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Community news 

Former Winnipegger's sci fi film gets local premiere 

NCJW uses family connection for fundraiser 
By MATTBELLAN 

In 1988, fanner Winni
pegger Jonathon Kay had a 
startling dream. 

He was drowning in a 
Rocky Mountain lake, when 
an alien from outer space 
rescued him. 

That dream inspired the 
professional filmmaker to 
write, direct and produce a 
science fiction adventure 
movie he called Starlight. 

The visually dazzl ing 
movie had its Winnipeg pre
miere December 4 at the 
Convention Centre Theatre. 

Kay and many of his rela
tives joined several hun
dred other spectators for the 
screenmg. 

The event was a family 
affair in more ways than one. 

Kay's sister-in-law, 
Glenna, wife of Winnipeg 
lawyer Michael Kay, isvice
president of the NCJW's 
Winnipeg Section and chair 

Jonathon Kay stands next to his sister-in-law, Glenna Kay, vice-president NCJW 
Winnipeg Section, and (at far right) Sharon Allentuck, president, NCJW Winnipeg 
Section with a poster for Starlight at the film's Winnipeg premiere at the Convention 
Centre Theatre December 4. 
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of the organization's Just A 
Second "opportunity store". 

That family connection 
led to NCJW here organiz-

Northstar Power 
Train, shale, 
fully equipped 
including sunroof, 
CD changer. 

ing Starlight's Winnipeg 
premiere, as a fundraising 
event for the organization. 

"There was very little cost 

for liS," explained Sharon 
Allentuck, president of 
NCJW's Winnipeg Section. 

Jonathon Kay provided 

Starlight for the screening 
for free. Air Canada gave 
him complimentary return 
airfare from his present 
home in Vancouver. 

Tom and Joe, '92 CITI 
FM's regular morning 
deejays, served at no cost 
as Masters of Ceremonies 
through a Winnipeg friend 
in NCJW, And a wide vari
ety of caterers donated 
"decadent desserts" for the 
post-screening reception in 
the theatre lobby. 

Kay's IIO-minute film 
won international distribu
tion after he showed it at 
the Cannes Film Festival. 

Set in Nelson, a pictur
esque town in mountain
ous southcentral B.C., it's 
a science fiction adventure 
about an alien (Rae Dawn 
Chong) from the constella
tion Pleiades who visits 
Earth to bring back 
"Kieran" (Billy Wirth), a 
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96 Seville STS '49,000 
White, fully C{llllppcJ incl. sunroof, CD 
dunger. chrome whf!ds. 12.000 killS. 

95 Seville STS '41,900 
Diamond whltc. IncL CD player, chrome 
wheds. 52,000 knu 

95 Seville STS '39,900 
1~J.\!,;kfBlack, CD pbycr, chrome wheels, 
23,QOO killS. 

95 Seville STS '43,900 
Bl.lCkJCherr'l'. full v equipped inc! sunroof 
CD player, chronic wheels, 13,000 krns. ' 

95 Seville STS 
ill.lck/Cherry, fully equipped incl. sunroof, 
dlfomc wheels, 60,000 killS. 

2-1995 Fleetwoods '32,900 
White, loaded. rcarwhcd orivt:, 30,000 krru. 

" . 

94 Seville STS '32,900 
Blllc/Gr~'1 sunroof, healed sealS, chrome 
wheels. CD playcr. 51,000 kms. 

96 Sedan DeVille '37,900 
Fully equipped incl. hc,m:d sc.lI~.lH.OOO kim 

95 Sedan DeVille '29,900 
White, .17,000 krns. 

94 Concours '28,900 
Diamo,:!d whire, fully equipped incl. 
~lInroof, 68,000 kms. 

92 Sedan DeVille 516,900 
While, fldly equipped. 90.000 killS. 

91 Sedan DeVille '13,550 
Burgundy, all Cadillac [c,uures, 104,000 kms. 
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Th~ ultimate in styling and engineering. New 
deSIgns, the Northstar engine and powertrain 
system results in the most 
popular auromotive machine 
in its class and the highest 

resale value year after year. 
Ask about exciting 
lease rates. 

~yne Gelfant 
786-3811 

young man who's the son of 
an alien from Pleiades and 
an Earthling. 

Country music star Willie 
Nelson plays "Grampa 
Lium", a mystical shaman 
whohelpcs awaken Kieran's 
latent supernatural powers. 
Nelson also wrote and per
formed A Dream Come 
True, a song on the movie's 
soundtrack. 

A version of the dream 
that Kay had while living in 
California eight years ago 
appears near the opening of 
the film. 

"It's the ncar-death 
drowning sequence 
Kieran's drowning in a 
Rocky Mountain lake and 
being rescued by an alien 
woman," Kay recalled in an 
interview. 

SPECIAL 
EFFECTS 

The movie has a lot of 
special effects, including 
what looks like ayellow tint
ing of the film in one scene 
depicting devastation of the 
environment. "Reincarna
tions" of Kieran and his al
ien rescuer as puffs of cloud 
also soar through a highly 
realistic "solar system", as 
they head back to the 
Pleiades. 

"It took one and a half 
years to do the optical ef
fects," Kay said. Instead of 
using "computer-generated 
effects", whichcancostmil
lions to produce, he turned 
to Film Optical Effects in 
Toronto. In some cases, im
ages are superimposed; the 
company used laser tech
nology and other devices for 
its special effects .. 

The son of Harold Kay 
and the late Polly Kay
Wyndham, he dedicated 
Starlight to his mother's 
memory. 

The movie reflects Kay's 
years of technical experience 
in film-making, and themes 
in the film like aboriginal 
religion reflect his interest 
in the occult. 

He grew up in River 
Heights, and won two awards 
as a youth for still photogra
phy 

The quiet, but adventur
ous Kay left Winnipeg at 17 
for a trip that included trav
els through Jordan, Syria, 
and other Middle Eastern 
countries, including Israel. 
He went on to India and other 
countries in the Far East that 
took him four years. 

During that odyssey, after 
getting some jobs in the 
movie industry in Sydney, 
Australia, Kay made his first 
two films. 

(Cont. on page 21. See 
"Jonathon Kay".) , 
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. .. To Be Included in 
The JEWISH POST& NEWS 
Bridal Issue January 8, 1997. 

Don't miss this opportunity to advertise your 
products and services. 

Brides-to-be will be making choices about every 
detail of their wedding. The JEWISH 
POST&NEWS provides a forum for you to 
directly target these decision makers. 

Full colour feature pages, informative editorials 
and testimonials will provide you with great 
exposure and increase sales. Our total 
circulation of 10,000 copies includes 
distribution at the Wonderful Wedding Show at 
the Winnipeg Convention Centre. 

Purchase a 1/2 page or more in size and 
receive an equivalent amount of space for an 
additional 200/0. This space can be used for 
editorial copy and photos about your product or 
service. 

SPACE BOOKING DEADLINE - DECEMBER 23 
ART & EDITORIAL DEADLINE - DECEMBER 30 
PUBLISHING DATE - JANUARY 8/97 

Book your space now to be part of our annual 
BRIDAL ISSUE. 

Call GAIL FRANKEL 
(MARKETING MANAGER) 339-0250 

HEATHER JANIS 
(SALES REPRESENTATIVE) 253-9970 

, .' • " I, _ •• , ", - ........ ~..,. ~~ ~".1 • -

t~"'''''''''''''''''_'~''''_''' __ '~''''fl'''~''''''''''''''''''o\'''''.'''''~''''-'''-'-''~'-'''' ........ ,~., •.• ~,".' - -.>' </-'. ~ _. 

,... 

,.,. 


