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Jewish Wmmpeg la wyer offers Iulanous readable murder mystery

First-time novel a look at Winnipeg’s seedier side

Christmas Eve Can
Kill You. By Bill
Marantz. Virgin
Books, 586 Waverley
Street, Winnipeg,

Man. R3M 3L5.2000.

286 pages. Softcover.

‘Review by MATT

BELLAN

=9 ill Marantzisde-
e, scn ibed on the
- Inside cover of
thlS humorous murder

-mysteryasamanwho’s

worn many hats.

T
BOOK REVIEW

He’s been a “lawyer,
part-time judge, free-
lance broadcaster, film
critic, movie actor,”
and “awardwinning

BILL MARANTZ:

An insider’s look at

police detectives’ lines
of questioning, and
how criminals oper-
ate.

radio and television
scriptwriter”.
Christmas Eve Can
Kill You is his first
novel. And although
the book’s numerous
typographical errors

Live Music for all Occasions
e-mail: elimusic@escape.ca
CALL ELI HERSCOVITCH AT 489-5267

BERCH FRAME ART

We offer a good selection
of original & limited
editions of native art and
other paintings and
reproductions.

Phone 338-8197
1679 Main St.

(at Jefferson)
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Book cover.

might irritate some

- readers, this first novel
makes clear that

Marantz is one heck of
a good storyteller.

The book is set in
contemporary Winni-
peg; it has some
colorful Jewish charac-
ters, and plenty of Yid-
dish expressions and
references to JeW1sh
culture.

It opens with Failik
“Fritz the Cat”
Finkleman, a Holocaust
survivor turned profes-
sional burglar, break-

January 21 to March 30

At the onset of the Secorid World War more than 18,000 Jews fled

ing into the office of
his former sponsor, a

Jewish lawyer named
Rodney Feldman, to
steal money from his
safe. Feldman enters
the office unexpect-
edly, and Finkleman
kills him, and flees the
building.

In the next chapter,
the focus shifts to “Val
Virgo”, a popular,
hardboiled radio talk
show host whose real
name is Izzy Miller.

- Virgo, the book’s cen-

tral character, -is a sec-

ond-rate country and
western singer now
hosting a talk show at
the Dominion Broad-

casting Company - a.

not-so-veiled allusion
to the CBC.

Virgo witnesses Fritz
Finkleman being tried
and sent to jail for mur-
der. Meanwhile, the

-mediahave been carry-

ing stories about a
“Judge Brown” being
killed by a mail bomb;
a terrorist “aboriginal™
group reportedly takes
credit for that murder,
and for a second bomb
that goes off in the bag
of mail carrier Leon
Coleman.

The rest of the plot
focuses on Virgo try-
ing to get to the bottom
of Brown’s murder,and
becoming -even more
determined to solve the
mystery after narrowly
escaping a bombing
and a second attempt
on his life,

Marantz, who’sinhis
mid-60s, has clearly put
his years in the court-
room to good use in
this novel. He offers
convincing details
about everything from
how a cat burglar
breaks into a safe to the
lines of questioning a
police detective uses,
as he interrogates sus-
pects and tries to figure
out who’s behind the
bombings.

Meanwhile, this first-
time novelist also pro-

the Holocaust in Europe finding safety in China.Two courageous diplomats,
one Chinese and one Japanese helped many of them escape.

Find-out the whole story, and the Shanghai experiences of people

now living in Winnipeg, at the Shanghai Connection Exhibition,

Marion and Ed Vickar Jewish Museum '
of the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada :

_vides an often hilari-

ous parody of life be-
hind the scenes at the
politically correct
CBC; a female pro-

ducer at the Dominion

Broadcasting Com-
pany tries to keep the
rebellious, non-con-
formist Virgo in check,
threatening to fire him
unless he obeys her or-
ders.

“The Corporation has
‘a mandate to produce
thought-provoking
programming, not ca-
ter to the lowest com-
mondenominator,” she
huffs athim, disapprov-
ing of the callshe’s tak-
ing on his show.

Marantz also has an
eye for gritty Winni-
peg. detail - whether
he’s describing life in 4
hotelnear Main Street’s
skid row, or having the
sarcastic, cynical Virgo
describe this Prairie city
at Christmas time.

“As far as the eye
could see, the city was
blanketed in a sheath of
multi-colored lights
that twinkled up at me
like sequins on a black-
velvet gown: a flat-
chested country chick
trying to pass herself
off as a sophisticated
lady. She was all
dressed up, with no
place to go.”

The novel’s refer-
ences toaboriginals are
also interesting.
Marantz makes refer-
ences to an Elijah

Harper-like character -

who's been killed in a
police chase. And Jews
will enjoy Virgo's of-
ten-humorous descrip-
tions of Jewish culture
and cooking.

“You could have
used my mother’s
(Chanukah latkes) as
curling stones,” he tells
girlfriend Abby Brown.

Marantz keeps you
turning the pages as

By KATHERINA
DUECK

s Israel contin-

ues to welcome
thousands of

new citizens back to
their homeland, the
cultural face of the
country has grown
immensely. This
year, the Chai Folk
Ensemble celebrates
immigration and cul-
tural diversity in the
first half of their an-
nual performance.
Entitled Gates of Je-
rusalem, the show
features pieces that
are representative of
Jewish Moroccans,
Russians, Ethiopians,
and Middle Eastern
communities. The
evening’s opening
piece - choreo-
graphed by Israeli
dance teacher and
choreographer Shai
Gottesman (who last
worked with Chaiand.
Finjan for the 2000
concert) - explores
the emotions of pass-
ing throughthe Gates
of Jerusalem and re-
turning home. Later,
during the piece
“Chasida” (choreo-
graphed by Sharon
Mizrachi of Mexico
City), the song tells
the story of Opera-
tions Moses, Joshua,
and - most impor-
tantly - Solomon, the
latter of which saw a
total of 14,324 Ethio-
pian Jews rescued
from exile and reset-
tled in Israel.

“Chasida means
stork,” explained
Chai’s Co-Artistic |
Director Tracy
Kasner. “This song
carries the message
of the stork rescuing
the Ethiopians by tak-

ing them to Israel. Of
course, it was actu-
ally a plane, but the
message remains the
same.”

The fact that tradi-
tional Israeli culture
also thrives in a cli-
mate of change is not
overlooked by Chai,
and the second half of
the evening’s show

worked with Chai and
the Rusalka Ukrainian
Dance Ensemble in
1998). Featuring tradi-
tional children’s play
songs, this segment will
see over 80 children
from the B’yachad:
Dancing as One school
and the Lisa Cohen
School of Israeli Dance
join Chai onstage in a
depiction of what life
for children in Israel

Sarah Sommer

Chai Folk Ensemble

should be llke “With

the media pictures of
violence and stone-
throwing, we thought it
was important to show

what these children re-

ally should be doing in
their young lives,” said
Kasner. “There is an in-
nocence and simple
beauty to childrens’
games that can stand
against the violence.”
Finally, -this spec-

Chai sends message of hope with 200] concert

tacular evening ends
withhope. The finale
firstaddresses the de-
sire foraMiddle East
peace treaty with the
piece  “Tikvah”
(*Hope”) and the
song “Y’hiye Tov”
(“It Will be Good™)
before moving into
“Kahn,” adance and
song celebrating life
and the development
of Israel. Toclose the
performance, the
Chai Folk Ensemble
will once again be
joined by the chil-
dren - the hope and
future of Israel.

Gates of Jerusalem
takes place on Tues-
day, February 20 at
the Centennial Con-
cert Hall. Show time
is 8:00 p.m. and tick-
ets are available by
calling TicketMas-
ter.

Virgo continues his
search for the Christ-
mas Eve killer. The
ending is a bit depress-
ing, but the writer does
leave Virgo alive. Who

knows? Maybe this tal- graphed by renowned
ented Winnipeg law- 1 Venezuelan choreog-
yer-storytellerhasa Val rapher. - Alberto

Virgo murder mystery Zirlinger {who last
- sequel up his sleeve.

-123 Doncaster Street

1 | Gates of I
Tuesday, February 20, 2001 « 8:00 pm e Centennial Concert Hall

; . " Attty 520 - stators $16 - STULERTS $12 & AL PRICES 1HOlubL ool
Hamischakim,” a o mn

pays tribute to the past
while looking to the
future. Included in this
segment is “Hashirim

Free Admission
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Friday - Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Thursday ~ Noon to 8 p.m.

Saturday - Closed

HICKE T 01 SALE AT TICKEIMASTLR 780-3333 BEGINLING JalUARyY 23

For information call (204) 477-7466 piece that is choreo-

www.jhcwe.mb.ca/shanghai

“The performance will cammence promptly st the advertsed e - reconiers will only be alivwed 1o Gike ten seats at appropsate mtervaly”
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