly. 
Pour over thc roasl. Cover 
and bake in the oven at325°. 
It comcs Dill very tender. It 
will take approximately 2 
hours and )1I1inlltcs to COOK 

a::; f"()und roast. 
NOTE: At 225-25tf, the 

roast ,'·Ill COOK all day and 
be rc. 'I'Shahha: .. l\lsll. 
less le.ll " ,\),,1 at a I!),,' t(,l1~ 
pcratlll ' .. \ the n "0.:1 ~" \ "

Inoist. SL I \ ,,'" X to 

To order "That HUIl

garian's in My 
Kitchen", send $16.50 
U.S. to Five StarPubli
cations, --1696 West 
Tyson St .. Chandler, 
Arizona, 85226-2903, 
with a note asking for 
the book. You can also 
call 1-800-545-7827 or 
602-940-8182 to order 
the book. 

Around the Jewish world: 
Jews leaving South Africa to flee widespread crime 
By SUZANNE BELLING 

JOHANNESBURG(JTA)-Forthefirst 
time in years, there were High Holiday seats 
available in South Africa's most popular 
synagogues. The reason for the vacancies: 
Jewish emigres fleeing the country's ram
pant crime. 

Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris, who has repeat
edly called on the country's Jews to remain 
and work toward creating a 

townships. But with the end of apartheid, 
crime has spilled over into the affluent sub
urbs, although the crime rate in the black 
townships remains higher than in white ar
eas. 

A young doctor, who prefers to remain 
anonymous for professional reasons, said he 
is emigrating to Australia with his family 
"because I 'm concerned about the crime and 

violence (and) their toll on 
the economy." 

better future for South Af
rica, gave sermons at sev
eral synagogues over Rosh 
Hashanah calling on Jews 
not to "occupy the twilight 
zone of hesitation and inac
tivity. " 

"Those who felt South 
Africa had a chance - albeit 
not a good one - should make 
a contribution toward a suc
cessful outcome," he said. 

In the 1970s and earlier, 
Jews emigrated to protest 
the country's system of 

With the end of 
apartheid, crime 
has spilled over 
into the affluent 
suburbs, although 
the crime rate in 
the black 
townships remains 
higher. 

He said he did not con
sider making aliyah "be
cause I can't speak Hebrew 
and Australia is very simi
lar to South Africa." 

Uri Bar-Ncr, a shaliach 
based at the South African 
Zionist Federation, feels 
people leaving for countries 
other than Israel "arc mak
ing a big mistake. They 
should go to Israel for ideo-
logical reasons - because 
that is our Jewish home-

land." 
He called on the 20,000 fom1er South 

Africans living in Israel "who have made a 
tremendous success of their lives there" to 

... .. . .. 

Fresh Baked 
Goods 

Fruits & Vegetables 

"We are famous for our fresh fruits & vegelab\8s" 
Free Delivery! To place order call: 

489·5546 or 489-5023 t;~ 

leWISH POST & NEWS is now online! 
Open up The Jewish Post & News home page at: www.jewishpost.mb.ca 

Questions? Comments? Submissions? 
e-mail usatjewishp@pangea.ca 

. PlI t your ad into rile Jewish Post & News website. Have it be see" 
by a potetlUal audie1lce 0fte1ls OftllOlISallds. 

• PersoII als 011 this website 11Iay be seen m'olllul the world. E:l1}{l1Id 
)'01/,- access to tlze worldwide l"ter/wt audience, which 1l0W 
IIllm(JerS o/ler 50 million! 

.Life C),cfe el'ellis lI'ill (Je seen by ,-elalil'es and acquai1lta1lces 
ar(wll(( tlw world - birtlls. deal/IS, bar/bat mitZI'ahs. engagemellts 
(//1(1 marriages. 

. , . 

Biggerbetterbagels 
and more! 

20 Different Preservative-Free Bagels, Baked Fresh Daily 
17 Flavours of Cream Cheeses 

Deli Bagel Sandwiches 
Office & Home Catering 

.,. . . . . . . 

••• • • • • • apartheid; in the 1980s, they left becaus,", 
they feared a revolution in South Africa's 
transition to democracy. But since the 1994 
elections in which Nelson Mandela was 
elected president, the main reason South 
African Jews are leaving is crime. 

convey this message to their forn1er compa-
triots. "They arc not highlighting their 1204 Pembina Highway 
achieven'ents, the ql.lali~y Qf.lifl;)" .Jsra~l, . 

Phone: 452-2333 

. During the aparth~i~ years, the ~Q~Wy':; 
white population was,-Iargely oblIvIOUS lp 
the high.jneitiern;e,of o~j.J)1e in the black 

, .... v" . " '. . , '. :.<0._, ~··.cn. and' arc 'p·erpetinlting. ·the" 'pb'ceptiiln tf1~~:',· v'. '1.\ 

1 i v i ng: in ,Israe I is. U1 ffi t.tll t," .M .said,' .. .. • • ... • ;' .t..:..:.;.;.:....:..:;.:.,:.,.:.,...,;.,. .. ;:..:..,;..;.,.;.:.,:.,,:.,..~:;;..:..;,.;;.:.,."~~.,:.,;+r.,.,,.,.,...,.;;..,..;;.,;..ro*.,.,¥i~" ... 
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