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. , .' Mlqorrenovatiims pl~nned 
,. for Asper Campus 
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(Cont. from page 1.) 
be paid by the end of 
this year, 

The campaign has 
raised $3 million for 
renovating the interior 
of the Asper Campus 
without "expanding" 
the buildings. 

It has also doubled the 
campus endowment 

· fund. that . helps pay 
"openHihg costs" of 
campus agencies. 

Hurtig said the Jewish 
Heritage Centre of 

· Western . Canada's 
Holocaust Education 
Centre will remain; 
some of its office space 
will be "reconfigured", 
although there aren't 
any "fmal drawings" of 
that yet. 

Arthur Blankstein, the 
interior designer of the 

BAR R Y 
SHENKAROW, 
Asper Campus pres­
ident: The renova­
tions will greatly 
expand space for the 
Aleph~Bet Child 
Life Enrichment 
Progl"am, which 
"has a waiting list of 
130". 

Jewish museum's new displayspace,said it will be 
a series of transparent vertical display cases along 
the campus's Main Street , . 

Hurtig wasn't sure, however, where. larger visit­
ing temporary exhibits of the heritage centre will 
be displayed. 

Joan Blight, a consultant with the campaign, said 
that for visiting exhibits, the display cases might 
also extend along the Goldberg Walkway, toward 
the Administration Building, and possibly, else-
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A drawing showing display cases planned 
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada 
exhibits, facing the Asper Campus "restau-
rant". ' 
where, as well. "Those details are stilI to be 
:worked out." 

The federal and provincial governments have 
each contributed $750,000 to the Building on 
Success Campaign from· a federal-provincial 
'municipal/ rural infrastructure program. 

Hurtig also paid tribute to Anita Neville,Liberai 
MP for Winnipeg South Centre, for the role she 
played in ensuring government funding. 

Carol Skelton, federal minister of hational rev­
enue and Western economic development, told the 
crowd at the reception that she took a tour of Asper 
Campus and Rady JCC facilities forthe fIrst time 
March 20. 

She said she's "impressed by everything you do 
for your community and WiImipeg." . 

"You 'work for the bettennent of humanity, and a 
better world .... We are proud to'invest in this project." 

Kerri Irvin-Ross, MLA for Ft. Garry, spoke on 
behalf of Scott Smith, 
provincialintergovern~ 
mental affairs and 
trade minister. 

She said the provin­
cial govemment is 
"pleased" to contribute 
to the renovations. . 

They're happening 
because of a "growing 
demand" for Rady 
J~C programs and ser­
Vlces. 

A Star of David pendant 
"The current mem­

bership of 5300," dou­
ble what was original­
ly projected, "speaks 
volumes about the 

II 
from Celials Jewellery · 

---SHOW & SAVE ---
DISCOUNT CARD 8 COUPON BOOK 

(doesn't ex¢re until March 31/2007) 
*price includes P.S.T and G.S.T. 

popularity of fitness." 
The Asper 

Foundation and the 
·late Israel Asper's 
three children con­
tributed a total of $1 
million to the Building 
on Success Campaign. 

Gail Asper, chair of 
the Asper Foundation, 
said displays· at the 
Museum of the Jewish 
Diaspora . in Tel Aviv. 
document . how 
Diaspora Jewish com­
munity buildings have 
expanded when they 
felt secure, and "disap- . 
pear" when they feel' 
threatened. 

The planned expan­
sion of Asper Campus 
facilities shows "the 
confidence the Jewish 
community feels as 
part of the Canadian' 
community," Asper 
said. 

Barry Shenkarow, . 
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CAROL SKELTON, 
federal minister: 
"We are proud to 
invest in this pro-
ject." . 
Asper Campus presi­
dent, . said that among 
other changes, the ieno- , 
vations will inprease' 

, . 
.. ..... 

ROSS, MLA for Ft. 
Garry: Renovations 
are happening 
because of a "grow­
ing demand" for 
Rady JCC programs 
and services. 

space for health and fItness and expand space for 
Aleph-Bet, which has "a waiting list of 130". It 
will also create more meeting space on campus. 

He thanked "the governments of Manitoba and 
Canada" and "all campaign volunteers" for their 
contributions to the Building on Success 
Campaign. 

"Let's drink a toast," he said at the end of the 
ceremony. "Le Chaim - to life." 

, Purim parade' 
Hundreds of Gray Academy of Jewish 
Education younger students took part in the 
school's annual Purim Parade down the 
Asper Jewish Community Campus Main 
Street March 21. Above, from left: Grade 4 
students JuUa .Grubert van Iderstine, Isaac 
Margolis, Alexa Hecht, and Shana Wilhelmer. 
Photo by Jan'et GOllld. 

From left: Purim Parade participants 
Jonathan Paterson as the Statue of Liberty, 
Asher Billinkoff as an Ipod and Jonah Brown 

. as a mime artist. Photo by Jan~IGollld. . 
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Gray Academy Grade 11 's host aboriginal high school~rs 
· . • l' Jewish, aboriginal students share in hamentash, kippah-making, shofarblowing 

By ARNOLD ROSS . . 
00· theafterrioqn of the flist, day of spnng, 

March 20th, Grade 11 students of Gray Acad~my 
served as hosts to Grade 11 students from'.south 
East Collegiate. ;,'. ..... ..... .. .•.•..•.... ". 
, For. several months, exchanges. hadgon(on 
between-staff members, students and administra­
tors of the twosch,oQls. Shaul Wachsstock, direc­
tor of Gray Academy's Judaic Studies, set a very 
humble goal for the visitations: "Just to have a 
meaningful human encounter." , 

Of course, he would like to see them have fun 
together and learn from one another. But the 
agenda was not the one you might think it would 
be, all about racism, stereotypes and prejudice. 

"If as a result of these encounters there is a 
longterm mutual 'respect developed for one 
another, that would be a good thing," 
Wachsstock added. 

Josh Wine stock, one of the Gray Academy par­
ticipants, walked in "pretty openminded". He 
recognized ahd felt comfortable with some of the 
boys he had met on the basketball court. The 
Gray Academy Raiders play in a league with 
South East Collegiate. 

"We hope to' have opportunities to work 
together, learn from one another and unload 
whatey,:er prejudiee~ may exist,"he said.,." .......... '. 
~trin the.·:muIti-'purpbS~;rooin. oFfue'Aspti'r, 

eilInp~1>,.I~amthej,(lid:'prin1a:n!Y.tIj!Olig4t~~ch~; 
iIlg; . Groiips' were fonned and the GiayAcadeiny 
students taught their guestsI1ow;tQ blow ,{shofar 
and spin a dr~idle,h()w to makehamentashen 
and ··llowth,~~.:tItr1:>~~w.: . alpha~~t·. looke~l. a~(t 
"':9fk~d.The:¥fS~P/['S~1I1ed the~p,!~o~e'Rf th~' 
kippah, andeach'rg.u~.st::got t9f9~sign his,prhep 
own., ' . '~",,:,: .:.;:~<,: ,'. '. :~~-''!,:.''<' '.. . . 

Asked aboutculti.Iral·· similarities\and differ­
enG,es, it was concIusivethatat least ,among these 
teenagers, there were rnoresiipilarities .. than..dif­
fetences. Kevin Fisher.cof Blbq,dVeiril~.jY~r;,.wllQ 
resides in the"lodge'~"atSoui:h EastGoll~gil1te, 
thought there' wasa\big.qif,(e!t\nce in ,die(With 
the First Nations peopJeeatiog a lot more meat! 

Fisher pointed out the many kinds of aborigi-

N ote,to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and 

other announcements appear in boxes, that indicates 
the material inside the. box is paid for. Stories with 
headlines in a typestyle other than the one used for 
standard news stories (samples of standard news 
headlines appear with all stories on page 1) are also 
partly or fully paid for. 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
The Jewish Post & News now is charging for pub­

licity about upcoming events running in this newspa­
per. 

.• Anyone running a display ad at least "business 
card size" (2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publi­
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming event will 
be entitled to up to the equivalent amount of editor­
ial space free every timeAhe adruns. . ..... 

• AnnQuncements' ofsyiiagogU~ 'service times run 
for;ffee, b1lll!fe-sliqjectto editing'for length. ... . 

• All publicity about upcoming events submitted' 
for publication must include the names and address­
es of the individuals authorizing publication, for 
billing purposes. 

• All·news releases and announcements published 
in The Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, 
and all references to ticket prices, admission charges 
and phone numbers will be delete~, unless the i~e?1s 
are authorized to run at the full dIsplay advertlSIng 
rate. . 

• All news and advertising should be in our office 
by noon, Friday, for the following wee~'s pap~r. 

• We can't be responsible for the dehvery tIme of 
the paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad 
at least two weeks in advance of the event. 

Hamentash making. Photo by Arnold Ross. 

An aboriginal student hold a candle during 
the candlelighting ceremony. Photo by Arnold Ross. 

nal groups that exist including the Inuit, non-reg­
istered, First Nations, status and Metis. Among , 
Jews, it was pointed out, there are also varia-
tions of traditional beliefs, rites, ceremonies and 
forms of worship, varying from almost non-exis­
tent to Reform to Conservative and more 
Orthodox. 

These First Nations teens have the same goals 
and aspirations as the Gray Academy students. 
Fisher is perhaps an exception; his goal is 
becoming a professional hockey player (we were 
told he is really good!) or as a back-up, joining 
the RCMP. Most of the others hope to get a high­
er education leading toward a career in medi­
cine, law, architecture, plant science, et al. 

As they all sat in a circle, Linda Conner, a 
Canadian history teacher at Gray Academy, 
passed around some lit braided candles. "Fire is 
important to both cultures," she said, as the wine 
was blessed and later, the Sabbath. ' 

Lexi Leibl chanted a soulful Jewish prayer, 
accompanied by Josh Winestock on guitar. 

The visiting school brought sweet grass and 
sage as a gift for the hosts. The sage is used to 
purify, explained teacher Angela Busch, an orga­
nizer of the March 20 ev~nt from South East 
Collegiate, along with Shelley Faintuch, Jewish 
Federation of Winnipeg community relations 
director. . 

"South East Collegiate is an independent 
sch'ool funded by South East Resources 
Development Council," Busch explained. 

The relationship with Gray Academy started 
about a year ago, in response to anti-Semitic 
remarks a Manitoba and a former national abo­
riginal leader made. 

Students make personal kippas. Photo by Al'llold 
Ross. 

Southeast College student Kevin Fisher, 17: 
There are variations of traditionaJ· beliefs, 
rites, ceremonies and forms of worship' 
among a~original groups. Photo by Arnold Ross. 

This writer watched 60 students blending and 
participating in the many activities~ Smiles were 
abundant. This was learning in action and with 
the exchange of email addresses, the teaching 
learning and underStanding of each other's cul­
ture will surely go on for a long time. 

The writer is a retired Winnipeg public school­
teachel: 

Next week in 
The Jewish Post & News: 

• Bernie Bellan's humorous take on driving 
in Jerusalem 

• Sharon Melnicer recalls family seders of 
her childhood 

• Frank White writes about "seder one 
upmanship" 

Don't miss this extra-big Passover issue 

Current special offer: two tickets to 
upcoming Chai Folk Ensemble concert 
and two-year subscription - only $95 

. Call 694-3332 or e-mail us at 
jewishp@mts.net to subscribe 


