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Danzker bequest largest single gift 
ever received by Jewish Foundation 

By MYRON LOVE 
Throughout his long life, 

Mark Danzker was a lead
ing mover and shaker in 
Winnipeg - both in the Jew
ish and general community. 

A man with tremendous 
energy, "Kid Dynamite", as 
the inimitable Jack Wells 
nicknamed him, was well 
known for his benevolence 
and generosity, 

Tn death, he has made sure 
that he will be able to con
tinue looking after his be
loved community through 
the largest individual gift 
ever received by the Jewish 
Foundation of Manitoba. 

On Monday, September 
30, the Jewish Foundation 
held a news conference at 
the newly-renamed 
Lombard Hotel to announce 
the $3 million bequest. 
Foundation President 
Marsha Cowan notcd that 
the Danzker gift is the sec
ond-largest ever given to a 
public foundation in Mani· 
toba, About$2,S million has 
already been paid over to 
the foundation. With the al
ready existing Mark and 
Dorothy Danzker Perpetual 
Trust Fund 01"$550,000, the 
Danzkers have left $3.55 
million to the foundation, 
pushing its capital assets 
past the $20 million mark. 

"Over the past few years, 
the foundation has distrib
uted over $9 million in the 
comlllunity," Cowan re
ported. "This gift will add 
considerably to the alllount 
we can distribute," 

Mark Danzker passed 
away on February 17, 1995, 
just short of his 93nl birth
day. He had spent the last 
eight yems of his lire in the 
Sharon Home. Dorothy 
Danzker died seven years 
earlier. Danzkerleft J110stor 
his estate to the Jewish 
Foundation. 

CAME TO CANADA 
IN 1907 

Danzkcr came to Canada 
with his family in 1907, 
Aflera rewyears in Winkler, 
the family moved to Winni
peg, where young Danzker 
was to make his mark in 
life, A successrul business
man, he formally entercd 
public life in 1959 when he 
ran for Winnipeg City Coun
cil. (Councillors were still 
called aldermen at that 
time.) 

He retired undefeated in 
1968. During his time on 

The late Dorothy and Mark Danzker: He was long active 
in Jewish and general communities. 

MARSHA COWAN, Jew
ish Foundation president: 
Gift will "add consider
ably to amount we can dis
tribute." 

council, he wore nUlllerous 
bats. including deputy mayor 
and chair or the Winnipcg 
Enterprises Corporation, 

Danzkerwas an .III-round 
athlcte in his youth, He par
ticularly loved baseball and 
was instrumental in bring
ing the rirst Winnipeg 
Goldeyes team to Winni
peg in 1954. He was also 
part ofthc negotiating com
mittee that brought the city 
thePan-AmGamcsin 1967, 

VOLUNTEERED IN 
JEWISH COMMUNITY 

During his life, he served 
on nUlllerous community 
boards. Among other roles, 
he was president of the 
YMHA, thc Mid-West Re
gion or the Zionist Organi
zation of Canada, and 
Glendale Golf and Country 
Club, He was also an early 
supporter of the Jewish 
Foundation. He served as 
president in 1972 and 1973 
and was chair of its board of 
governors from 1980 until 
his passing, 

DANIEL RUTH, cxecu
ti vc vicc-president, 
Sharon IIome: "Pleased 
and exeited to be the di
rect beneficiary of Mr. 
Danzker's generosity." 

1 Il gratitude to the Sharon 
Homc, he has designated 20 
per cent of the interest 
earncd annually on his be
quest to the foundation for 
the Jewi,h seniors resi
dence. "We arc very pleased 
and excited to be thc direct 
bencficiary of MI. 
Danzker's generosity," says 
Daniel Ruth, the Sharon 
Homc's executive vicc
president. "We arc current Iy 
developing longrange plans 
for the home, The ongoing 
income from this endow
ment fund could well be 
critical in our drive to main
tain Ollr JeWish Idcntity, pro
grams and services in an era 
of funding cuts at regular 
intervals, This gives us 
greater flcxibility in meet
ing the needs of our rcsi
dents, and those clients who 
reside elsewhere in the city." 

Funding will also go to 
the creation of a baseball 
diamond - named after 
Danzker - at the Asper Jew
ish Community Campus, 

The remuinder of the 

yearly interest will be dis
tributed according to the 
decisions of the executors 
in consultation with the 
foundation. Eventually, 
when the executors arc no 
longer around, the alloca
tion and distribution will be 
detcnnined by the founda
tion board, 

Controversial 
Old City 

tunnel among 
stops for 
Sukkot 
visitors 

JERUSALEM (JTA) -
Thousands of Israelis and 
tourists made thc traditional 
pilgrimage last wcek to Je
rusalcm for the holiday 01' 
Sukkot. some walking 
through the archaeological 
tunnel ncar the Temple 
Mount that was the focus of 
the violencc in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, 
. The Israeli government's 

decision to open the north
crn entrance to the tunnel 
had sparked the violencc 
two weeks ago, in which 15 
Israelis and at least·57 Pal
estiniam died. 

The government closed 
thc entrance for Shabbat, 
then opcned it again with
out any nwjor incident, be
cause security was bcefed 
up around thc Old City and 
in the Westcrn Wall plazain 
particular. Some stone
throwing iilCldents were re
ported ill eastern Jerusalem, 
but no one was hurt. 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu accused the Pal
estiniansofusing the tunnel 
"as an excuse" for the vio
lence two weeks ago and 
said he would refuse to ne
gotiate closing it down, 

Last wcek, visitors were 
able to pass through the tun
nel, from the southern en
trance in the Western Wall 
plaza to the new entrance III 
the Christian Quarter. Tens 
ofthOlisands ofpeople camc 
September 30 to the West
ern Wall to receive the tra
ditional priestly blessing 
from Kohanim. 
(Cont. on page 15. See 
"Tunnel draws Sukkot 
visitors" .) 
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Netanyahu returns to israel; 
reactions to D.C. summit vary 

JERUSALEM (JTA)
Reactions to last week's 
Middle East summit in 
Washington were mixed as 
Israeli Premier Benjamin 
Netanyahu returned home. 
Israeli officials hailed the 
summit as a success and 
Palestinian officiuls ex
pressed dismay as the two 
sides prepared to return to 
the ncgotiating table Scp
tember 29 at the Ercz Cross
mg. 

The Israeli redeployment 
from most of the West Bank 
town of Hebmn and other 
sccurity issucs are to top the 
agenda of the renewed talks, 
which arc to be mediated by 
U.S. Middle East cnvoy 
Dennis Ross. Some officials 
hcre said they thought that 
Netanyahu and President 

BILL CLINTON, U.S. 
president: Disappointed 
that Netallyahu, Ararat 
couldn't reach formal 
agrcctncnt. 

CI inton had a tacit agl cement on the datc of ilnlsrael Defense 
Force rcdeploymcnt in Hcbron. And Israel RadiO reported 
that Netanyahll was bel ieved to have given the Palestinians 
a document outlining the government's security principles 
in general, and on Hebron in particular. 

Clinton. who has since expressed disappointmcnt that thc 
negotiators were not able to reach any formal agreeillent at 
the sUlllmit, convcned thc Washington mecting to salvage 
thc peacc process after it was r<lvagcd by thc CXplllslon of 
violence two weeks ago, Rioting by Palestinians - touchcd 
01'1' when Israel opened a new entrance to an archaeologicul 
tunnel alongsidc the Temple Mount in Jerusalem's Old City 
- qu ickly escalated out of control, with Pal cst in ian police and 
Israeli soldiers cxchanging gunfire. By the end of the week, 
5H Palestinians ami 15 Israclis were killed. 

"The Isracl i government's expectations for thc Washington 
summit was that we would not conclude anything substantive, 
and that if any such progress is made, it will be around thc 
negotiating tablc this weck," Moshc Katzav, Israel's tourism 
minister, told Israeli media. "In my opinion, Netanyahu suc
cessfully attained the objcctive he sct for himsclf." 

Knessct mcmber Ehud Barak of the Labor Party said 
Nctanyahu had succeeded in buying time, but real succcss 
would depend on what actions he takes. Barak, also a former 
Israeli foreign minister, added, "Ararat and Nctilnyahu to
gether Illaneuvered the peace process to Ille brink oC explo· 
sion." Palestinian Council member Ziad Abu-Zlad said he 
was disappointed with the sUlllll1it's outCOIl1C. "If Prime 
Minister Netanyahu remains a prisoner to his Ideology, there 
will be violcnce," Abu-Ziad said, "He must understand that 
thc governlllcntmust change its positions 1'01 the process 10 
continue." 
(Cont. on page 8. See "Nctanyahul'cturns to Israel".) 

Poll: Israelis still back peace process 
JERUSALEM (,fTA) - Most Israelis support the pcacc 

process with the Palestinians, but many expressed dissatis
faction with the pcrformance or Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. according to a poll published last week. The 
poll, published Octobcr I in the Isracli daily Ma' ariv, found 
that 79.5 percent of the 521 pcople surveyed favored pursu
ing the implementation of the Israeli-Palestinian peace ac
cords. But 57 percent ofthosc surveyed saiel Netanyahll dealt 
unsatisfactorily with the violcnce two weeks ago in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Fiftecn Israelis and at least 57 Palestinians died in the 
violence, which was sparked by the Isracli government's 
dccision to open an entrance to an archaeological tunnel ncar 
the Tcmple Mount. The poll also said 54 percent believed 
that Netanyahu 's decision to open the entrance was a mis
takc. Nonetheless, 60,5 percent of the respondents said they 
wanted to keep the tunncl entrance open. 


