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Israeli sports controversies familiar to North Americans 
Stories about teams struggling for survival, players demanding superstar salaries 

"".:.: ....... '-'>w' 
'N i!'~, ave you ever seen 
~::.~ ~:!:~: . 
""r-',,·." a movie play or ~:~:~ ~:.~.: " 
2k .ZL read a novel in 
which you recognized the 
plot or circumstance and 
could easily relate to the 
characters? 

SPORTING TOUCH 

HARVEY ROSEN 

The more I read and 
learned about sport in Israel 
when I visited the Holy Land 
in August, the more I began 
to rcalize that the fun-and
games departments abroad 

are no different from those 
we enjoy in North America. 

The National League of 
soccer was just gettmg un
derway in the intense heat 
of latc summer and sports 
pages, as ours are wont to 
do, were teeming with 
schedules, advance profiles, 
summations of last season, 
prcdicitions and previewsof 
the 1996-97 campaign, 
which is going to be better 
than ever. 

When you read about 
various clubs (sides?) in the 
16-team elite Israeli league, 
it requires little imagination 
to identify similar circum
stances in the National 
Hockey League here in 
North America. 

The anguish of fans and 
owners is also similar. Sup-

TOM STRANGE 

Stephen Tio, General Manager, 
is pleased to announce that 
Tom Strange has returned to 
the dealership ami has 
assumed the position of LexlIs 
Sales Manager,Tom brings over 
a decade of luxury automobile 
experience with him to 
\Voodhaven and invites his 
customers and friends to call 
or drop by the Lexus 
Showroom. 

3700 Portage • 889-3700 

porters rant about the lack 
of loyalty of local soccer 
stars who w ish to play in 
Europe and earn the same 
fortunes bestowed on our 
superstars. 

Owners there also com
plain that there is no way 
they can possibly survive, 
since they cannot compete 
dolJarwise with their more 
affluent counterparts. 

There is, for example, 
Hapoel Zafririm Holon, 
which might remind you of 
our dear departed Jets club, 
now relocated in Phoenix. 
The Israeli club plays in 
Holon Municipal Stadium, 
which seats a mere 3,000 
compared with Maccabi Tel 
Aviv (Hello New York 
Rangers), which has a ca
pacity of 45,000. 

The Jets, I mean Hapoel 
Zafririm Holan, are "sad
dled with massive financial 
problems that sti II remain 
unresolved." It The team's 
future is, of course, in seri
ous doubt. Last-minute ne
gotiations have been held 
with town mayor Susan 
Thompson - I mean Motti 
Sasson - to find a solution in 
time for the team's opening 
league match. 

One article also stated 
that "There is a huge ques
tion mark over Holon's abil
ity to avoid relegation to the 

Jewish Women 
I ntematiollal 

Bowling League 
By BELLE DAITER 
September 18 
IIIGII TRIPLE: 
I) Sadie Wolfson, 556 (233, 
174); 
2) Renie Elfenbien, 500 
(194, 170); 
3) Annette Axclrou, 499 
(178, 174): 
4) Joyce Rosenhek, 494 
(173,166): 
5) Chama Gilman,483 (162, 
162). 
I1IGII SINGLE: 
I) Maggie Rayter, 179, 166; 
2) Belle Daiter, 157; 
3) Kay Sera, 156. 
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second division." (I think 
that's like the International 
Hockey League where Win
nipeggers get to watch the 
Manitoba Moose.) 

Then there is Hapoel 
Haifa which might remind 
you of one of the six origi
nal NHL clubs. The pre
view states: "The club with 
one of the most talented 
squads in local soccer has 
failed to live up to expecta
tions since Scotty Bowman 
- I mean Rubie Shapira -
took over three seasons ago. 
A pair of Croatian imports 
have been added to bolster 
the cause. Doubtless, the 
club was not going to be 
outbid for their services by 
Zafririm Holon. 

Hapoel Petah Tikva 
could easily be the Edmon
ton Oilers, but the man in 
charge is NirLevin, not Glen 
Sather. You sec, the Israeli 
club which plays in an 
8,500-seat stadium, has had 
to sell off its talented play
ers to generate enough funds 
so that the club can continue 
to operate. An unattractive 
lineup has made it qu ite dif
ficult to find an investor who 
would snap up the once
famed ou tfi t, even for a 
meagre sum. 

The aforementioned cir
cumstance also applies to 
Hapoel Beit She'an, whose 
municipality is too poor to 
chip in with cash, and 
Hapoel Jerusalem, whose 
future in the National 
League "looks precarious 
even before it has been re
newed." 

Then everyone is assured 
that the big four - Maccabi 
Tel Aviv, Maccabi Haifa, 
Hapoel Haifa and Betar Je
rusalem, despite their mis
erable failures in Europe, 
"will hold their own in the 
domestic competitions" 
since they have the purchas
ing power to attract the most 
talented local players and a 
few good foreigners as well. 
(Whenl typed the last para
graph, my typewriter began 
to play the tunc "By the time 
I get to Phoenix".) 

Who says travel doesn't 

broaden the mind? 
POST PATTER: 

• After Marshall Peikoff 
reads Freda Glow's article 
in The Jewish Post & News, 
in which she wrote a story 
about yours truly, he may 
want to make application to 
the Sharon Home. Freda lists 
Peikoff as the oldest person 
I have ever interviewed at 
age 90. The late track and 
field star Laurie Cohen's 
name should have appeared 
in that category . Peikoffwas 
a wonderful junior hockey 
prospect in the late' 50s and 
early '60s who is about 35 
years younger. He still looks 
as ifhe could play with the 
Moose. 

Keep in touch with Sport
ing Touch. Send news about 
Jewish sports to Harvey 
Rosen, 1053 Sinclair Street. 
Winnipeg, MB. R2V 2Y4. 

Recreation Men's Bowling League 
By SAUL LONDON, secretary 

Weekly high scores - week of October 2 
HIGH TRIPLE: 
Terry Robinson, 550 (192, 190); Mickey Rosenberg, 534 
(190); Jack Buchalter, 526; Ken Sasley, 521 (194); Hersh 
Doctoroff, 519; Chuck Rubin, 502. 

HIGH SINGLE: 
Earl Barish, 191; Sheldon Gillbennun, 181. 
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TAKE YOUR FINANCIAL ADVISORS, with their expertise 
and personal touch. 

ADD FIDELITY, with its resources and experience. 

Your financial advisors know you, your goals, your 
expectations. And Fidelity knows the world of investing. 

Noyv, with BriCln KCltz and Joel CogCln joining forces 
at Nesbitt Burns, 
WHAT YOU GET IS A COMBINATION THAT SPELLS 
REMARKABLE VALUE FOR YOUR INVESTMENT 
DECISIONS. 

~FidelilY 
V-l' Inlleslmenls' 

(IE)) NESBITT BURNS 

JOEL COGAN 
B. Comm. (Hons.) 
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Winnipeg 
families 
celebrate 
sukkot 

Amy Weizman: 
Anti-Semitic 
moment 
at a Winnipeg 
high school 
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Rabbi Deborah Schloss, Shaarey Zedek's new assistant rabbi stands in front of shelves 
in. her office, fi.lIe~ with,~ome of the books on Jewish religion and heritage she brought 
wI.th ~er to Wmmpeg: I feel comfortable here," she said, after nearly two months in 
thiS city. 

City'sfirstfemale Conservative 
rabbi offers creative approach 
Deborah Schloss Shaarey Zedek 's assistant rabbi since August 

By MATT BELLAN 
On a Saturday in late September, Rabbi 

Deborah Schloss stood on the banks of the 
Assiniboine Riirernear Shaarey Zedek Syna
gogue, leading a group of children in a 
special Rosh Hashanah tashlich service. 

Tashlich is a centuries-old ceremony, 
symbolizing a casting off of sins, explained 
the kippah-clad young rabbi. 

"For the sin of procrastination, we throw 
stale bread," Schloss had the synagogue's 
Junior Congregation members intone, as 
they flung the small pieces of bread into the 
water. 

"For the sin of moping around when wc 
coulu have been more cheerful, we throw 
sourdough bread." 

Then, Schloss had the children impro
vise: "For the sin of _," they chanted, 
filling in the blanks, "we throw __ bread." 

That creative, child-tailored approach to 
an otherwise sombre ceremony offered a 
hint at tile outlook of Shaarcy Zedck Syna
gogue's new assistant rabbi. 

"What attracts me to the Conservative 
Judaism movement is the blcnd of mouer
nity and tradition," Schloss said in an inter
view in her book-lined office at thc syna
gogue last week, nearly two 1I10nths after 
starting her job here. 

Schloss is the first female rabbi to be 
hired by a Winnipeg Conservative syna
gogue. Tracy Klirs, the city's first female 
rabbi, served for several years in the mid-
1980s as spiritual leader of Temple Sha
lom, the local Reform synagogue. 

BORN AND RAISED IN 
CONNECTICUT 

Born in Fairfielu, Connecticut, the new 
assistant rabbi at Winnipeg's biggest syna
goguc is in her 30s. She went to a Hebrew 
school and a Jewish Sunday School in 
Fairfield,Connecticut, anu attended a Re
form temple in a suburb of that city with the 

rest of her family. 
Schloss is cheerful and laughs often and 

easily. But her years of post-high school 
studies hint at her intellectual depth and 
varied interests. She took an undergraduate 
degree at Brandeis University in Waltham, 
Massachussetls, majoring in pscyhology and 
minoring in legal studies, and took other 
courses including Judaic studies. 

A semester studying at the Hebrew Uni
versity of Jerusalem before her final year at 
Brandeis increased her interest in her reli
gion and heritage, and in the idea of becom
ing a rabbi. 

"There I experienced Judaism in a way I 
didn't have the opportunity to do before
hand," Schloss recalled." I came face to face 
with my heritage - not just reading and 
hearing about it, but confronting my history 
and the history of my ancestors." 

At that point, she considered eventually 
going to rabbinical school, but wa:;n't snre. 
"I knew I wanted to work in the Jewish 
community." 

Among other career opt ions, Sch loss was 
considering getting involved inJewishcom
munity relations, public relations, psychol
ogy or other work with a Jewish connection. 

. She then pursued adouble Masters degree 
ln Los Angeles in public administration and 
Jewish communal service - a joint program 
of the Reform movement's Hebrew Union 
College and the University of Southern Cal i
fornia. 

From there, she uecided to enroll in the 
Jewish Theological Seminary - the Con
servative Judaism movement's training 
school for rabbis. Besides the blend of mod
ern and traditional, Conservative Judaism's 
"intellectual rigor" and "theology" appealed 
to her, she said. 
(Cont. on page 2. See" Deborah Schloss 
city's first female Conservative rabbi".) 

Jordan raises harsh voice 
against Israeli government 
JERUSALEM (JT A) -

Jordan has added its voice 
to the harsh criticism of the 
Israeli government's peace 
policies. The unprecedented 
attack on Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu' s poli
cies prompted a flurry of 
diplomatic contacts aimed 
at clarifying and easing fric
tion between the two coun
tries. King Hussein said in 
an interview last week that 
the Arab clluntries were 
"bordering on despair" with 
the lack ofIsrael's progress 
in the peace process with 
the Palestinians, and the re
sult could lead to renewed 
warfare. 

This, along with a formal 
complaint over the recent 
opening of a second en-

KING HUSSEIN: Dire 
con seq uences iflsrael fails 
to uphold signed agree
ments. 
trance to an archaeological 
tunnel in Jerusalem, was 
another indication that the 
usually warm relations with 

Russian leaders honor Jews at 
synagogue groundbreaking 

By LEV KRICHEVSKY 
MOSCOW (JTA) -

Russia's prime minister and 
other government officials 
provided significant support 
to the country' sJewish com
munity during a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
here last week for a new 
synagogue. 

The synagogue will be 
erected in memory of the 
2.7 million Soviet Jews that 
perished during the Holo
caust, said Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, who V I K TOR 
helped lay the foundation C HER NOM Y R DIN, 
October 8 for the synagogue Russian prime minister: 
at Victory Park. The place- Helped lay foundation for 
me~t of. the synagoguc, synagogue. 
which w1l1 stand alongside 
an Orthodox church and mosque, reflects a long-awaited 
show of religious unity. 

With the synagogue's inclusion in Victory Park, a state 
complex that honors Russia's sacrifices in World War II the 
Jewish c~ntribution to Russian history was given an equal 
footlllg With thc~ountry's Christian and Muslim populations. 
The synagogue IS expected to be complcted in time for the 
celebration of Moscow's 850th birthday in September 1997. 
The Orthodox church already stands in the park; the mosque 
is yet to be built. 

The presence of leading government officials at the 
groundbreaking ceremony - and their evident support of the 
synagogue project - was hailed by Jewish leaders. 'This is a 
significant event for the entire world," saiu Tankred 
Golenpolsky, publisherofthe Moscow-based biweekly news
paper Yevreyskaya Gazeta. 

"Russia was the last stronghold of state-sponsored anti
Sen~itism in the postwar world. Today, the country's prime 
mlllister has renounced anti-Semitism." Chernomyrdin and 
other governmental officials used the occasion to focus on 
the contribution of the country's Jews to the defeat of 
Nazism. Chernomyrdin also spoke movingly about the Holo
caust. ":'Ihen every third (Jew) died, no one from the living 
has the. rIght to forget it," Chernomyrdin said, referring to the 
one-third of world Jewry that perished during the Holocaust. 

Jordan had taken a frosty 
turn. Netanyahu played 
down the tensions, saying 
that even friends could have 
differences of opinion. 

"I have no doubt regard
ing our commitmcnts to 
peace with Jordan, devel
oping economic and politi
cal relations. I am commit
ted todiscussions with King 
Hussein and I see him as a 
very important partner," he 
told Kncsset reporters Oc
tober 8. Nevertheless, the 
prime minister's political 
adviser was expected to be 
dispatched to Amman last 
week for talks with Jorda
nian officials. And the state 
of relations was to be dis
cussed by senior Cabinet 
ministers and at the Foreign 
Ministry. 

In an interview with the 
newspaper A-Shaqr Al
Awsal. King Hussein 
warned of dire conse
quences ifNetanyahu failed 
to uphold Israel's signed 
agreements. "These agrce
mcnts are sacred," he said. 
Violatlllg them "will lead 
us right back to all the 
doubts, suspicions and fears 
we thought we had left be
hind." 

Hussein alluded to the 
1991 Gu If War, whcn 
Netanyahu, as deputy for
eign minister, was inter
viewed on lelevision wear
ing a gas mask, as protec
tive gear against a possible 
Iraqi chemical weapons at
tack. 

"Ifwe don't proceed vig
orously forward in atlain
ing a comprehensive peace 
in the region, the danger is 
there for all sorts of things 
to happen," he said, includ
ing "reliving the experi
ences" when Netanyahu 
"had to don his gas mask." 
Jordan also complained to 
Israel over the opening of a 
second entrance to a 
Hasmonean tunnel in Jeru
salem, which prompted the 
violent clashes in the terri
tories earlier this month. 

Citing the Israeli-Jorda
nian peace treaty, which 
acknowledges the 
Hashemite kingdom's spe· 
cial role with regard to the 
Muslim holy sites in Jerusa
lem, the complaint said Is
rael should have consulted 
Jordan before taking any 
steps. 

See related stories 011 

page 21,23. 
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