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Israeli news - peace process 
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VASSER ARAFAT, Pal
estinian president: He's 
taking a risk by delaying 
agreement on Hebron, 
says Ma'ariv reporter. 

ing a series of suicide bomb
ings in Israel earlier this year 
and the election of the 
Likud-Ied government in 
May. 

This fall, however, nego
tiations resumed. "As far as 
I know, the agreement on 
Hebron has been finished," 
said Shalev, who was visit
ing ·San Francisco two 
weeks ago as part of an Anti
Defamation League lecture 
tour. Analysts have sug
gested that Arafat had been 
waiting for U.S. elections to 
pass and for support from 
Europeans and other Arab 
states to grow. 

Butanumberofscenarios 
could delay or essentially 
bury the agreement if Arafat 
now waits too long to sign 
it, Shalev said. Islamic fun
damentalists could re
emerge with new suicide 
bombings. 

Or the "most fanatic" 
Jews in Hebron or nearby 
Kiryat Arba could try to pre
empt the signing through 
violent attacks or bombings, 
he said. 

Netanyahu has reaffirmed 
his commitment to the Oslo 
Accords and knows he must 
carry out the Hebron 
pullback, Shalcv said, but 
the most radical Jewish set-

He joined the Jerusalem 
Post's reporting staff as a 
political and diplomatic cor
respondent, then resigned 
after the Labor-leaning pa
per became pro-Likud. 

He then joined the He
brew daily Davar as a 
diplmatic reporter and ana
lyst. Sha1ev, who has cov
ered the peace process and 
foreign relations, said he 
"wholeheartedly" supports 
the Labor Party-initiated 
Oslo Accords. 

"Oslo was - could still be 
- the greatest thing that could 
happen to the state of Is
rae\." If and when the 
Hebron redeployment fi
nally takes place, two other 
Oslo issues will immedi
ately come to the fore - a 
further redeployment from 
the West Bank and the fi
nal-status talks. 

At this point, he prefers 
not to analyze the final-sta
tus negotiations - the last 
leg of the Oslo Accords in 
which the issues of Jerusa
lem's status, Palestinian 
refugees, Jewish settlements 
and permanent borders are 
on the table. 

That's because Shalev 
does not hold out much hope 
for their success. "I don't 
think they'll get anywhere," 
he said. 

Israeli and Palestinian ne
gotiators for the final-status 
talks met one time before 
Israeli elections in May. 
Nothing has happened since 
then. 

Jewish settlers reach out in 
meeting with Vasser Arafat 

JERUSALEM (JT A) - A group of Jewish settlers met 
secretly with Palestinian Authority leader Vasser Arafat last 
week to discuss tolerance and joint business projects. During 
the 90-minute meeting in Bethlehem, Arafat welcomed the 
participants and stressed that the recognition of Palestinian 
rights was the only way to peaceful coexistence. 

"There have always been Jews among us and we have 
lived as good neighbors," he was quoted as saying. "While 
we spoke mainly about economic dialogue, this depends on 
recognition of the political rights of the Palestinian people." 
David Bedein, a resident of Efrat who participated in the 
meeting, said it was prompted by an interest in tourism and 
business on both sides. 

He said many Palestinians in the business community who 
had been approached by their Jewish counterparts were 
unwilling to pursue contacts without the go-ahead from 
Arafat. Bedein said it made sense for Jews and Palestinians 
to work together in tourism, especially in areas between 
Bethlehem and Hebron, which have numerous Jewish, Chris
tian and Muslim holy sites. 

The meeting also addressed political issues, Bedein said. 
He said the group of settlers, which included residents from 
Hebron and Kiryat Arba, asked, "When will he say some
thing in favor ofthe peaee process," given "all the incitement. 
he has expressed to the Arab public?" .., , 
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THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL 

your 
A look at Israel as she heads into the 21 st century 

By LARRY DERFNER 
The following story was written before the defeat of the 

Labor government last May and a slowdown in the peace 
process. But many of the forecasts by Tel Aviv-basedjour
nalist Larry Derfner are still relevant ... 

""[n my first years in Israel, during the late 1980s, I used to 
think that I came here too late, about three or four 

... decades too late. I'd missed the heroic period of nation
building, that sepia-toned time when shirtless men labored in 
the sun to carve out new roads and farm the fields, when 
women in coarse cotton dresses milked the cows, when 
Israeli were hopeful and idealistic, when everything was new. 

Now, after 10 years in this country, I've decided I was 
better off missing it. For all the spirit and optimism of those 
first years of statehood, the people lived a primitive life, with 
little knowledge of (or interest in) the rest of the world. They 
were so full of themselves, so bristling in their Israelihood, 
marching along in lock-step conforinity, led by the all
powerful David Ben-Gurion. I still wish I could have been 
here right before and during the 1948 War ofIndependence 
- who wouldn't want to live through his people's revolution? 
- but after that, if I could pick any time to be living in Israel, 
I'd take the 1990s. 

We're going through a period, if not of revolution, then at 

least of fairly oceanic social change. For the first time in 100 
years of Zionism, most of the Jews here have money. For all 
the glitzy garbage that Israelis are buying with it, money and 
surging economic growth mean that men and women now 
have choices in their lives. For the individual with ambition 
- professional, intellectual, whatever - Israel isn' tsuch a little 
pond any more. 

The collective life is contracting, the personal life is 
expanding. In the words of Housing Minister Binyamin 
Ben-Eliezer, Israel is finally becoming "a country that exists 
for the sake of its citizens, not the other way around." 

The other sweeping change is, of course, the peace 
process. So far it hasn't exactly panned out the way we'd 
hoped, and there is reason to fear for the future (not to 
mention the present), but it is still possible to believe that this 
bloody, agonizing ordeal will come to adecent,livable end. 

But when I try to look ahead, to imagine what it's going 
to be like here in another generation or so, I'm left mainly 
with misgivings. I think we're heading into something 
completely different from what we've known - a rat-race 
society, a collection of individuals with little common pur
pose except to keep the Arab enemy at bay, a two-tiered 
society of haves and have-nots, a predominantly Jewish 
Singapore covered with concrete, cars and bunched-up 
people. Israel that, in its rush from the collective to the 

individual spirit, will have pretty much thrown out the baby 
with the bath water. 

We're in a heady passage now, a transition between the 
old Israel and the new, and we're travelling hopefully . By the 
time we settle into the next century, we will have arrived, and 
I'm afraid we won't be particularly inspired by what we find. 

The best way to get an idea of what Israel will be like in the 
first and second decades ofthe next century is simply to drive 
around the country. You will be shocked by the traffic jams 
- Israel has more cars per kilometre of road than any other 
country in the world, including Hong Kong - and by all the 
construction crews ripping up the land to build more high
ways and more apartment buildings. Pay attention to the 
green hills and fields that stretch out into the distance, 
because in a couple of decades they will, for the most part, 
be filled with people. 

Here a few statistics are in order. Israel's current popula
tion - not counting the West Bank and Gaza - is about 5.5 
million. In the year 2020, Israel's master planners project a 
population of 8.4 million. The number of vehicles on the 
roads, now about 1.3 million, will roughly triple. Slowly, 
very slowly, a passenger train network is being built, mainly 
around Tel Aviv and Haifa, but it will ease only a tiny part 
of the traffic burden. 

What we're looking at is not only the transformation of 
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