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Israeli news 

News analysis: 

Labor, Likud gaps narrow on talks with Palestinians 
By DAVID LANDAU 

JERUSALEM (JTA)
Six months after a bitter 
election contest, the Labor 
and Likud parties may not 
be all that far apart on how· 
to approach the final-status 
talks with the Palestinians. 
The talks, slated to be com
pleted by May 1999, will 
address thc thorniest issues 
confronting the two sides, 
including the status of Jeru
salem, Israeli settlements, 
Palestinian statehood and 
Palestinian refugees. Re
sumption of the final-status 
talks, which opened ceremo
nially several weeks before 
Israel's May elections, is 
expected after an agreement 
is reached on the redeploy
ment of Israeli forces in 
Hebron. 

nounced his 
own candidacy 
for the Labor 
leadership, and 
Likud Knesset 
faction Chair
man Michael 
Eitan have been 
heading up talks 
with a view to 
mapping out ar
eas of agree
ment between 
the two parties. 
Beilin said dur
ing a visit to 
Washington two 
weeks ago that 
he expected an 
agreement to be 
final ized in the 

YOSSI BEILIN, Labor Knesset mem
ber: Heading talks with Likud, to 
map areas of agreement. (ISRANET 
photo.) 

Anticipating that a 
Hebron agreement is near, 
Prime Min-

next four to six weeks. Po
litical observers in Israel 
who believe that there is the 
possibility of forging com
mon ground between the 

two major 
i s t e r 
Benjamin 
Netanyahu 
told his 
CabinetDe
cember 6 
that they 
would soon 
begin dis
cussing Is
rael's posi
tions in the 
final-status 
negotia
tions. When 
that time 
comes, the 
Cabinet 

The talks with 
Labor carry an 
implied threat 
from Netanyahu to 
hardliners in his 
government: If 
you do not shape 
up, we can dump 
you and make 
common cause 
with Labor leader 
Shimon Peres. 

parties cite 
the immi
nent rede
ployment 
from most 
of Hebron 
as a water
shed. 

o n c e 
that' goes 
through, 
they say, 
Likud will 
have irre
trievably 
compro
mised its 
key doc

may well be discussing a 
series of proposals worked 
out jointly by representa
tives of the governing Likud 
and opposition Labor. 

Knesset member Yossi 
Beilin, who recently an-

trine of a "Greater Israel." 
Beyond Hebron, they con
tinue, the question then be
comes one of how much 
West Bank land Israel 
should keep. This is the very 
same question that Labor 

itself has been grappling 
with ever since the 1967 Six
Day War. Therefore, ac
cording to this viewpoint, 
there has been a dramatic 
narrowing of the gap be
tween the two parties on the 
core Issue. 

This perspective was re
cently given public support 
by Tourism Minister Moshe 
Katsav, who declared that 
the two parties could reach 
agreement over the West 
Bank with relative ease. On 
the issue of settlements, for 
example, there possibly 
could be room for accord 
between Israel's two main 
parties - given the Likud' s 
new readiness to give up 
parts of the West Bank. 
Beilin, aided by the team 
that secretly negotiated the 
original Israeli-Palestinian 
accords in Oslo, reached in 
1995 an informal but de
tailed accord with the Pal
estine Liberation Organiza
tion 's No.2 man, Mahmoud 
Abbas, also known as Abu-
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MOSHE KATSAV, tourism 
minister: Claims Labor, Likud 
could reach agreement on West 
Bank with ease. (ISRANET 
photo.) 

Mazen, on a permanent-sta
tus agreement. 

Israel was to withdraw 
from mostofthe WestBank, 
but annex areas close to the 
pre-1967 border that con
tain many of the settlements 
andmostofthe settlers. Set
tlements in more outlying 
areas would either be dis
mantled, relocated into the 
retained settlement blocs 
close to the border or re
main under Palestinian rule. 
This informal agreement 
was concluded just days 
before Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin was assassi
nated last November, after' 
which the plan was effec
tivcly shelved. It remains, 
however, the only agreed 
basis for a permanent settle
ment. 

It is predicated, however, 
on two conditions that 
would presumably be diffi
cult for many in the Likud 
to swallow: * ltcalls for full 
Palestinian statehood in the 
Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank. The Likud is com
mitted, at least for now, to 
oppose Palestinian state
hood. Nevertheless, some 
observers point to 
Netanyahu's recent com
parisons of Andorra and 
Pue'rto Rico to the potential 
makeup of a future Pales
tinian entity. 

This, they say, proves that 
he is pragmatic enough to 
accept that the permanent
status talks must satisfy in 
some measure the Palestin
ians' demand for sover
eignty while assuring Isra
el's security. * The annexa
tion of the settlement bloc 
was to be set off, in the 
Beilin-Abbas agreement, by 
Israel's ceding some of its 
sovereign soil alongside the 
Gaza Strip to the Palestin
ians. Here, too, some ob
servers say that the Likud of 
today is much more prag
matic than in the past - and 
much more pragmatic than 
some of its current coalition 
partners. 

A land-for-Iand deal ena
bling Israel to hold onto the 
major settlements could yet 
find supporters among 
Netanyahu 's camp. If there 

. , , 

is indeed ease in forg
ing a consensus on talks 
with the Palestinians, 
what keeps Labor and 
Likud apart, according 
to Katsav, is the Golan 
Heights. Other politi
cians and political ob
servers, however, 
maintain that there is 
much flexibility in 
Netanyahu'sostensibly 
hard-line position on 
the Golan. 

They cite a recent 
flurry of diplomatic 
messages from Jerusa
lem to Damascus, all to 
the effect that the 
Netanyahu government 
is ready to resume the 
long-stalled talks with 
Syria -though not nec-

essarily from the position at 
which the previous Labor 
government broke them off 
in March. Labor, according 
to the Syrians - and accord
ing to the Likud - was ready 
to trade all the Golan for a 
full peace with Damascus. 
The Likud is not ready to do 
so. But neither is it clinging 
to the "peace-for-peace" po
sition, opposing territorial 
compromise, originally put 
forward by the government 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir when the talks with 
Syria began in 1991. 

SOME LESS 
OPTIMISTIC 

In contrast to these es
sentially optimistic assess
ments, there are many po
litical pundits here who dis
miss such views as pie-in
the-sky. 

They maintain that 
Netanyahu'scall forresum
ing permanent-status nego
tiations immediately after a 
Hebron redeployment are 

intended only to avoid the 
further West Bank 
redeployments called for in 
the Interim Agreement. 
These observers maintain 
that Netanyahu believes he 
can effectively halt the peace 
process after the Hebron 
redeployment and let the 
Palestinian entity crystallize 
in its current condition: a 
series of autonomous mu
nicipal enc laves surrounded 
by Israeli troops. 

1be Labor-Likud discus
sions on final-status talks 
come against a backdrop of 
ongoing speculation regard
ing the prospects of form
ing a national unity govern
ment. This speculation has 
been encouraged by key fig
ures in both parties, though 
there are also vigorous op
ponents of the idea in both 
camps. Netanyahu's own 
sentiments are unclear. 
Some observers 'see the 
Likud's ongoing flirtation 
with Labor designcd to sof
ten any recalcitrance among 
hard-liners within the cur
rent governing coalition. 

The talks with Labor carry 
an implied threat to the hard
liners: If you do not shape 
up, we can dump you and 
make common cause with 
Labor leader Shimon Peres. 

The other reading is that 
Netanyahu wants to achieve 
maximum consensus among 
his partners as a way of 
strengthening his hand in 
subsequent talks with La
bor. 

He would then retain the 
option of keeping some or 
all his partners in an ex
panded unity government. 

Peres, for his part, does 
not conceal his desire to join 
a unity government. 

Hebron spokesmanfreedfromjail 
JERUSALEM (JTA) -

The spokesman of Hebron 's 
Jewish community, who 
was arrested December 6 
during clashes between set
tlers and Israeli border po
lice, has been released. De
spite police protest, Noam 
Amon was freed December 
8 after the Ashkelon Magis
trates Court said ev idence 
submitted in the case did 
not prove that he had as
saulted a police officer. Po
I ice had said Amon attacked 
an officer who tried to pre- NOAM ARNON 
vent him from removing a 
sign placed by the Islamic Trust at the Tomb of the Patri
archs. Amon told the court that the officer attacked him. 
After Arnon's arrest, dozens of Jewish settlers confronted 
Israeli border police at the site. A Jewish child was lightly 
hurt in the disturbances. 

Cabinet member visits Hamas leader 
JERUSALEM (JTA) -Public Security Minister Avigdor 

Kahalani visited last week jailed Hamas leader Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassin. The ailing Hamas leader said he was receiv
ing good treatment from the two doctors assigned to him, and 
requested that his wife and 11 children be allowed to visit 
him more frequently. 

Kahalani reportedly said Yassin's release should be con
sidered in light of his medical condition. Yassin was jailed 
for life by Israel in 1989 for planning terrorist attacks and 
kidnappings of Israeli soldiers. 
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Israeli news 

Israeli Bedouin soldier killed 
by Hezbollah bomb in Lebanon 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - An Israeli soldier was killed and 
another was wounded when a roadside bomb exploded 
during the weekend in southern Lebanon. Mohammed 
Hujirat, 27, a Bedouin tracker from the Galilee, was killed 
December 7 while leading a patrol in the eastern sector of the 
southern Lebanon security zone. Another tracker who was 
with him suffered light to moderate shrapnel injuries. 

An initial inquiry conducted by the Israel Defense Force 
found that the bombs were set a day or two before by 
members of the Islamic fundamentalist Hezbollah move
ment and that the charges were detonated by remote control. 
Several other explosive devices, which did not go off, were 
found in the area. 

The inquiry indicated that the Hezbollah members had 
come from the nearby Tivnit village. In retaliation, Israeli 
forces shelled the area, causing the injuries of seven Leba
nese civilians. Lebanon filed a complaint against Israel with 
the United Nations and called for a meeting of the five
nation monitoring group that was established in April to 
oversee a cease-fire ending cross-border fighting at the time 
between Israel and Hezbollah. 

A senior Israeli military source said in response that 
Hezbollah, not Israel, had violated the truce by opening fire 
on the IDFfrom civilian areas. Under the terms of cease-fire . ' , 
the two Sides agreed not to launch attacks from or target 
civilian areas on either side of the border. 

Search for IDF soldier widens 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - The family of an Israeli soldier 

who has been missing for more than three months met last 
week with Jibril Rajoub, the head of Palestinian security 
forces in the West Bank. Shlomi Edri, the brother of missing 
soldier Sharon Edri, said Rajolib had assured the family that 
Palestinian officials would continue their efforts to deter
mine what happened. "We were given no promises, just that 
the contacts which have been until now will continue," Edri 
told Israel Radio. "There was a good atmosphere at the 
meeting, but it was also disappointing, because nothing is 
different." 

Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordechai has said the army 
believes that Sharon Edri is being held against his will. Edri 
disappeared in August after leaving an army medical clinic 
in central Israel. His family has not received any word from 
him. Nor has any group claimed to have 'kidnapped or 
murdered him. 

Iran, Syria beef 
up support to 

Islamic 
Hezbollah 
fighters 

JERUSALEM (JTA)
A senior Israel Defense 
Force officer was quoted last 
week as saying that Syria is 
increasing its cooperation 
with Iran in providing mili
tary assistance to the Islam ic 
fundamentalist Hezbollah 
movement in Lebanon. Cit
ing an unnamed IDF intelli
gence source, the Israeli 
daily Ma' ariv reported last 
week that an "unprec
edented" supply of arms has 
been flown from Iran into 
the Damascus airport. From 
there, trucks transport the 
weapons to Hezbollah fight
ers in Lebanon. 

Hezbollah has "control of 
over 90 percent of South 
Lebanon, including villages 
which were not previously 
run" by the Iranian-backed 
Shi'ite movement, the 
source was quoted as say
ing. The arms shipments 
from Iran have enabled 
Hezbollah to "entirely re
habilitate itself' to the level 
of arms it possessed before 
the 16 days of cross-border 
fighting with Israel that 

. erupted in April, the source 
said. 

Hezbollah had recruited 
hundreds of villagers in 
southern Lebanon to pro
vide the organization with 
intelligence infornlation, the 
source added. 

Palestinians blame terrorism on Netanyahu's peace policies 
NEW YORK (JTA) _ near the settlement of Beit "Our answer to these mur-

The Palestinian Authority EI was included in tile Pal- derers," he said, "is that we 
said last week that the fatal estinian Authority'S Minis- are staying here. We are 
attack on an Israeli family try of Information state- building here. Welivehere." 
in the West Bank was caused .ment. The statement was Netanyahu said December 
by Israel's refusal to imple- issued December 12, when 11 that Israel viewed the 
ment the Israeli-Palestinian thousands of Israelis at- attack as a serious matter 
self-rule accords. Prime tended the funeral of Ita and that the Palestinian Au-
Minister Benjamin Tzur, 42, and her son, thority must not give shelter 
Netanyahu obviously has Ephraim, 12. Five other to terrorist~ and child mur-
not "learned the lessens of family members - the fa- derers. 
last September's tragic ther, Yoel, and fourdaugh- The Popular Front for the 
events," the Palestinian ters - were wounded in the Liberation of Palestine 
statement said, referring to attack. The family was re- claimed responsibility for 
the Palestinian rioting that tUl1ling by car to Beit EI the attack, which occurred 
erupted after Israel opened when terrorists opened fire. on the 28th anniversary of 
a new entrance to an ar- Speaking with evident the front's founding. 
chaeologicaJ tunnel near the emo\ion at the funeral in The group vowed to carry 
Temple Mount. Beit EI, Netanyahu vowed out more attacks. The ter-

No condemnation of the t6 strengthen government rorists fled to nearby 
December 11 terror attack backing for settlements. Ramallah, which is under 

Palestinian self-rule. In its 
statement, the Palestinian 
Authority said, "For quite a 
long time, Palestinian offi
cials and those in the inter
national community have 
voiced their concern about 
the possibility of a strong 
popular reaction to the in
creasing Israeli measures on 
the ground, especially on 
the illegal settling activities 
being implemented by the 
hard-line Israeli govern
ment." 

Terrorists kill two Israelis 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Among the outstanding issues is what powers Israeli 
troops will have to pursue suspected terrorists into the self
rule areas. Aharon Domb, the director-general of the Yesha 
Council of Jewish settlements in Judea, Samaria and Gaza, 
urged Israel to use its right of hot pursui t to search for the 
terrorists who carried out the December II attack. 
"~e Palestinian Authority must not become a shelter for 

terrorIsts," Domb told Israel Radio. "Today it is for attacks 
on Beit EI, tomorrow it will be everywhere else." Israel has 
protested in the past to the Palestinian Authority over its 
failure to extradite suspected terrorists who fled to the self
rule areas. In May, two Israeli high school students were 
killed in a terrorist shooting near Beit El. 

The family of one of those boys, David Boim, issued a 
statement December II, demanding that Arafat hand over 
the terrorist responsible for their son's murder. The Decem
ber II shooting drew sharp reaction from coalition mem
bers, who called for the immediate suspension of negotia
tions with the Palestinians. The opposition called for the 
talks' continuation. 

Netanyallli's govern
ment, "by contrast, has 
turned its back on these calls 
ofwaming," added the state
ment, which was posted 
December 12 on the Web 
site of the Palestinian Au
thority's Ministry of Infor-
mation . 

Jerusalem mayor under pressure to resign 
Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert (L) November 27 hosting Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma in the Mayor's Office in the Jerusalem Municipality. Copyright: ISRANET. 

Jerusalem ~ayor Eh~d <?Im~rt is .under pressure to step down until the end of any judicial 
process that wI!1 determl~e If~e IS gUilty of aggravated fraud, falsifying corporate documents, 
tax code ViolatIOns and vlOlatmg the Party Funding Law. All this is alleged to have happened 
when he was treasur~r of t.he !--ikud P~y in 1988. Olmert denies that he was responsible for 
any wrongdomg durmg hiS time as Llkud treasurer. It was business as usual November 27 
forthe mayor when he entertained President Leonid Kuchma, who was in Israel on an official 
three-day visit. 

Israeli Cabinet approves more cuts in 1997 budget 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - The Israe I i Cabi

net has approved additional budget cuts of 
about $550 million. The government al
ready had approved a total of $1.6 billion in 
cuts from the $64 billion 1997 budget. The 
Knesset must approve the budget by the end 
of the month. Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said the additional cuts were 
essential to reduce the deficit and get the 
economy back on track. "If we don't cut, let 
there be no doubt that we will pay with a 
deterioration in our standing in the financial 

markets and in our credit rating," the prime 
minister was quoted as telling the Cabinet 
on December 9 before the vote. 

Many of the additional cuts will come in 
the areas of education, social welfare and 
housing. Foreign Minister David Levy, 
Tourism Minister Moshe Katsav, Interior 
Minister Eli Suissa and Labor and Social 
Welfare Minister Eliahu Yishai voted against 
the additional cuts in the 14-4 Cabinet vote. 
A compromise was reached to lessen the 
cuts in education Lo only 0.6 percent. 
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We have 1-2-3 bedroom 
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Nicely furnished in super 
location. 
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month. 

CHOPSY SAMUELSON 
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(619) 327-8429 

Cathedral Canyon 
Country Club 

2 b.r. condo, 2 baths 
avail. Jan. 
Beautiful 

619-323-3806 
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Personalized, Friendly 
Professional Service 

Esther Weinstein 
338-7871 
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PJ-aUP KAHANOVITCH 
B. Comm. (Han), MBA, C.GA 
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'Tax .Da!a Pra.Essirg 

3-1800 I'v1ai1 Street 

WIr1f'Ii:J€g, MB R2V 2A3 
Bus. J39.6969 
Fax. 339-2717 
Res. 334-7086 

I. (Ike) Chamish, CW, CII.F.C. 

No Cost placements on: 
GIC's, RRSPs, RRIFs 

• Retirement PlannIng 
• Investment & Mutual Funds 
· Insurance: Llle & Disability 
• Group Benefits 

942-6730 

Place your ad 
in the 

classifieds_ 
Call 694-3332 
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Seniors Home Care Services br. 

Complete Personal Care 
Companions, Childcare, 

Housecleaning, 
Homemaking, 

Escort to Medical & 
Grocery Shopping 
Bonded & insured 

Call 586-9337 

TONY THE TAILOR 
Custom tailoring 

All alterations and repairs 
Men, Women' 

& Children's Wear 
Suedes· Dresses· Pants 

Leathers· Suits' Furs· etc. 
73 Park Place E. 

Tuxedo 
R3P 1C5 
No G.S.T. 

PhI. 895-1955 
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