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Editor~ial/" comn1ent on Israeli Israeli news 

Netanyahu following in father's footsteps 
'\'\ l'\ T hat does Benjamin Netanyahu really stand for? 
Wfy'1/ In the weeks following his election as Israeli 
,~ W prime minister, Jewish leaders in the Diaspora 

compared him to Richard Nixon. Despite his reputation as a 
hardline anti-communist, Nixon became the first American 
president to visit Communist China. 

Although he is chair of the Likud Party, which has 
historically opposed Palestinian statehood, Netanyahu might 
also surprise us all, these leaders predicted. He might work 
swiftly toward accommodation with the Palestinians, Leba
nese and Syrians. 

Such breakthroughs still can't be ruled out, but five 
months after Netanyahu's election, an Israeli government 
ovenure to the Lebanese has gone nowhere, and the Syrians 
are talking of war. As for the Palestinians, they engaged in 
the biggest and bloodiest rebellion against Israeli rule last 
September since the Intifada ended in the early 1990s, 

By last week, even negotiations to resolve the issue of 
Israeli redeployment in Hebron had broken down, despite 
weeks of talks between Israelis and Palestinians, Yasser 
Arafat must share blame for the violence and the standoff 
over Hebron. But Netanyahu has ruled out any possibility of 
Palestinian statehood, and approved expansion of Jewish 
settlements in the occupied territories, despite the additional 
security problems that will create. He has given Arafat less 

Poll shows if election held now ... 

incentive to compromise. 
A news feature in The Jerusalem Post I nternational Edi

tion last summer offers some insights about the forces that 
shaped Netanyahu 's thinking. Headlined "From A to Bibi: A 
guide to Netanyahu", the story notes his family's tradition of 
suppon for the ideas of Ze'ev Jabotinsky, many of whose 
principles the modem Likud Party still supports. 

Netanyahu's father, Benzion, joined Jabotinsky's Revi
sionist movement in 1929, after Arab attacks on Jewish 
settlements in Palestine. J abotinsky advocated a Jewish state 
on both sides of the Jordan River, and opposed the 1922 
partition of Palestine that led to the creation of Transjordan. 
In the I 930s, he spoke out against another proposed scheme 
to divide the rest of Palestine between Jews and Arabs. 

"My mandate is to handle the national aspirations of the 
Jews, not the Palestinians," Benjamin Netanyahu told a 
Conference of American Jewish Organizations in New York 
last July. He also ruled out Palestinian statehood, a position 
he spelled out earlier in his book, Israel Al/lOllg the Nations, 
denying a Palestinian national identity even exists. 

Netanyahu might still prove to be a pragmatist, like 
Nixon, and break away from the rigid principles he was 
raised on. But his record in the peace process so far suggests 
he'll follow more in the ideological footsteps of his father, 
and Ze' ev J abotinsky. 

Barak would defeat Netanyahu 
poll conducted by 
the Chanoch
Smith Centre re-

vealed that Labor Knesset 
member and former minis
ter of foreign affairs Ehud 
Barak would defeat Prime 
Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu with a three per 
cent lead, ifan election were 
held now. 

BEH1NDTHEHEADLINES 

YORAM EAST 

The poll conducted 
among 50(} Jewish Israelis 
from all walks of life, has a 
four-per-cent margin of er
ror. 

It is imponant to note that 
on the eve of the last elec
tions, Netanyahu had an I I 

EHUD BARAK: Three 
per cent lead over current 
prime minister among 
Jewish voters polled. 

percent \cad among Jewish 
voters. 

Other results showed that 
current Labor Party Chair 
Shimon Peres and 
Netanyahu both enJoy 
around 42 per cent of the 
support in the Jewish sec
tor, which means a signifi-
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cant increase in Peres' popu
larity. It also indicates that 
should Israelis goto the polls 
in the immediate future, 
Peres and the Labor Party 
would easily defeat 
Netanyahu and the Likud, 
considering the support for 
each candidate in the gen
eral Israeli popUlation -Jews 
and non-Jews alike. 

Meanwhile, Labor Party 
members, including rela
tively young and new poli
ticians and former army 
generals are locked in an 
internal battle for the lead
ership of the party. This 
fight to inherit Shimon 
Peres' job is especially im
p0I1ant because the opposi
tion is launching all-out 
propaganda and political 
campaigns against 
Netanyahu and his govern
ment. 

Only a few weeks ago, 
the Knesset voted non-con
fidence in the government, 
a humiliating vote: 
Netanyahu survived it only 
because <It least 61 mem
bers of the Knesset must 
join a non-confidence vote 
which will topple the prime 
minister. The margin last 
week was only 44 to 42. 

Some political analysts 
believe elections may be 
called any time in the near 
future, so the leadership 
struggle in the Labor Pany 
is crucial. 

The leading contender for 
Peres' position is Ehud 
Barak, who enjoys the sup
pon of many oldtimers in 
the Labor Party, as well as 
segments of the newer gen
eration. His main challeng
ers include Chaim Ramon, 
one of the pany's flamboy
ant young leaders, who led 
the Histadrut after a contro
versial move which ousted 
traditional Histadrut lead
ers. That brought Ramon 
into conflict with the par
ty's patriarchs, the late prime 
minister Yizchak Rabin and 

Peres. 
Another contender, who 

shows the ability to mobi
lize important supporters, is 
Knesset memberDr. Efraim 
Sneh. An MD by training, 
Sneh is also a retired army 
general with experience in 
dealing with the Palestin
ians in the occupied territo
ries. Known to be extremely 
ambitious and a former pro
tege of Rabin, Sneh is the 
son of the late Dr. Moshe 
Sneh, a historic leader of 
Israel's left wing, who over 
the years moved from the 
centre to the leadership of 
the formercommunist party. 

Sneh, who comes from a 
"political environment", 
organized a special confer
ence to launch his campaign 
for the party le'ldership. 
Sneh is using the Labor slo
gan "emet" (truth), which 
were the letters of the Labor 
Party during the last elec
tions, Sneh's slogan said: 
"Emet will win with Efraim 
Sneh". 

Sneh, who tried not to at
tack most other contenders, 
could not refrain from indi
rectly criticizing Ehud 
Barak, accusing him of 
Nctanyahu-like manners. "I 
hear that our people are sick 
and tired with the Netanyahu 
style of politics - arrogance 
and sacrificing all for one, I 
can change all of this." 

At this stage it is still dif
ficulttodetermine who leads 
the contenders. The Smith 
poll didn't include Efraim 
Sneh or Chaim Ramon and 
others as subjects for the 
poll, together with 
Netanyahu, Peres and 
Barak. Judgingby the events 
in the Labor Party, though, 
it's possible that in the near 
future, the Israeli electorate 
will be asked to evaluate the 
chances of new contenders 
for prime ministership of 
Israel. 

The ",riter lil'es in Winni
peg. 

Dry Bones 
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\F ean" s(~s 
OJ~R~ NOW 
L'Si~NING. 

Tensions with Syria escalate as 
two Israelis die in Lebanon 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Tensions between Israel and 
Syria escalated last week amid reports that Israel planned to 
drill for oil on the Golan Heights. At the same time, ongoing 
hostilities heated up in southern Lebanon, where two Israeli 
soldiers were killed and five others were wounded in a 
Hezbollah attack. Maj. Ori Azulai, 25, of Kiryat Shmona, 
and Staff Sgt. Tom Karin, 20, of Kibbutz Ein Gev, were 
killed October 25, when their paratroop patrol detonated 
four roadside charges that were set by the Islamic fundamen
talist group. Azulai and Karin were buried October 27. 

The head of the Israel Defense Force northern command, 
Maj. Gen. Amiram Levine, said hostilities in southern Leba
non had heated up ever since Lebanon concluded its parlia
mentary elections in September. "We are talking about two 
or three clashes a day," Levine said. 

Meanwhile, the situation with Syria remained tense after 
reports that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had given 
the go-ahead for exploratory oil drills on the Golan Heights. 
In Damascus, the Syrian daily Tishrin said, "The green light 
~etanyahu has given for an oil drill on the Golan brings with 
It a dangerous deterioration of the situation. This is a threat 
to security, peace and stability in the region." 

In response to the recent reports, Israel's Infrastructure 
Ministry issued a statement denying plans for any drilling on 
the ~?lan. Th.e st~temcnt said that because of a government 
deCISIon to pnvatlze the Israel Oil Exploration company, all 
plans for new drilling had been frozen, including on the 
~olan Heigh~s. The situation with Syria has grown increas
I?gly t.ense slOce Syrian troops moved into offensive posi
tlOns. 10 Lebano~' s Bekaa Valley in September. Israel i 
Intelhgenceofflclals havesaid Syrian PresidentHafezAssad 
may consider military action to try to force the stalled 
political process forward. 

Russia brings calming message 
of Syria's intent toward Israel 
~ERUSALEM (JTA) - Syria is not planning a military 

strIke at Israel, and Russia would not support aggression 
from Damascus. 111is was the calming message Russian 
Foreign MInIster Yevgeny Primakov delivered last week 
during a visit to Israel. 

','1 had n.o impressions that the Syrians were preparing any 
strIke agaInst Israel," Primakov said of his earlier stopover 
In Damascus. "Russia is not going to support any party that 
uses force," he told reporters in Tel Aviv on October 31 after 
brie~i~g Prime lI:1inistcr Benjamin Netanyahu on his round 
of.vlslts e~rh~r. 10 the week to Syria, Lebanon and Egypt. 
PrImakov s VISIt to Israel coincided with the fifth anniver
sary ?f the stan of the Madrid peace talks co-sponsored by 
RUSSIa and the United States. 

His visit cam~ .t~o days after Foreign Minister David 
Levy sharply crItiCIzed the recently published comments 
about a'possl~le Syrian military confrontation with Israel. 
Appearing before the Kncsset Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Con1l11lttee on October 29, Levy said, "If I were on the 
outsKle, I would think Israel is terrified." 

Hebron in the spotlight: 

On the one hand and on the other 
i,.,:· .... ···'b.. n the way home 
,:,§~ ,:, from the anc ient 
··t< .. Ji· Jewish city of 

Sussiya, in the I-lebron Hills 
- Illy companion and driver 
made a wrong turn at a 
Beduin intersection, and we 
ended up in the heart of 
downtown Hebron. 

MARGINAL COMMENT 

lice or security forces. It 
would just be that much 
easier to wholeheartedly 
endorse Netanyahu's nego
tiating slance, if those 
Hebron Jews displayed less 
obnoxious behavior. 

MELVIN FENSON 

An aerial view of Cave of the Patriarchs in Hebron: Even 
God-fearing Jews wonder about the cost in human lives 
for indulging the fundamentalists living there. 

But their character and 
behavior are not factors in 
the pol i tical scales today. 
After all, if every city that 
once experienced a pogrom 
is thereafter deemed forever 
Judenfrei, the map of Eu
rope would be substantially 
changed today. What better 
encouragement could there 
be for Arabs to slaughter 
neighboring smal\ Jewish 
communities 1han the assur
ance that Jews would never 
retum'? The presence of a yellow 

license plate, telegraphese 
for a Jewish car, alerted 
some friendly Hebronites to 
our plight. They sidled up to 
us, asked courteously in 
English where we were 
heading, and guided us 
swiftly out of town, and I 
should say, out of the possi
bility of an unfriendly inci
dent. 

In Arabic, Hebron is El
Khalil, the friend of God -
referring to Abraham who 
lived there, bought a burial 
plot, and is buried there with 
other of our forbears. It is 
also the first capital of Judea 
under David's rule, and as 
well, one of the four I-Ioly 
Cities of Israel (along with 
Jerusalem, Safed and 
Tiberias). 

Not to wonder that the 
400 Jewish residents of 
Hebron raise such security 
concerns that Peres, while 
prime minister, could not 
meet his own agreed dead
line on redeployment of Is
raeli troops in Hebron, (not 
a pullout, as tile foreign press 
would like you to believe). 
Nor is it any wonder that 
current Israeli Prime Minis
ter Benjamin Netanyahu is 
stretching our patience to 
the limits with his negotia
tions that seem intemlina
ble, although most observ
ers today accuse Arafat of 
delaying a final agreement 

in the hope that after 
Clinton's re-election, he will 
come down hard on Israel. 

Everyone familiar with 
Palestinian and Israeli his
tory knows that Hebron 
since time immemorial had 
aJewish population until the 
pogrom of 1929, in which 
67 Jews were slaughtered. 
Jewish settlement ended -
not to be resumed until after 
the 1967 Six Day war, when 
the Labor government per
mitted the return of Jews to 
this ancient city of 120,000 
Arabs. 

On the one hand there is no 
reason why Jews can live in 
every country in the world 
(except the Arab Gulf States 
and Jordan) and in every city 
except Hebron. To my 
knowledge, based on vari
ous periods of residence in 
Israel from 1949 on, I have 
never heard of Jews yealll
ing to live in Jenin, Ramallah, 
or other Arab cities in the 
West Bank. But the few hardy 
pioneers who reoccupied 
some fonner Jewish prop
erty in the town centre of 
I-Iebron refuse to be dis
lodged. Hebron is not Yamit. 

On the other hand, Jew
ish soldiers in substantial 
num bers are req ui red to pro
tect this band offundamen
talist believers. They in
clude among their small 
numbers, those who have 
made a national memorial 

of the grave of Dr. Baruch 
Goldstein, who killed over 
20 Arabs at prayer in the 
mosque of the tomb of our 
forefathers, the Machpelah. 
By any standard, Jews who 
worship and honor the 
memory of Baruch 
Goldstein harbor a severe 
moral defect. 

Simple questions are be
ing asked by intelligent, tol
erant and liberal people, 
among them religious and 
secular. Should your hus
band, son or grandson. dur
ing his service in the IDF, 
be asked to put his life on 
the line so intolerant Jews 
who have demonstrated 
contempt for Arabs, and 
worship the memory of 
Baruch Goldstein, will be 
permitted to indulge their 
fundamentalist commit
ment to live in Hebron? 

The complex issue is cur
rently being ignored by 
those charged with creating 
the security arrangements in 
Hebron. Negotiations arc 
proceeding on the assump
tion that a handful of Jews 
who have chosen to live in a 
city that really is a historic 
Jewish shrine, deserve pro
tection. Especially after the 
Palestinian Authority's se
curity forces turned their 
guns on Israelis, there is no 
illusion that the lives of Jews 
can be entrusted to the seCll
rity provided by Arab po-

This is the inarticulate 
dilemma, among the many, 
befuddling Israelis today. 
We are dealing with a nego
tiating partner who likes to 
whip up his audiences into a 
frenzy of fundamentalist 
ecstasy by using the incen
diary word Jihad. The 
Hebron issue merely high
lights the tension of this 
stage of the peace negotia
tion by focusing the spot
light on a Jewish commu
nity characterized by intol
erance. Only recently, seven 
Jewish soldiers lost their 
lives defending the right of 
a handful of yeshiva stu
dents to worship at the Tomb 
of Joseph, in Shechem 
(Nablus). 

I don't want to join the 
ranksofourbolsheviks who 
mock any symbol oj' tradi
tion. Their behavior is part 
of the reason Israel chose a 
new government. But even 
God-fearing, synagogue
going, Bible-reading Jews 
wonder at the cost in human 
Ii ves or indulging some seg
ments of our community in 
thei r rei igious commitments 
that place others at great risk. 

(Readers are invited to 
berate, belabor, agree or 
disagree with me by email 
at - shani@math.huji.ac.il 

The writer/ives ill Jeru
salcm. 

Quotes of the week . .' 
. . 

'tf t's true that Jacques Chimc has a pro-Arab policy. He 
J1 didn't hide it. I am among the individuals who deplore 
it. 11 

- Joseph Sill'lIk, chief rabbi of France, commenting on 
French Presidellf Jacques Chime's visit to Israel thc week 
bcj(Jrc. 

. 
e're mad at Arafat. He's apparently trying to 
stall." 

1~ \\)~Sl· 
S' .:? 

- Shai Ba:ak, a spokesperson for Israeli Prime Ministcr 
Benjamin Netanyahu, ajier Palestinian leader Yassel' Arafat 
lejifora Irip to Europe last week, amid reports talks between 
Israeli and Palestinian ncgotiators over Israeli redeploy
ment in the Hehron area were deadlocked again. 

~ t 'W;}'f! e are extremely ~oncemed. We asked dif;,icult 
"IV ·t questlons ... but did not get clear answers. 

HchrO/r Jell' ish settlement leader Noam lImon, ajier 
meeting lI'ith Primc /I'/inisler Nt'fanyahu a/m/II planned 
Israeli redeployment in thL; lIehrOir area. 

UlfrtV:'v e are working on this matter." 
l' -Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy, when 

asked whether tensioll with Syria had calmed dowlI. 

w 11\,T etany~h~ may believe tha~ the best thing is if the 
. .t i PalestllllUns agree to Israel s terms. And if not, he'll 

let the whole (process) collapse." 
- Jel'/lsalem Post news editor Dall Izellberg, 011 Prime 

Millister Netwlya!ru's 10llgterm plallsfor the peace process. 

1 f fl,. ccusations should not be made before records 
h. '~h have been carefully analyzed .... " 

- Carlo Jag melli, Swiss ambassador to the U.S., respond
ing to attacks abora his nation's wartime dealillgs with Nazi 
GermallY· 

t t T' had just promised to capture the man responsible for 
.X sending millions of people to their death." 

- Retired Israeli master spy Peter Malkin. recalling his 
kidnapping of' Adolf' Eichmann, (lrciJitcu of' the Na:is' 
"Filial Solution". 

. . . , ,. - . ',. 
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"Newlywed" Israeli gays: Despite growing power or the 
Orthodox, Israeli gays are seldom discriminated against. 
(WZPS photo.) 

Israeli gays have 
own TV show 

And the Orthodox are hopping mad 

''iitsrael's homosexuals and lesbians now have their own 
~,'% t1 TV program, and the Orthodox, who regard homosexu-

.. 11. ality as an abomination, are hopping mad. 

Shlomo Benezri,a promi-
ISRAEL UPDATE nent Shas Knesset Melllber, 

is unimpressed by the' fact 
that psychiatrists no longer 
deline homosexuality as a 
disease; he does. Benezri 
claims to have personally 
cured a number of homo
sexuals and lesbians of their 

NECHEMIA MEYERS affliction, and suggests that 
more cures could be effected 

if funds were allocated for that purpose. Meanwhile, he 
stridently opposes the gay TV show because it may persuade 
IInpresslOnable young people to become "deviants". Shas, 
he declares, will call on the govemment to ban the prognlm, 
perhaps even threatening to vote against Netanyahu should 
he fail to accept their demand. 

Israeli gays were allocated their own weekly slot on 
public-access television after the Cable TV Council decided 
that their organization - The Society to Protect the Rights of 
the Individual - represented a significant segment of the 
community. The council even provided a small SUIll of 
moncy to help covcr production costs, though most or the 
necessary funds for making thc programs camc 1'1'0111 gay 
donors. 

The first two telecasts, screened in October, were devoted 
to an analysis or how the current political situation affects 
homosexuals and lesbians and to the raising of children by 
same-sex couples. Other topics on the agenda include, 
among other things, the question of "coming out of the 
closet" and the economic clout of gays. 

Irthe early programs arc any indication, the new show will 
be anything but sensational. The topics it treats have long 
ago been discussed by the media and the way they are 
presented - mostly by use of talking heads - is rather dull. 
However, the fact that Israeli homosexuals and lesbians now 
have their own TV program is significant in itself. 

Despite the growing power of the Orthodox, gays are 
seldom discriminated against, and when they are, the courts 
will usually rule in their favor. It is true that single-sex 
marriages aren't sanctioned in this country, but then, neither 
are heterosexual marriages performed by Conservative or 
Reform rabbis. What remains to be seen is whether the union 
of a gay couple wed abroad will be recognized here (as are 
other marriages that take place overseas). 

However, quite apart from the legal standing of gays,they 
are bound to be outsiders in a society which still, for the most 
part, believes in the nuclear family and 111 having children. 
And should a young man show up at a seder with his male 
bedmate or a young wornan with her live-in girlfriend, they 
would not be welcomed by most families. 

Homosexuals and lesbians are hoping that the attitude of 
the general public will change as a result of their new TV 
show. Moreover, they believe that it will encourage fearful 
"closet gays" and perhaps persuade them to reveal their true 
sexual orientations. 

There are also plans to present a discussion on homosexu
ality within the framework of a magazine program for young 
people produced by Educational Television. It was to have 
been screened last month but has meanwhile been postponed 
for "technical reasons". Press reports have it that Israel's 
(Onhodox) education minister, Zevulun Hammer, was re
sponsible for Ihe holdup, but his spokesperson has issued a 
denial. 

The wr;l!!/' lives ill RehrJl'ol, Israel. 


