
II [jJocidJV~ II Community issues 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ENGAGEMENT • • • • • • BARBARA & ED REISS • • WINNIPEG, CANADA • CircuIncision a sacred covenant • and • • SANDRA & STANLEY LEWIS • • • MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 

2 local mohels respond to criticism of the act in the Winnipeg Free Press 
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"1KVhen Abraham 
!W. forged an iron

clad bargain with 
God, an ancient tradition 
began. 

CUSTOM JEWELLERY 
DESIGNS 

• 1 Day Repairs 
• Name Pendants 
• Chai's & Mezzuzo! 
• Diamonds & Gold 
• Movado • Tag· Bulova 
• Watch Repairs 

CALL OR VISIT 

:~= 
404 Portage 949-0715 
J"J"J"J"J"J"J"J"J"J"J"J"J"J"J" 

N~!P:lar LINDSAY 
GRANITE 

GRANITE TABLES COUNTER TOPS 

DINING ROOM SUITES MARBLE GIFlWARE 

1248 MAIN STREET 
Call Lome Raber at 586-2340 

"Commitment to Quality" 

CAN WE TALK? 

FREDA GLOW 

Genesis 17 , Verses 9-12 
state: "And God said to 
Abraham, as for you, you 
shall keep my covenant,you 
and the seed after you 
throughout the genera
tions ... " And you shall cir
cumcise the flesh of their 
foreskin and it shall be a 
covenant between me and 
you ... 

"When boys are eight 
days old, they will be cir
cumcised· for all genera
tions." Verse 14 concludes, 
"And the uncircumcised 
male who did not circum
cise flesh of his foreskin, 
his soul shall be cutofffrom 
his people, for he has bro
ken the covenant." 

Bnay Abraham Syna
gogue's Rabbi Nathan 
Langer notes that this cov
enant with God was so 
highly regarded that in an
cient times, if a Jewish male 
wanted to make an irrevo
cable vow or exact a prom
ise, he solemnly pledged by 
placing his hand on the site 
of the circumcision. Today 
this would be compared to 
swearing on the Bible. 

But a July 25th, 1996, 
Winnipeg Free Press story 
quoted some health experts 
as questioning the medical 
benefits of circumcision. 

Although the Jewish com
munity has been carrying 
on the tradition throughout 
the ages, the general com
munity has also adopted the 
practise for health reasons. 
It was thought to protect a 
child from future infections, 
penile cancer and a host of 
other maladies. 

Dr. John Taylor, a Health 
Sciences Centre pathologist 

Interested in Welcoming New Families to our city? 

Want to get involved in the mitzvah of Kaballat Orchim? 
Do you believe that we really are "Friendly Manitoba"? 
Would you believe that 12 Jewish families have arrived 
here in the past few months and more will be coming. 
They are from Argentina, Bosnia, Ukraine, and Russia and 
we want to help them feel welcome. If you are interested 
in a family to family program please call Evelyn Hecht at 
the WJCC, 943-0406, for more information. Reach out 
and touch some one and expand and enrich your own 
family at the same time. 

and wife Susan 
after birth of 
their son Asher 
Raymond in 
1993: None of 
the medical evi
dence he's 
come across 
leads him to be
lieve removal 
of foreskin is 
"detrimental" . 

tant factors. The article also 
noted that although 
uncircumcised infants ex
hibit a 12-fold increase in 
urinary tract infections, the 
Canadian Pediatric Society 
has stated the overall rate is 
only between one and two 
percent. 

Pediatrician Dr. Bradley 
Pollock agreed that from a 
medical perspective, doc
tors see no reason for rec
ommending the procedure, 
"although there are always 
special cases". As for uri
nary tract infections, these 
are rare in male babies and 
don't justify the procedure. 
Pollock added, "We don't 
push it." 

The physician feels non
Jewish Canadians are mov
ing away from circumcis
ing infants. 

He admitted circumci
sions can be painful, and 
there's always a risk of 
bleeding and infection. He 
also noted that skill is defi
nitely an asset. "Not every
one does the work of 
Michaelangelo - or (Winni
peg mohel) Dr. Errol 
Billinkoff. I can always tell 
which are done by him." 

Bomand raised here, gen
eral practitioner Billinkoff, 
40, is a graduate of Ramah 
Hebrew School, Grant Park 
High School and the Fac
ultyofMedicine at the Uni
versity of Manitoba. 

was quoted in 
the Free Press 
story. He said 
that after eight 
years of re
search, he'd 
found that the 
foreskin makes 
sexual inter-
course more en

DR. MATTHEW LAZAR: A "briss" is 
an age-old celebration involving "bless
ings, wine, candles and people". (Photo 
by Freda Glow.) 

A practising mohel, he 
presides a! most religious 
circumcisions in Winnipeg. 

joyable for males, among 
other benefits, and it should 
on no account be removed. 
He denounced the routine 
practice of circumcision, 
while recognizing its reli
gious importance for Jews -
a sacrifice 4,000 years old. 

In a related story on the 
subject, the Free Press re
ported on a recent Univer
sity of Washington study in 
which 47 out of 114 men 
with penile cancer were 
found to be circumcised. 
Poor hygiene and a history 

of sexually transmitted dis
ease were cited as impor-

(Cont. on page 8. See 
"Freda Glow".) 
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Domestic and Intemational Travel Service AIR - SEA - RAIL- BUS 

MEMBER OF INTRANERTEX GROUP 
PH: (204)339-1751 

. SPECIAL FARES TO ISRAEL FROM· 
$1199.00 +TAX. 

SOMERESlRICTIONS APPLY. 
LIMITED SEATS.· CALL NOW. 

Happy New Year EXCLUSIVE TO: 

DAVID I. HOFFMAN 
OPTICAL lTD. 

• I-ZONE· Germany 
• RIERO· New York 

Also available in our collection: 
• Lafont • Robert LaRoche • Alain Mikli 

• DKNY • Pro Design • Isaac Mizrahi 
• Joseph Abboud • Kenzo • Calvin Klein 

Mon: - Th~rs. & Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Fri. 9:30 a.m. to 7:00 p m 

434 Portage at Vaughan - 957-1429 

Sharon Home, Gwen Seeter sponsoring 
first annual Walk-A-Thon January 12 
By MYRON LOVE 

The GwenSecterCrea
tive Living Centre 
and the Sharon Home 

Inc. are inviting you to 
join their members and 
residents at the Garden 
City Shopping Centre on 
Sunday, January 12, and 
participate in their first 
joint annual Walk-A
Than. 

"It was an idea that 
both of our organizations 
had been kicking around 
for a while," says Phyllis 
Dana, secretary of the 
board of directors of the 
Gwen Seeter Centre. "A 
joint venture was an ap
pealing idea. There is not 
another joint program like 
this done in our commu
nity. " 

The Walk-A-Thon is 
an exercise in both 
fundraising and public 
relations. It seeks to edu
cate the public and 
heighten public aware
ness of seniors - from the 
active well and fit who 
frequent the Gwen Secter 
Centre, to the frail and 
disabled elderly who 
make up much of the 
popUlation of the Sharon 
Home. For the nursing 
home, it is the new public 
face that Daniel Ruth has 
been trying to put on the 
old institution since he 
was hired as executive 
director two years ago. 

"For many years, the 
Sharon Home was insu
lar and isolated from the 
general Jewish and non
Jewish community," says 
Naida Rubin, the home's 
director of development. 
"As we're the only Jew-

Claire & Joe Kives (above) 
& Sarah Weisman (bot
tom right), honorary co
chairs of Walk-A-Thon 
with Roslyn Silver. 

ish, non-profit nursing home 
for residents of Manitoba 
(and some from Saskatch
ewan and Alberta), Mr. Ruth 
believes that people should 
know who, what and where 
we are. We don't want peo
ple to think of the Sharon 
Home as a place to come 
only to visit family mem
bers here." 

The Sharon Home's new 
initiatives over the past two 
years have included open
ing its facilities to outside 
groups for meetings, and 
expansion of its kosher ca
tering to include in-house 
and off-site functions. 

Rubin reports that 40 to 
50 residents of the Sharon 
Home will be participating 
in the Walk-A-Thon. Some 
are in wheelchairs, some use 
walkers, and others walk on 
their own. All will be ac
companied by family mem
bers or companions. 

The Walk-A-Thon or
ganizers hope to have 100-
ISO people out walking on 
January 12. Each will have 
a pledge form and will be 

setting his or her own tar
get. Registration is sched
uled for 8:30 a.m., with 
the walk from 9:30 to 
II :00. Honorary chair for 
the event is CJOB 'sDonn 
Kirton. The morning will 
also feature entertain
ment, refreshments and 
numerous prizes. 

Even if you are not 
planning to be in Winni
peg on January 12, per
haps you will be in Palm 
Springs or Florida by 
then; you can still partici
pate in the Garden Path 
Walk by walking wher
ever you are that day. 

"We hope our walkers 
will include a wide age 
range from the very young 
to the very old," says 
Dana. 

For further informa
tion and pledge forms, 
phone the Gwen Secter. 

HONORARY CHAIRMAN 

"" 
0

' ~ HO:;~:;o~~~~O;AIRS "",:c. Joe & Claire Kives 
Roslyn Silver & 
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City Bread 

Investors Group 
MWG Apparel Corp 
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The Royal Bank of Canada 
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~ LOCATION/DATE 
•• Garden City 
..... Shopping Centre 
-.. Sunday January 12th, 1997 
... Registration -8:30 AM 
_ Walk-9-11 AM , 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ~ 
PLEASE CALL ••• ~ 

Gwen Setter Creative Uving Centre 

339·1701 
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Fine Art & 
6th floor in The Bay down-rnUT 
featuring 50,000 square feet 

Custom Mirrors • Original Art 
Posters • Limited Edition Prints 
all custom framed by #{)Idft1l-

Art Sales & Leasing 
FREE Pick-up & Delivery 

Highest quality framing at reasonable 
prices with fast, efficient service 

Featured Artists 
Diane Levit • Larisa Cheladyn 
Herb Janzen • Brent Heighton 

Don Li-Leger 
FREE estimates in the comfort of your home 

Interior Designer on Staff 

Call 775-3344 
Happy & Prosperous New Year to All Our Customers & Friends! 
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Farewell Celebration 
A Weekend of festivities to mark 

the closing of Ramah Hebrew School 

April 19-20, 1997 Winnipeg, Canada 
For information call: (204) 943-4980 


